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XLV No. 1610 QUETTA Sunday October 18, 2026 / Jumada al-Awwal 06, 1448

K

Staff Report

QUETTA: Chief Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugh
met with Hikmatullah, the young
man who came forward (0 save
human lives during the crash of a
training plane in Nawan Qali. On
this occasion, the Chief Minister
appreciated the bravery and cour-
age of the young man and presented
hium with a ceruficate of apprecia-
ticn on behall of the Balochistan
government. Chief Minister Mir
Sarbaraz Bugts while paving trib-
ure 1o the spint of humanuy ol
voung Hikmatullah, said that he s
proud of such courageous vouth
who. without caring

2 for their own
lives, come forward to help others
i difficult and emergency situa-
tiens. He said that young men like
Hikmatullah are a proud asset of
Balochistan and an exemplary role
model for others. The Chuef
Minister said that our security

forces are making sacrifices tor the
security of the country and the
pation and for a safe and bright
future. The youth’s comung for-
ward to save humanYives at the site
of the plane crash in Nawan Qali is
a practical expression of the fact
that the people of Balochistan have
love and attachment to their secu-
nty forces. Mir Sarfaraz Bugti said
that aftempts to create a distance
berween the people of Balochistan
and the secunly forces thiough
baseless propapanda are contrary
e
dents retlect the fact thag iy

o realil
o reakin and that such mer-

\.‘(\]l]C
of Balochistan stand by thetr brave
secunty torces evervwhere and n
every situalion

Moreover, Mir Sarfraz Bugti has
stressed that national secunty must
remain above politieal considera-
hons, urging politeal leaders not to
allow state inerests to become
casualties of partisan politics

Addressing  Jamiat  Ulema-e-

Bugti honors young hero
who saved others in Nawan
QQal1 plane crash

Says state must not be sacrificed for political interests

Islam-F  Chief Maulana Fazlur
Reliman in a statement posted on
social media platform X. the chief
munister said that while differences
of opinion are an essential feature
of democracy, issues relating to
national security and counterter-
rorism require responsible  dis-
course, unity and a commitment (o
national interests.

Sarfraz Bugh said he mamntained
a relationship of mutual’ respect
with Maulana Fazlur Rehman and
valued his political wisdom and
eperienee However. he cmpha-
sized that any comparison between
the povernments ol Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and  Balochistan.
espectally in the context of terror-
ism, nahonal secunity and the
country’s civil and military leader-
ship, should be based on ground
realities. the challenges confront-
tng the state and the ongoing strug-
gle against terronsm.

The clief mmister noted that

Maulana Fazlur Rehinan and his
party had themselves been victims
of terrorist attacks and had suffered
significant political and human
losses. Given this background, he
said, it was expected that opinions
on such a sensiuve national issue
would also take into consideration
the state’s efforts against terrorism
and the sacrifices rendered by secu-
nty forces Highlighting the sitva-
tion in Balochistan, Bugti said the
province's  political  leadership.
despite 11y differences on various
asues, had demonstrated remarka-
Be wnity 10 confronfing ferrorism
He described  the  consensus
between the government and oppo-
sition on counterlerrorism matters
as an example of placing national
interests ahove partisan politics

He said opposition parties were
regularly taken into confidence in
the Balochistan Assembly regard-
ing anti-lerrorism strategies, key
decisions and related matters
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Administrative
reforms

Relorms in government departments
are essential for improving governance,
strengthening institutions and ensuring
that citizens receive timely and quality
public services. In Balochistan, where
people continue to face challenges relat-

ing to education, healthcare, water, infra-
structure, employment and other basic
facilities, adminustrative reforms must
move beyond paperwork and produce
visible improvements in people’s lives,

Chief Minister Mir Sarlraz Bugli, while
chairing a meeting on the performance of
government departments and  dratt
reform proposals, rightly emphasised
that reforms must be linked to tangible
and practical outcomes. Government
institutions should not be judged merely
by the number of meetings held, files pro-
cessed or schemes announced; their real
utility should be determined by the qual-
ity, efficiency and accessibility ot services
they provide to the public.

For reforms to succeed, every depart-
ment must have clearly defined responsi-
bilities and measurable performance
indicators. Officials at every level should
know what is expected of them, while
their performance should be evaluated
against clearly established targets. A sys-
tem based on merit, efficiency and
accounlability can help reduce unneces-
sary delays and improve public confi-
dence in government institutions.

Efficient utilisation of public resources
is equally important. Balochistan faces
financial and administrative constraints,
making it essential to ensure that availa-
ble resources are spent carefully and pro-
duce  maximum  public  benefit.
Duplication of funclions, unnecessary
administrative expenditure and inelfec-
tive structures should be identitied and
addressed. At the same time, depart-
ments should be provided with adequate
human resources, modern technology
and professional training to improve

their institutional capacity.

Transparency must remain al the heart
of the reform process. Recruitment, pro-
curement, development  projects  and
administrative decisions should be con-
ducted according Lo clear rules and made
subject to ellective oversight. Digital sys-
tems can reduce delays, improve record-
keeping and limit opportunities for
irregularities, Citizens should also have
accessible mechanisms through which
they can register complaints and obtain
timely responses from government
departments.

Reforms should also take into account
the specific needs of Balochistan. The
province’s vast geographical area, scat-
tered population and difticult terrain
require flexible administrative arrange-
ments and stronger services at the dis-
trict and local levels. Simply restructur-
ing offices in Quelta will not be sufficient
if people in remole areas continue to
struggle to access basic government ser-
vices.

The review of departmental perfor-
mance and administrative structures
provides an opportunity to identify
weaknesses and introduce meaningful
improvements. However, reform should
not become another exercise in produc-
ing reports and proposals. Its success
must ultimately be measured through
better schools, hospitals, roads, public
utilities, emplovment  services and
responsive administration.

The provincial government should
therefore establish clear timelines, meas-
urable targets and regular monitoring
mechanisms lor implementing approved
reforms.
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