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VOL XLV No. 1607 QUETTA Thursday October 15, 2026 / Jumada al-Awwal 03, 1448

Bugti stresses reform to
MPTove

e T

m
L

Staff Report

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti on
Wednesday said that reforming
and restructuring all government
departments was  essential to
improve provincial governance,
use public resources cffectively
for providing quality services to
the public. He said that the gov-
ernment  would take conerete
measures 1o curb unnecessary
increases in public expenditure
and align the administrative
structure with the nceds of the
people.

He expressed these views while
addressing a review mecting of
the  Secretaries  Commitiee.
During the meeting, performance
reporls from various departinents
were presented, and a review was
conducted regarding the adminis-
trative  structures, workforce,
non-development  expendilures,
ond public service delivery of
government departments.

Expressing  concern  over
unnecessary recruitments and ris-
ing non-development cxpendi-
tures across various departments,
the chicf minister said that every
single penny of resources derived
from public taxes was a national
trust, and the wastage of these
resources could not be tolerated
under any circumstances.

He said that these resources
belonged to the ordinary, impov-
crished citizens of Balochistan,
those who shiver in the cold and
swelter in the heat, the primary
objective of government depart-
ment expenditures is to provide
better facilitics to the public.

He noted that a significant por-
tion of the province's available
resources is being consumed by
non-development  expenditures,
yet, despite this. services of }he
required standard are not being
delivered to the public.

Sarfraz Bugti said that govern-
ment departments must be trans-
formed into institutions that

effectively discharge their respons
sibilitics, rather than being turned
into factorics for recruitment. The
government's responsibility is to
create  demand-driven cnmiploy-
ment opportunitics aligned with
the nceds of various scctors and
the market, not to increasc the
financial burden through unneges-
sary and excessive recruitment in
government departments, he said.

The CM stated that depart-
ments, weighed down by the
mounting burden of non-develop-
ment expenditures were un{ble to
devote the necessary attention to
public service delivery, a situation
that is deeply regrettable.

He emphasized that to improve
the performance of government
departments, administrative
reforms, the ellective allocation
ol resources and accountability
mechanisms must be strength-
ened.

Discussing governance issues.
the chief minister remarked that
adiministrative weaknesses within

the province and instead of shift-
ing the blame for poor governance,
onto others, we must examine oug
own shortcomings.

He maintained that the collapse
of the administrative system was
not caused by any Punjabi arriv-
ing from Lahore but was the result
of our own actions, rather than
blaning others, we should focus
on our own systems and responsi.
bilities to improve governance in
Balochistan saying that itis essen-
tial to identify internal weak-
nesses and take scrious measures
10 rectify them.

He commented that tough but
correct decisions would have to be
made for the betterment of
Balochistan and the provision of
improved facilitics to the public,
difficult decisions would not be
avoided during the reform pro-
cess, as the proper utilization of
provincial resources and the
enhancement ol the p:tfonpangc
of government IsHIULIONS are
critical needs of the hour.
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Unaffordable
airfares

Air travel is intended to provide a fasl,
sufe and reliable means of transportation,
particularly ina country where long road
journeys can be exhausting and, at times,
unsafe. Unfortunately, for the people of
Quetta, air travel has increasingly
becomea luxury rather thanan m\rssi‘\lo
means of transportulion. Airfares rang-
ing from RsS0,000 to Rs100,000 on routes
connecling  Quetta  with  Karachi,
Islamabad and Lahore have placed a sub-
stantial financial burden on ordinary citi-
zens, restricting their acvéss to essential
travel facilities.

Passengers travelling for medical treat-
ment, education, employment, business
and family emergencies are among the
worst affected. Many people are com-
pelled to postpone important journeys
because the price of a single air ticket
exceeds what they can reasonably afford.
This situation further aggravales the
sense of deprivation among the people of
Balochistan, who already }nm numerous
challenges because of inadequate trans-
portinfrastructure. As the country’s larg-
est province by area, Balochistan requires
reliable and affordable air connectivity
with other parts of Pakistan.

The issue has ulso drawn the attention
of elected representatives.  The
Balochistan Assembly previously passed
a resolution urging the federal govern-
ment to take notice of the unusually high

airfares charged on routes connecting
Quetta with major cities,

The lederal government, the Pakistan
Civil Aviation Authority and other rele-
vant institutions should examine the lac-
tors vontributing to the high cost of air
travel from Quetta. Airlines should be
encouraged to adopt transparent and
reasonable pricing policies, while regula-
tory authorities should investigate any
unjustified fare disparities. Increasing
flight frequency, facilitating the entry of
additional  carriers  and  promoting
healthy competition could help improve
services and make tickets more afforda.
ble.  Authorities  should also explore
measures to ensure that passengers are
not disadvantaged because of limited
flight options.

Affordable air travel is not merely a
matter of convenience; it is essential for
econoniic opportunity, social connectiv-
ity and national integration. The people of
Balochistan should have acvess to trans-
portation facilities comparable to those
available in other parts of the country.

Timely intervention would ease the
financial burden on passengers and ena-
ble students, patients, businesspeople
and families to travel without facing,
excessive expenses. Reasonable airfares
and dependable flight services would
also support economic activity in
Balochistan. Ensuring affondable connec-
tivity is an important step lowands pro-
moling regional equality and demon-
strating a commitment to providing citi-
zens across Pakistan with fair access to
essential public services.
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