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necessary action.
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/
Jor (Diregtor General)

The Press Secretary to
Chief Minister, Balochistan, Quetta.
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Balochistan to cut BEEF’s
administrative costs, mcrease
scholarships for students

CM Bugti directs acceleration of digital governance drive

Staff Report

QUETTA: Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti on Monday directed
authorities to accelerate the prov-
ince's digital transformation drive,
emphasizing the nced to ensure
greater transparency, ¢lficiency
and limely decision-making in gov-
crament affairs through the adop-
tion of modern digital systems.
Chairing a high-level meeting on
public service delivery reforms and
digital governance, the chicfminis-
ter reviewed progress made in
implementing  digital  systems
across  provincial  government
departments and discussed meas-
ures aimed at further modernising

administrative processcs.

The meeting was informed that
more than 183,000 ¢-files had been
processed under the e-filing system
currently operational in 28 govern-
ment departments across
Balochistan.

Officials also briefed the meel-
ing on the launch of a new phase of
dlgu:ll reforms involving the digiti-
sation of ofTicial summaries to (ur-
ther enhance the speed, transpar-
ency and cffectiveness of govern-
ment operations. In the initial
phase, summaries from 10 govern-
ment departments are being shifted
1o the digital platform.

Mir Sarfraz Bugti instructed all
relevant departinents to expedite

the transition of official affairs to
modern digital systems and fulfil
their responsibilities effectively to
ensure the success of the reform
agenda, He stressed that eliminal-
ing unnecessary delays in govern-
ment business and ensuring timely
decisions were essential for making
administralive operations  more
ellicient and result-oricnted.
Morcover, Chiel Minister Mir
Satfraz Bugi chaircd a meeting at
the Chicl’ Minister's Sccrelanat on
Monday to review the performance
of the DBalochistan Education
Endowment Fund (DEEF), where
key decisions were taken to reduce
unnccessary administrative cxpen-
ditures. reorganize the institution

and ensure more cllective utihiza-
tion of available resources.

Officials informed the roeeting
that savings generated through a
reduction in administrative costs
would be redirected towards pro- |
viding scholarships to a larger
number of students, enabling more
deserving and talented youth to
punsuc higher education.

Speaking on the occasion. the
chicf minister said the Balochistan
Education Endowment Fund was
an important institution estab-
lished 10 create better ¢ducational
opportunitics for students and sup-
port young people who are unable
10 continue higher education due to
financial constraints.
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Up-surging price
of flour

The escalating prices of flour in Quetta
have addad to the hardships of ondinar
citizens, making it increasing!v xh”i\'uK
for low-income families to 1acet their
daily food requirements. Flour is a basic
necessity and a major component of the
daily diet of people in Balochistan.
However, its rising cost has placed an
adkditional burden on houscholds already
struggling with inflation, unemployment
and declining purchasing power. The
povernment must take immediate meas-
ures lo control prices and ensure the
availability of flour ot affordaole rates.

Acvording to market reports, a 20-kilo-
srami bag of flour is being sold in Quetta
al prices ranging from Rs3,260 to Rs3,600.
Those rates are beyond the purchasing
capacity of many poor families, particu-
larly those dependent on daily wages and
limited monthly incomes. For such house-
holds, arranging two meals a day has
become a serious challenge.

The siwuation is particularly alarming
in Balochistan, where poverty and unem-
ployment have already made life difficult
for a significant section of the population.
Labourers, low-paid employees, widows
and other valnerable groups are among
those most alfected by the conlinuous
increase in essential commadily prices,
When the price of a staple food rises

-

beyond the reach of ordinary people, it
becomes a matter of public welfare that
requires urgent government intervention.

Although fluctuations in production
Costs, transportation expenses and supply
chains caninfluence commadity prices,
these factors should not become an excuse
for unchecked profiteering, The relevant
authaiities must determine the reasons
behind the prevailing flour prices and
investigate whether im.mling, artificial
shortages or the acivities of any profiteer-
ing malia are contributing o the situa-
lion.

The provincial government, district
administration  and  concerned  food
authorities must coordinate efforts. to
ensure a regular supply of flour to mar-
kets throughou! Quetta. Official rices
should be determined realisticaliy, dis-
played prominently at shops and strictly
enforced through regular inspections.
Subsidise'd flour should alvo be made
available to deserving families through
transparent distribution mechanisms so '
that public assistance reaches those who
need it most,

Furthermore, the government should
strengthen monitoring of flour mills,
wholesalers and retailers 10 prevent
unjustified price increases. Ciuizens must
also be encouraged to report overcharg-
ing, * while complaints  should be
addresse.l promptly. Ensuring affordable
flour is not merely an economic responsi-
bility but a fundamenal obligation
lowards the public.
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