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QUETTA: Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugli addressing Balochistan Assembly session on Monday.

0 comparison between
KP and Balochistan
situations, says Bugti

Staff Report

QUETTA:  Balochistan
Minister Mir Sarfaraz Dugti has
soid that there is no comparison
between the situations of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Dalochistan and
the role of both provincial govern.
ments.  The  constitution-makers
hoadincluded relevant articles In the
constitution keeping the situntion
in mind The federation has taken
stepsunder the constatution and has
not done anything  unconstity-
tonal We suppart this step.
Heaexpressed these views while
expressing his views on the situa.
tion of Khyber Pakhtunkliwa in (he
Baluchistan Assembly session on
Monday Mir Sarfaraz Bugti said

Chief |

that the situations of Balochistan
and: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa are
being compared, however, there is
o clear difference in the way the
two provinces deal with terrorism
and fulfill government responsibil-
ilics.

The whole of Pakistan should
hear that there is no comparison
between  the  situations  of
Balochistan and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and the role of both
provincial governments. The Chiel
Minister said thatl the emergency
measure in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
has been taken notonly onthe basis
of the law and order situation but in
the context of the government nol
playing its role. In  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, a social media team

——

was created from funds allocated
for sccurity, while to deal with ter-
rorism, it is necessary to provide
government support, cffcctive leg-
islation and cooperation in creating
a narralive 1o securily agencics,
Mir Sarforaz Bugti said that the
government  has to  accepl ils
responsibility in the war against
terrorism. In Balochistan, the gov-
ernment accepts its responsibility,
considering this war as its own vigr,
while this is not being done in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa He said that
in the environment created at the
mtvinational level, there is talk of
attacking the federation, which is
worth considering in the current
circumstances. The Chicf Minister
of Balochistan said that leaders and

workers of all political parties have
been targeted by terrorism and
martyred. He said that not a single
firccracker has becn thrown at a
specific party till date and while
questioning this sitvation, he. said
that God forbid that there is an
attack, but the question is in its
placc as to what magic wand they

have. ; 2
“ Chicf Mimsm Balochistan Mir
Sarfraz  Bugti also chaired 2
detailclireview meeting in Sui to
assess progress on development
projects and cvaluate the perfor-
mance of varnous government
departments, with a focus on edu-
cation, hecalthcare, public 'senice
delivery and district adminisira.
tion.
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Deadly highways

Road accidents have become a serious
and recurring problem in Balochistan,
claiming precious human lives and leav-
ing countless families devastated. The
recent tmagic accidents on the Bolan
National Highway (N-65), in which at least
14 people, including women and children,
reportedly lost their lives and 29 others
sustained injuries in two separate indi-
dents, once again highlight the urgent
need to improve road safety across the
province.

According to reports, passenger vans
y travelling from Quetta towards Mach and
. Sibi collided with an oncoming Mazda
truck near Zamindar Hotel. The collision
resulted in the deaths of 10 people, includ-
ing three women, while 29 others were
injured. Such heartbreakirig incidents are
¢ not isolated occurrences; they reflect per-
. sistent weaknesses in the road infrastruc-
. ture, traffic management and enforcement

of safety regulations.

Balochistan has an extensive road net-
work connecting its towns, districts and
neighbouﬁnﬁ‘pmvimes. However, many
important highways remain narrow,
poorly maintained and inadequate for the

ing volume of traffic. The absence of
dual carriageways on busy stretches, dan-
gerous curves, inadequate road signs and
insuffident safety barriers further increase
the risks faced by commuters.

The consequences extend far beyond the

immediate loss of life. Families lose their
breadwinners, children become orphans,
and injured passengers often face pro-
longed treatment and financial hardship.

Despite repealed demands by residents,
transporlers and political represenlatives,
the expansion and improvement of major
highways have remained a longstanding
concern. The National Highway Authority
(NHA), along with the federal and provin-
cial povernments, must recognize that safe
roads are a fundamental public necessity
rather than a luxury. The authorities
should prioritize the construction of dual
carriageways on heavily travelled routes,
repair damaged road surfaces, install
proper warning signs and safety barriers,
andimprove emergency response arrange-
ments. Strict enforcement of traffic laws is
equally essential. Overloading, speeding,
reckless driving, unfit vehicles and driver
fatigue must be addressed through regular
inspections and effective monitoring,

Furthermore, accident-prone locations
should be identified through reliable data
and targeted for immediate corrective
measures. Rescue services, ambulances
and trauma facilities must also be strength-
ened to ensure that injured passengers
receive timely medical assistance.

Human lives cannot be replaced, and
condolences alone cannot prevent future
tragedies. The federal and provincial gov-
emments and the NHA must move
beyond assuranwes and take practical,
measurable steps to make Balochistan’s
highways safer.
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