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Action against
absentee

The Bolachistan government's decision
to dismiss 72 medical oftwers in Grades
17 and 18 for prolonged unasuthorised
absence from duty is a sgnifsant step
towands improving the performance of
the provincial health department The
action, taken under the Belochistan
Emplovees Effsicency and Discipline Act
(BEEDA) 2011, sends a de::dmge that

3 3 e : i
mm will not be m in
public sector insttutions, particulardy in
| awital like health
Healthcare is one of the most funda.

mental ibilites of any govemn-
ment Unlfortunately, the of
Balochistan have long been facing seri-

ous difficulties in accessing basic medical
facilities. Hospitals, perticulasrly those
located in remote districts and rural
areas, are struggling with shortages of
doctors, specialists, medicines, medical
In such circumstances, prolonged
absence of government i medi-
cal officers is unacc and further
aggravates the suffering of ondinary citi-
zens.

Thousands of people travel from dis-
tant areas to government hospitalsin the
hope of receiving affordable treatment.
However, when rs are unavailable,
petients are left with no option but to
approach private hospitals and clinics,
where treatment is often beyond ther
financial means. Poor famulies are par-

tculardy affected by ths situstion, as
many cannot afford expensive consulta-
tions, diegnostic tests and meduines.

Provincial Health Munister Bakht
Muhammad Kakar has nghtly empha-
sused that the government will not toler-
ate absenteeism or negligence among
medical staff. The decision, taken on the
directives of Chaef Minister Mir Serfraz
Bugti, reflects the government's commut-
ment to improving healthcare delwvery
and introducing administrative reforms
in the health sector. However, dismussing
72 medical officers should not be consid-
ered the final achievement Rather, it
should mark the beginning of a sustained
campaign to ensure discipline, transpar-
ency and accountability across the entire
health system.

The provincal government must
establish an effective monitoring mecha-
nism o ensure the regular attendance of
doctors and other medical staff at hospi-
tals and besic health units. Surprise
inspections, biometric attendance sys-
tems and strict departmental eccounta-
bality can help improve performance.

It is equally important to ensure that
every district hospital and busic health
unit is equipped with qualified doctors,
medicines and essential medical facili-
ties. The government must ensure that
appointments, transfers and promotions
are based on ment rather than political
influence.

Ultimately, the success of health
reforms will be measured not by dismiss-
als alone but by improved services and
easier access to quality healthcare for
every citizen of Balochistan.

(&) CamScanner
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