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Govt providing quality medical
facilities to people: Bugti

Elders’ delegation from Dera Bugti calls on CM

Staff Report

QUETTA: Balochsitap Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti on
Thursday that providing quality
medical facilities 1o the people of
Balochistan 1s among the govern-
ment’s top priorities.

He said that positive results
from ongoing health sector
reforms and improvements in
medical facilities at goveroment
hospitals in  Balochistan are
becoming evident, ordinary citi-
zens 2nd Members of the
Provincial Assembly (MPAs) alike
are now secking treatment at these
public hospitals.

A successful 1y was
pesiormed on Mir Rahmat Saleh
Baloch—an MPA and former
Provincizl Health Minister at lhc

Cardwmg\ Department of (.ml
Sandeman Provincial Hospital,
Quetta.

Expressing satisfaction with the
medical facilitics provided at the
hospital, Mir Rahmat Salch

Baloch noted that the availability
of quality healthcare is sparing the
people of Balochistan the hardship
and extra expense of traveling to
other cities for treatment.

Balochistan Chief Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti, accompanied by
National Party chief Dr. Abdul
Malik  Baloch visited Civil
Sandman Provincial Hospital to
inquire after the health of the hos-
pitalized MPA, Mir Rahmat Saleh
Baloch.

The Chief Minister also con-
sulted the doctors regarding Mir
Rahmat Saleh Baloch’s condition.

On this  occasion, Chiefl
Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti stated
that providing quality medical
faciliies to the people of
Balochistan is among the govern-
ment’s top priorities.

Writing on the social media
platform X, the Chief Minister
said that the primary objective of
the ongoing health sector reforms
is to relieve the province’s resi-
dents ofthe nced to travel to

other cities for medical treatment.

He added that practical meas-
ures are underway to provide
modern medical facilities and
improve the standard of treatment
in government hospitals,

He said that the government is
striving to ensure that major hos-
pitals in the province are equipped
with medical centers and facilities
capable of treating complex ail-
ments locally.

Mir Sarfraz Bugti said that the
government is taking measures o
restore public confidence in gov-
ernment hospitals through reforms
in the health sector.

He mentioned that the govern-
ment aims for every citizen of
Balochistan to benefit from timely
and quality medical treatment
within the pro\.mcc chmmalmg

the need to travel 1o Qucua or out-
side the province for care.
Moreover, a delegation of
regional elders led by Zahid Ali
Bugti called on Chief Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugti

here on Thursday. The meeting
discussed in detail the regional
situation, ongoing development
projects in East and West Dera
Bugti, and measures related to the
welfare of the people. During the
meeting, issues related to ongoing
development projects in different
arcas of Dera Bugti. employment.
provision of basic facilities to the
people, and the overall situation of
the area came under discussion.
The delegation apprised the Chicl
Minister of various issues regard-
ing the ongoing development
activities and public welfare meas-
ures in the areca. Chief Minister
Mir Sarfaraz Bugti said that the
Balochistan government is taking
practical steps for the welfare of
the people and provision of basic
facilities. He said that the develop-
ment process is being taken for-
ward effectively in all areas of the
province so that facilities can be
ensured 1o the people. Other mat-
ters of mutual interest were also
discussed in the meeting.
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Water scarcity

Water scarcity has become a serious
issue worldwide. However, the devel-
oped countries have taken this issue
seriously before it becomes a disaster.
Thev are not only constructing dams,
installing desalination plants but also
creating awareness amongst masses
about proper consumption of water. But
sadly, developing countries °like
Pakistan are not paying heed to this
critical issue. Therefore, they are facing
the brunt of shortage of water that is not
only affecting their economies but also
causing mass migration.

Balochistan, the largest province of
the country in terms of landmass but
smallest in population wise, is facing a
serious shortage of water. Almost the
entire province gets drinking water
through tub- wells except some areas
where water is supplied through chan-
nels, kareezes and rivers.

Provincial capital Quetta, is under the
grip of acute shortage of water and
masses are compelled to take streets
and protest.

The population of Quetta city is
exceeding 2.5 million and the main
source of provision of water to the resi-
dents is ground water, which is deplet-
ing very fast owing to excessive pump-
ing, However, if the tube- wells installed
throughout the city owned by WASA
are properly utilized the shortage of

water could be addressed to a great
extent, Besides provision of water by
WASA, a huge population of Quetta is
compelled to buy water from tankers.
Interestingly there is no check and bal-
ance upon tankers’ business. Owing to
this, the tanker mafia has become so
strong that it raises the rate of tankers
according to their own will. Besides,
tanker mafia and some officials of
WASA are always blamed for allegedly
creating artificial water shortage in the
city. In such situations, masses are com-
pelled to buy water tanks from Rs 2500
to 3000.

In order to address the water crisis of
Quetta in the long run, the government
must timely complete the construction
of Mangni Dam, Burj Aziz Dam, Halk
Dam and Babar Kach Dam which are
included in the federal PSDP.

The dysfunctional tube-wells of
WABSA should be repaired at the earliest
and a proper mechanism is evolved in
supplying water to the residents.

The government should enforce a ban
of using drinking water for car washing,
and construction workers immediately,
make functional sewerage water lreat-
ment plants and provide water o car
washing centers and for construction
work at affordable prices.

If timely steps are not taken in curb-
ing water shortage, the Quetta city
would soon change into a deserted area,
and masses would be having no other
option but to migrate.
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Space Sciences Needs Balochistan Youth

From October 4th to 10th, the world celebrates World Space Week.
The Space and Upper Atmosphere Research Commission (SUPARCO)
is organizing events across the country under the theme "Rocket
Revolution". There will be contests, workshops, and webinars.
Students in Islamabad, Karachi, and Lahore will get to design rockets,
take photos of the night sky, and hear from experts about space mis-
sions. But what about Quetta? What about Balochistan? The Question
need Answer. Here is a simple question. Is there any institute in
Balochistan that offers a proper education in space sciences? The
answer, unfortunately, is no. The only dedicated space science univer-
sity in Pakistan is the Institute of Space Technology in Islamabad, It
was founded in 2002 and offers degrees in space science, aerospace
engineering, and remote sensing. It has powerful telescopes and obser-
vatories. Balochistan has none of this. The question remains, why not?

Why this gap exists? The money that is allocated for education most-
ly goes to salaries, not to new facilities or specialized programs. When
the basics are missing, space science feels like a luxury. But it is not a
luxury. It is a necessity. There is another problem. The curriculum in
Balochistan is disconnected from the realities of the province. |
Children learn in Urdu or English from day one, even though most
speak Balochi, Pashto, or Brahui at home. The content they study has
little to do with their lives. It is no wonder that many lose interest and
drop out. The result is a system that does not inspire curiosity. It does
not encourage dreaming, and space science, more than anything, is
about dreaming. There is no space science department in any universi-
ty in the province. There is no planetarium. There is no observatory.
There is no mentor who can guide them. A planetarium is not just a
building with a dome. It is a gateway. It is a place where a child from
Sibi or Chaman can sit under a simulated night sky and see the rings
of Saturn. It is a place where a teenager can learn how rockets work. It
is a place where a teacher can bring a class and say, Look up. There is
a whole universe waiting for you,

Private sector and international donors should take notice. There is a
hunger for knowledge in Balochistan. There is a willing workforce.

What is missing is opportunity, A planetarium is a cheap investment
compared 10 its potential returns. World Space Week is a celebration of
human curiosity. It is a reminder that we are all passengers on a small
planet, orbiting a small star, in a vast and mysterious universe. That
feeling of awe should not be limited to a few cities. A young gitl in
Quetta has as much right to dream of becoming an astronomer as a
young boy in Islamabad , Lahore or Karachi, The stars do not care
about borders or budgets. They shine on everyone equally. It is time
our institutions did the same.
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