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VOL XLV No. 1608 QUETTA Friday October 16, 2026 / Jumada al-Awwal 04, 14438 R

Bugti chairs review meeting
on provincial reforms |

Staff Report

QUETTA: Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti on Thursday chaired a
review mecting, continued for its sec-
ond consecutive day, 1o evaluate pro-
vincial departments’  performance
and draft reform proposals.

Says rural women play vital

public.

He stressed that every department
must fulfill its responsibilities effec-
tively, and that perfonnance should
be linked to measurable results. The
chief minister emphasized that the
primary objective of these reforms is
to make govermment institutions

=

Sl %

Balochistan’s socio-economic pro-
gress.In a message shared on sovial
media platform X, the chief minister
said empowening women economi-
cally and ensuring equal opportuni-
ties for their advancement remained a
key commitment of the Balochistan

role in social uplift

improve their access © lvu:sim,,
opportunitiesThe  Chicf’  Minister
emphasized the importance of pro.
vihing women living in rural and
remote areas with access W educa.
tion, healthcare, employment and
financial resources. He noted that
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Empowering
rural woinen

The International Day of Rural Women
is olwerved across the world on October
15 every year to recognize the vital con-
tribuiions of women to agriculture, food
security, rural economies and commu-
nity development. The day highlights
the challenges faced by rural women and
calls for practical measures to ensure
their empowerment, equal opportunities
and access toessential services. Howevet,
despite their significant role in society,
rural women in Balochistan continue to
face longstanding hardshigs that require
urgent attention from the government
and relevant authorities.

Women in rural areas of Balochistan
contribute substantially to household
economies, livestock management, agri-
culture and the upbringing of children.
Despite their tireless efforts, their contri-
butions often remain unrecognized,
while they have limited access to educa-
tion, healthcare, employment and deci-
sion-making opportunities. The devel-
opment of rural women has not received
the priority it deserves, leaving many
deprived of the benefits of social and
€ConOMIC Progress,

Even in the 21st century, women living in
remote districts and villages of Balochistan
confront numerous challenges, including
poverty, illiteracy, inadequate healthcare
facilities, poor transportation and a lack of
clean drinking water. In several areas, girls
have limited access to schools because of
long distances, inadequate educational
i ture and finandcal constraints.
. By s o TRV
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Consequently, many girls are unable to
complete their education, restricting, their
opportunities for personal growth and eco-
nomic independence. Healthcare is another
major concern for rural women. A shortage
of female doctors, trained birth attendants,
hospitals and basic health units in remote
areas makes maternal and reproductive
healthcare difficult to access. Women often
‘have to travel considerable distances to
obtain medical treatment, while poverty
and inadequate transport further compli-
cate their situation. Such deficiencies under-
line the need for greater investment in rural
healthcare  infrastructure.  Economic
empowerment is equally essential. Rural
women should be provided with vocational
training, agricultural support, livestock
management skills, access to microfinance
and opportunities to market their products.
These measures would help them become
finandally independent and contribute
more effectively to their families and local
economies. Their participation in commu-
nity organizations and local decision-mak-
ing bodies should also be encouraged.

The Balochistan government must for-
mulate and implement comprehensive
policies aimed at improving the living
conditions of rural women. Adequate
funds should be allocated for girls’ educa-
tion, healthcare, clean drinking water,
sanitation and skills development. The
International Day of Rural Women should
serve as ,a reminder that sustainable
development cannot be achieved without
women’s  participation.  Empowering
them is not merely a social obligation; it is
essential for reducing poverty, strength-
ening communities and building a pros-
perous future for the province.
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