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SUBJECT:- PRESS CLIPPINGS.

kindly find enclosed here with a sci of press
clipping of LocallNational Newspapers jfor information and

necessary actiorn.

| \%‘ﬁ?

for (Director General)

The Press Secretary to
Chief Minister, Balochistan, Quetta.

RAMZAY ROAD Q UETTA PHONE NO: 081-5202548-5201515-9201956, FAX NO:081-9201108

e-mail: dgprquettabalochistan® com, dgprquetta.advt@gmall.com
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Funeral prayers of
CM’s aunt offered

Staff Report

DERA BUGTI NORTH: The funeral prayers of Mau-
da, the aunt of Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz
Bugt and mother of former Member of the Provincial
Assembly Mir Tariq Bugti, were offered in Dera Bugti
North on Saturday.

The funeral prayers were attended by lhousands of citi-
zens, tribal’ elders and government officials, including
Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugti. A large
number of people belonging to different sections of the
area attended the occasion and prayed for the deceased
and expressed heartfelt sympathy and condolences to the
bereaved famuly. Afler the funeral prayers, citizens and
tribal elders from different walks of life met Balochistan
Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti and expressed deep
sorrow and grief over the death of his aunt, praying for
the elevation of the deceased’s rank and for patience for
the family. Citizens, wribal elders and people from differ-
ent classes continue to arrive to offer their condolences
and express their sorrow over the death of the deceased.
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Prioritizing

agriculture
Balochistan, despite vast land and
hardworking farmers, remains far
behind in agricultural production.
This is not because our soil is barren
or our people lack skill, but because
agriculture has not received the atten-

tion, investment and plannin§ it
deserves. If we want prosperity, food

' security and employment, we must

make agriculture the top priority. Our
land can feed the country, provided
farmers get modern facilities, timely
support and fair prices. ’
Wheat is our staple food, yet every

. year Balochistan depends on other

provinces to meet its needs. The rea-
sons are shortage of water, expensive
fertilizer and seed, lack of machinery
and absence of guidance. The govern-
ment should ensure certified seed,
subsidized fertilizer and diesel reach
farmers before the sowing season, not
after it is over.

Canal water and tube-wells should
be improved, and drip irrigation
should be promoted in water-scarce

" districts like Pishin, Killa Saifullah
- and Khuzdar.

Extension staff must train farmeis
in line sowing, balanced use of ferti-
lizer and control of weeds and rust. If
growers get a fair price and protec-
tion from middlemen,” they will

" expand cultivation.

Cotton, once called white gold, can
again become a source of wealth for
farmers of Nasirabad, Jaffarabad,

Sohbatpur and Jhal Magsi. These dis-
tricts have fertile land and warm cli-
mate ideal for cokton, but farmers
have shifted to other crops because of
low prices, fake pesticides and attacks
of pink bollworm and whitefly. The
government must provide quality
seed at controlled rates, establish pest
forecasting centres, and ensure gin-
ners buy cotton at the announced
price. Timely payment is equally
important, becau se a farmer who does

. not get his money on time cannot pre-

pare for the next crop.

Cumin, knovvn locally as zeera, is
another high-value crop that can
change the fate of farmers in highland
areas. Balochistan’s dry, cool climate
produces some of the best quality
cumin, with strong demand in
national and international markets.
Yet farmers. suffer due to lack of dry-
ing, grading and marketing facilities.
If the government establishes collec-
tion centrizs and helps farmers access
export markets, cumin can earn valu-
able foreign exchan%e.

The same is true for onion, tomato,
potato, apple, grapes, dates and
almonds.. Our farmers produce excel-
lent quality, but much is wasted due
to lack of cold storage and processing.
Cold storages, processing units and
agro-markets in every division will
preverit losses and give farmers a bet-
ter price.

Cheap loans, crop insurance, solar
tube-wells and modern research must
becorme the foundation of our policy.
If government, scientists and farmers
worlc  together, Balochistan can
become breadbasket of Pakistan.
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