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Mounting gas crisis

Winter has brought renewed concerns
over gas load-shedding and low gas
pressure in Quetta and othercold-prone
areas of the province. As lemperatures
begin to fall, residents are increasingly
worried about how to meet their basic
heating and cooking needs. Natural gas
remains a major source of domwestic
energy in Quetta and several other cit-
ies ot Balochistan, where gas heaters are
essential  during  the imrsh winter
months. However, persistent shortages
and inadequate pressure have made it
difficult for houscholds to keep their
homes warm and prepare meals, fore-
ing many people to turn to alternative
and often hazardous sourves of fuel.

The situation is particularly difficult
for low-income familics, who cannot
afford expensive electric heaters, alter-
native fuels or other heating arrange-
ments. In rural arcas, where modern
heating facilities are limited, many
houscholds have traditionally relied on
firewood and other conventional meth-
odstosurvive the winter. Unfortunately,
the worsening gas crisis has pushed
even residents of Quetta and its sur-
rounding arcas towards coal stoves,
wood fires and other alternatives.

It is deeply concerning that areas of
Balochistan associated with the coun-
try’s natural gas resources continue to
experience serious shortages during
winter. Dera Bugli and Sui are histori-
cally associated with Pakistan’s gas

Dated; 2.9 0CT 2026

industry, yet residents across the prov-
ince have long complained of inade-
quate domestic gis supply. The situa-
tion highlights the need for fair distri-
bution, improved infrastructure and
effective planning to meet local encrgy
requirements.

Past government announcements and
assurances about ending gas load-shed-
ding have raised public expectations,
but residents continue to face difficul-
ties. The provincial and federal govern-
ments, along with Sui Southern Gas
Company (SSGC), must move beyond
promises and adopt practical measures
to improve supply and maintain ade-
quate pressure, particularly  during
peak winter hours. Gas distribution net-
works should be upgraded, leakages
addressed and supply schedules com-
municated transparently,

At the same time, authorities should
explore affordable alternative energy
solutions for remote and mountainous
communilies to reduce dependence on
firewood. Protecting Ziarat's juniper
forests and other natural resources
must be treated as a priority.

The people of Balochistan should not
be deprived of adequate heating and
cooking facilitics during the coldest
months of the year. Ensuring a relinble
gas supply is a basic public necessity
and a matter of environmental protec-
tion and social justice. The government
and SSGC must take timely, concrete
action so that residents can face winter
with dignity, salety and relief from the
recurring energy Crisis.
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