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Bugti applauds Amina Shafi’s
services for orphans, assures
full cooperation |

Pays homage to Allama Igbal, reaffirms commitment to mmorlty rights
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Staff Report

QUETTA Chief Mumsstar of Halochistaa Mur
Naztaraz Begh was met by Nhardar's dynamuc
asd courageons sovual leader Amisa Shati, dur-
wg whid e are, oducalia and oaguing
sodeal serves Ror 1he car v, educaloa and bet-
16 Hutars of belplens asd ophaned chikdicn 10
Nherdag were O VST |
\inima Nbab e pulslny g 1he rospoanibilities
o pearduanadup and educaton of e Jhildica
v “x!nuz_kh.Ll s making pi
.! S ..uﬁ\N;h them J: 'L

} Clwoems of SRy

actical

bod and indspendint

-t

=

Chiel Mionster of Balochistan Mig Sartaraz
Bugn, while apprecuating Amina Shafi’s pas-
sioa for humanty, courage and soctal services.
sard that the real greatness inosociety hes i
coandenng the suffenngs of others as one's
own and becunmung a support tor the helpless
poople. Chief Munister Mir Sartraz Bugu bas
pard nich tnbute o the Poet of the Fast and
mabonal thinker, Dr Allama Mubaminad lghal.
va his barth anmivessary, saymy that Ighal's
philosophy of selthood, selt-confidence and
perposatul action continues o serve as a guud-
1ng hght tof the pation, particularly the vounger
gencration Ina special mevsage wsued on the

occasion, the CM said that through his poetry
andaatellectual vision, Allama Igbal awakened
among the Mushms of the subcontinent a spirit
of freedomn, dignity, unity and national con-
sciousness He ooted that Igbal's weas pro.-
vided the intellectual foundation for the con-
cept of an independent homeland and oflered
Mushms a renewed sense of wWentity, cultyre
and collective destiny Mir Sarfraz Bugn sad
that Ighal's phalosopliy of Khudi (selthood) 1
not merely a theoretical concept but a practical
levson i recopuming oac's potential, building
sclf-confidence. stnivang relentlessly and pur-
suing bigher goals

@ CamScanner
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Healthcare crisis

Healthcare is a fundamental human right,
yet acvess to quality and affordable medical
treatment remainsa serious challenge for the
people of Balochistan. Despite repeated gov-
ermment claims about reforms and improve-
ments in the health sector, public hospitals
continue to suffer from inadequate facilities,
shortages of doctors, medicines and essential
medical equipment. While major hospitals
in urhan centres face increasing patient
loads, the situation in remote districts and
rural areas is even more alarming, The pro-
vincial government must make healthcare a
top priority and take practical measures to

improve the condition of neglected medical.

institutions.

One of the major challenges confronting
the provindial healthcare systemis the short-
age of specialist doctors in far-flung districts.
Important positions, including those of sur-
geons, physidans, gynaecologists, paediatyi-
dans and anaesthetists, frequently remain
vacant in District Headquarters Hospitals
(DHQs). Consequently, patients suffering
from serious illnesses are compelled to travel
to Quetta and other major cities for Lreat-

. ment, creating additional financial and phys-

ical hardships for their families. Pregnant
womenand children are particularly vulner-
able, as delays in accessing specialised medi-
cal care can have serious and sometimes fatal
uences. The government must intro-

duce an effective posting policy, supported
ial inventives, accommodation and

other facilities, to encourage qualified doc-
lors to serve in remole areas.

The shortage of medicines, diagnostic
facilities and functional medical equipment
has further aggravated the situation. Patients
visiting government hospitals are frequently
advised to purchase prescribed medicines
from private pharmacies and undergo diag-
nostic tests at private laboratories. This
defeats the very purpose of establishing pub-
lic healthcare institutions, which are
expected o provide affordable treatment,
particularly to poor and underprivileged
communities. Essential equipment, includ-
ing X-ray machines, ultrasound scanners
and laboratory facilities, often remains una-
vailable or non-functional because of poor
maintenance and administrative negligence.

Improving healthcare services requires
more than offidal announcements and
administrative reshuffling. The provindal
government must allocate adequate funds,
strengthen hospital management and intro-
duce transparent procurement and menitor-
ing mechanisms. Strictaccountability should
be ensured to prevent absenteeism, negli-
gence and misuse of public resources.
Regular inspections must also be conducted
to ensure thatdoctors and other medical staff

perform their duties responsibly.
The government mwust recognise that
healthcare is not a privilege hutm right

of every cilizen. Peopleliving in remote areas
deserve the same quality of medical treat-
ment available in major Gties. Strengthening
DHQ hospitals, upgrading rural health cen-
tresand ensuring the availability of qualified
medical professionals are essential steps
towards meaningful reform. Effective gov-
ernance and political commitment can over-
come Balochistan’s healthcare crisis.
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