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LPG crisis

The shortage of liquefied petroleym
gas (LPG) in Quetta and other parts of
Balochistan has created serious difficul-
ties for the public, with a sharp increase
in prices adding to the financial burden
on already struggling households.
Currently, LPG is being sold at Rs650
per kilogram, while a 10-kilogram cyl-
inder is reportedly being sold ior
Rs7500. These exorbitant prices have
made it increasingly difficult for ordi-
nary people to meet their daily energy
requirements. 1

The situation is particularly alarming
in Quetta, where prolonged Sui gas
load-shedding and extremely low gas
pressure have already compelled resi-
dents to depend on LPG to fulfil their
domestic needs. In the absence of a reli-
able supply of natural gas, LPG has
become an essential source of fuel for
thousands of households as well as
commercial establishments. However,
the current shortage und unprecedented
price hike have further multiplied the
miseries of the people, who are alrendy
struggling with rising inflation and the
increasing cost of living.

According to LPG dealers, the sus-
pension of supplies following the clo-
sure of the Iran border has disrupted
the flow of LPG into Balochistan. They

. have warned that if the border remains

closed and the supply situation is not
addressed promptly, prices may rise
further, creating an even more difficult
situation for consumers. The warning
deserves serious attention from the

authorities concerned, as any further
increase would place an unbearable
burden on low-income families.

The shortage has also severely
affected hotels, restaurants and other
commercial outlels, many of which
depend on LPG to prepare food and
conlinue their daily operations. With
fuel coBts rising sharply, business own-
ers are finding it increasingly difficult
to mnnnf‘o their expenses. Ultimately,
these additional costs may also be
passed on to customers, resulting in fur-
ther increases in food prices and put-
ling another burden on the common
people.

The provincial and federal govern-
ments must take immediute notice of
the worsening situation and initiate
effective measures to restore the unin-
terrupled supply of LPG to Quetta and
other parts of Balochistan. The authori-
ties should urgently coordinate with
relevant' departments to facilitate the
resumption of supplies throughthe Iran
border nnd explore alternative arrange- |
ments‘to prevent future shortages. At
the same time, strict monitoring of LPG
markels is necessary to discourage
hoarding, profiteering and overcharg-
ing by unscrupulotis dealers.

The people of Balochistan cannot be
left at the mercy of market forces.
Ensuring an affordable and uninter-
rupted supply of LPG is essential, par-
ticularly when natural gas remains
unreliable. Timely government inter-
vention is imperative to provide relicf to
consumers and protect businesses from |
further losses. | ‘
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