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suspended cross-border trade and inad-
equate government support. These chal-
lenges are discouraging investment and
compelling local traders and entrepre-
neurs to vonsider moving their busi-
nesses Lo other provinces, an alarming
development for a region already sutfer-
ing from widespread poverty and unem-

Trade is a major source of livelihood
for thousands of families in Balochistan.
In several border districts, including
those adjoining Iran and Afghanistan,
on cross-border com-
merce [or their daily earnings. The sus-
pension of trade activities for various
reasons has deprived traders, transport-
ers, labourers and small shopkeepers of
their income. Restrictions on the move-
ment of goods also create shortages of
essential commodities and increase
prices, adding to the hardships of ordi-
nary citizens. When trade routes remain
closed for prolonged periods, the conse-
quences extend far beyond the business

The delerionating security siluation
has further complicated commercial
activities. Traders and transporters trav-
elling on highways face concerns about
their safely, while incidents of insecurity
undermine confidence in the provincial

l
-/ DIRECTORATE
GENERAL OF PUBLIC
RELATIONS BALOCHSITAN
BulletNo. .
|
ployment.
{
people depen
community.
Traders woes

Balochistan, possesses immense eco-
nomic potential due to its mineral
resources, geographical location and
borders with Iran and Afghanistan.
However, the business community and
traders continue to face serious difficul-
ties because of the unsatisfactory law
and order situation, unsafe highways,

e S

economy. Businesses cannot flourish in
an environment where the transporta-
tion of goods and movement of people
remain uncertain. Investors require
peace, stability and reliable security
arrangements before committing their
capital to any region. Without these basic
conditions, even the most promising eco-
nomic opportunities remain unex-

e R '

ploited.

The departure of local investors would
be particularly damaging for Balochistan.
Private businesses generate employment,
support families, contribute to govern-
ment revenue and stimulate economit
activity in surrounding communities. 1
entreprencurs relocate their capital and
operations elsewhere, the province will
lose not only investment but also valua-
ble employment opportunilies for its
young population. With poverty and
unemployment already widespread, fur-
ther economic decline could deepen pub-
lic frustration and deprive thousands of
young people of opportunities lo earn
respectable livelihoods.

The provincial and federal govern-
ments must recognise that protecting
trade is essential to improving the eco-
nomic conditions of Balochistan.
Effective security arrangements should
be ensured on major highways, while
border crossings must remain opera-
tional under clear, transparent and pre-
dictable regulations. Any necessary
restrictions should be properly coordi-
nated} and legitimate traders should not
suffer because of administrative delays
or inconsistent policies.

The government should also establish
regular consultation with chambers of
commerce, trade associations, transporters
and local business representatives to iden-
tify problems and develop practical solu-
tions. Balochistan cannot achieve sustain-
able development without a thriving pri-
vate sector. Authorities must take immedi-
ateand meaningful steps torestore traders’
confidence, protect businesses and facili-
tate regional commerce.
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