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{

BICVD to provide modern
medical facilities:

Staff Report

QUETTA: Balochistan has moved
a significant step closer to estab-
Lishing its first modern, speciahsed
cardiac care facility, with the
Balochistan Institute of
Cardiovascular Diseases (BICVD)
entering the final stages of comple-
ton

The 150-bed  state-of-the-art
hospital 1s expected to be mavgu-
rated later this month, according to
Chiel Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti

The announcement was made
Jrine the inmugural inesting of
ol Dirwctors of the

province’s healtheare sector, par-
tcularly for the diagnosis and
treatment of cardiovascular dis-
cases. He sad the establishment of
the institute would enable patients
1o access advanced cardiac care
within Balochistan, reducing the
need to travel to other provinces
for specialined treatinent

“The people of Halochistan will
soon have access to modern facili-
ties for the diagnosis and treatment
of heart discases within the prov-
ince,” the chiel minster said, add-
jog that the project would ease
both the financial and logisteal
burdens (fien faced by panients

fems.

Officials informed the meeting
that, alongside the hospital, three
satelhite centres would be launched
during the initial phase of opera-
nons  These centres are intended
to provide basic cardiac healtheare
services and facilitate the carly
diagnosis of cardwvascular condi-
tions, helping  patients  recene
nmely medical attention closer to
their commumihes

Provinctal  Health  Minister
Bakht Muhammad Kakar briefed
participants on the imstitute’s long-
term expansion strategy. He stated
that in the second phase, the net-

Bugti

et

healthcare institutions  and  the
dehivery of quality medical ser-
vices at the doorstep of citizens
remain among the provincal gov-
ermment’s key pronities He said
the DBalochistan  Insttute  of
Cardiovascular Diseases would be
equipped with advanced medical
technology. guahified specialists,
and an elfective administrative
framework to ensure timely diag-
nosts, quality treatment, and emer-
gency cardiac care

Sarfraz Bugtinoted that govern-
ment investment 1n the health sec-
tor mms 10 provide wngible relief

1o the public gnd addaess Wage

Inatiture ¢
! “lar Diseages of secking outside  work of satellite centres 1d b alca >
2. Fekigient would be  standing healthcare challenges. We
V he m““:"m“"‘f. gy H.[l';)ch"“.n- - extended 1o all divisional head- \lltntk thas |:‘n henefits of the
on the ho\p":l."\"“’l-‘d Progress g uring the meeting, the "Olﬂll quarters  across  tha
Provisiom - S COMDlotine. ot IDDroved o
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Brain drain

The revelation by Balochistan Governor
Jaffar Khan Mandokhail that more than
100 scholars have left the province because

of restrictions on the permanent appoint-
ment of professors and PhD scholars is
alarming and deserves serious attention
from the provincial government. The
departure of such a large number of
hi;;ld‘y qualified academics represents a
signiticant loss for a province already
struggling with educational backward-
ness, a shortage of skilled professionals
and inadequate research facilities. If this
trend continues, public-sector universities
may face further deterioration in their aca-
demic standards and research capabili-
ties.

The governor highlighted this issue
while chairing the third Senate meet-
ing of the Balochistan University of
Engineering and Technology, Khuzdar.
His concern about the growing short-
age of experienced faculty members
reflects a fundamental weakness in the
province’s higher education system,
Universities cannot achieve academic
excellence merely by constructing
buildings, establishing campuses or
announcing new programmes. Their
real strength lies in qualified teachers,
experienced professors, research schol-
ars and an environment that encour-
ages intellectual development.

Unfortunately, Balochistan has long
faced difficulties in attracting and
retaining highly qualified academics.
Limited employment opportunities,
uncertainty over permanent appoint-
ments, inadequate research facilities
and insufficient professional incentives
have discouraged many scholars from
serving in the province. When PhD
holders and experienced professors are
compelled to seek opportunities else-
where, students ultimately become the

biggest victims, They are deprived ol
quality teaching, research supervision
and exposure to modern academic
developments,

The provincial government must there-
fore introduce a comprehensive policy to
retain existing scholars and attract new
acadenucs. Restrictions on permanent
appointments should be reviewed, and
transparent  recruitment  procedures
should be introduced to fill vacant teach-
ing positons,  Competiive  salaries,
research  grants, professional  develop-
ment opportunities and improved univer-
sity faailities can also help make public-
sector institutions attractive to qualified
professionals.

The governor has also rightly pointed
out the imbalance in faculty distribution,
with some modern disciplines suffering
from shortages of senior teachers while
certain traditional departments have more
staff than required. This situation
demands a proper assessment of academic
needs, student enrolment and available
human resources. Similarly, decisions
regarding the establishment, merger or
closure of universities and campuses must
be based on educational requirements
rather than political considerations or per-
sonal preferences. ‘

Balochistan cannot afford to neglect
higher education when its young popu-
lation desperately needs quality learn-
ing and employment opportunities.
Universities must become centres of
innovation, research and professional
excellence. The provincial government,
Higher Education Commission and uni-
versity administrations should work
together to formulate a realistic and sus-
tainable strategy..
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