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Reviving
border trade

Bonder trade holds immense impor-
tance for the economy of Balochistan,
where limited employment opportunities,
inadequate industrial development and
widespread  poverty have compelled
thousands of people to depend on cross-
bonder economic activities for their liveli-
hoods. The closure of borders with Iran
and Afghanistan has severely affected
this fragile evconomic system, increasing
unemployment and creating difficulties
for people in severul districts of the prov-
ince.

Balochistan shares extensive borders
with both neighbouring countries, and
generations of residents in border districts
have relied on informal trade to eamn their
daily bread. For many families, the
exchange of essential commodities, food
items, fuel and other goods across the bor-
ders is not merely a commendal activity
but the principal source of income.
However, restrictions and closures have
disrupted this traditional livelihood sys-
tem, leaving thousands of people without
work. In areas where formal employment
opportunities are already scarce, the sus-
pension of border trade has further aggra-
-ated poverty anxd economic uncertainty.

The situation has also rised concerns
about the availability of essential com-
modities in some districts. Border com-
munities often depend on supplies origi-
nating trom neighbouring countries, and
prolonged disruptions can affect local
markets, reduce the availability of vertain
goods and push up prices. For families

oo

already struggling with inflation, such
shortages create additional hardships and
make everyday life increasingly difficult.

The government musl recognise that
border trade is a vital economic necessity
for Balochistan rather than simply a mat-
ter of commerdal convenience. While
national security, border management
and the prevention of illegal activities
remain important responsibilities, these
objectives should be pursued through
eftective regulation and institutional
coordination  without  unnevessarily
depriving local communities of their
means ot survival.

The federal and provincial govern-
ments should engage with Iranian and
Afghan authorities to resolve outstanding
issues and restore normal cross-border
economic activity. Properly regulated
border markets, transparent trading
mechanisms, simplified documentation
and designated crossing points can help
facilitate legitimate commerce while
ensuring eftective monitoring. Spevial
arrangements should also be introduced
for small traders whose limited resourves
prevent them from meeting complicated
regulatory requirements. Moreover, alter-
native employment opportunities must
be created in border districts through
vocational training, small-business sup-
port, agricultural development and
investment in local infrastructure.
However, such initiatives cannotimmedi-
ately replace the income lost by thousands
of families dependent on border trade.
The government must act promptly to
normalise border activities and protect
the evonomic interests of communities
that have long depended on them.
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