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| '"There are no no-go areas
in Balochistan,' says Bugti

Our Corres

DERA BUGTI: Balochistan Chief Minister
Sarfraz Bugti has said there are no no-go areas in
the province, adding that members of both the
ruling party and the opposition regularly visit
their constituencies and remain in contact with
the public by attending local events.

He expressed these views while holding an
open court for the third consecutive day in North
Dera Bugti. Various tribal elders and local resi-
dents attended the event.

Bugti said resolving public grievances and
providing basic facilities were among the gov-
ermnment's top priorities. He said the open courts
were intended to give citizens an opportunity to
present their complaints directly to the govern-
ment leadership and ensure that the relevant
departments were held accountable for address-
ing their concerns.

He directed officials to act promptly on public
complaints and ensure that people's problems
were resolved without unnecessary delays.

Highlighting the importance of regional devel-

ndent
opment and road connectivity, Bugti said efforts
had been made to secure the release of federal
funds for a highway connecting Taunsa in Punjab
with Balochistan.

He said directives had also been issued to con-
duct a survey for the construction of a road link-
ing the Chhapar National Highway with Kharar
Buzdar. Upon completion, the project would pro-
vide Balochistan with an alternative route to
Punjab, facilitating transportation and promoting
commercial activities.

The chief minister also said special instruc-
tions had been issued to reopen govemment
schools in areas included in Barkhan district,
including Andar Pahor, Merern Wah and Rara
Sham, as well as other nearby localities.

He said the government was taking measures
to improve educational facilities and ensure that
schools remained functional. He added that girls'
education was being given equal importance and
that a pilot project was underway to provide girls
with better educational opportunities.
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~ The Nine - Hour Problem

Chief Minister Balochistan told something that sounds simple, but it is
actually the most honest thing said about governance in years. Mir Sarfraz
Bugti says smaller administrative units are necessary, new provinces
should come, along with smaller divisions and districts, The goal 15 to
bring government to people's doorsteps. This is not a new idea. But it is
finally being said by someone with the power to act. Balochistan is enor-
mous. A district officer in a large district can spend an entire day traveling
to one village. By the time he arrives, the problem has already become a
crisis. The vast region cannot be governed effectively from Quetta alone.
He says the administrative structure must fit Balochistan's specific cir-
cumstances. Those circumstances are simple. Vast land. Scattered people.
A history of the state being far away. In July 2026, the Balochistan gov-
emment issued a notification. Quetta was split into East and West. Kalat
Division was abolished entirely. Two new divisions, Khuzdar and
Lasbela, took its place. Wadh was carved out of Khuzdar and made a full
district. The province now has 11 divisions and 41 districts, up from 7
and 36. These are real changes.

They are not perfect. But they show direction. The government has a
test. It is called Koh-e-Suleman Division. Its headquarters is Rakhni. All
divisional posts for Koh-e-Suleman have been approved. Officers will be
appointed soon. He also announced a development package. A hospital. A
college. A dam. A model bazaar. Creating districts is easy. Making them
work is hard. A new district needs money. It needs staff. It needs a func-
tioning office. Without these, a new district is just a new line on a map.
The real test is simple. Can a farmer walk to a government office in his
own district and get a paper signed in one day? Can a mother reach a hos-
pital without traveling for hours? If the answer becomes yes, the reform is
real. If the answer stays no, nothing has changed except the letterhead on
the deputy commissioner's door. Three things matter. First, the new dis-
tricts must be funded.

A district without money is a district without power. Real resources
must follow the notifications. Second, staff must be appointed. Bugti said
Koh-e-Suleman posts are approved. Good. Now fill them. Then do the
same everywhere. Third, people must feel the difference. The government
should measure one thing. How long does it take a citizen to access a
basic service? If that time goes down, the reform is working.
Balochistan's problem is not that it lacks districts. Its problem is that the
state has often been absent from people's lives. Smaller units are a tool to
fix that. They are not the answer by themselves. Bugti deserves credit for
pushing this. He says he started two years ago. That suggests it is not Just
political noise. But credit is not success. The real measure will come
when a man in a village can say the government is not far away. Until
that day, the reform is unfinished. : ta
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