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QUETTA: Chlef Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti cutting ribbon to inaugurate Municipal Services Initiative 2026 on Monday. :

Balochistan fully prepared to
hold upcoming LB polls: Bugti

Pays tribute to teachers on World Teachers’ Day: -

Staff Report

QUETTA: Chicf Minister (CM)
Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Bugli has
reaffirmed that the provincial gov-
crnment is fully prepared to hold the
upcoming local body elections with-
out delay, pledging to further
strengthen the municipal system
and cnsure transparent clecloral
processes. Speakingat the Provincial
Disaster Management  Authority
office during a ceremony organized
under the  Municipal Services
Initiative 2026, the CM highlighted
the government’s commitment to
modernizing municipal services. He
said that in the first phase, all
municipal committees across the
province are being equipped with
modern machinery and essential
cquipment, while in the sccond

phasc these facilities will be
extended to union councils, small
towns, and rural areas,

Sarfraz Bugli  noled that

—— Balochistan remains the only prov-

ince where local government elec-
tions have alrcady been held, with
the current tenure of municipal bod-
ics setto conclude in February 2027
He assured that fresh elections will
be conducted immediately thereaf-
ter, with no excuses or delays, “Our
focus is on empowering local gov-
crnments to deliver beller municipal
services, improve sanitation sys-
tems, and cnhance governance
standards,” he said.

The CM announced the provision
of 15 scwerage suction trucks, 87
sanitation rickshaws, over 350 gar-
bage containcrs, 500 handcarts, and
more than 700 dustbins to municipal
committees, He emphasized that
smaller equipment such as hand-
carts and rickshaws are particularly
vital for narrow streets where larger
trucks cannot operate.

Sarfraz Bugti also drew attention
to the sanitation challenges in
Cbaman, recounting how heaps of
garbage up to 13 feet high were
recently cleared following a special

campaign initiated by the local
administration. He urged citizens to
actively participate in maintaining
cleanliness, stressing that govern-
ment machinery alone cannot
cnsure sustainable sanitation with.
out public cooperation.The CM fur-
ther announced the introduction of
mobile opplications to facilitate
direct public complaints to the CM
Secretariat, ensuring accountability
ol'municipal stafY, He also reiterated
the government's decision to impose
a complete ban on polythene bags
across Balochistan afler a four-
month awareness campaiga.

Morcover, Chicf Minister Mir
Sarfraz Bugti has paid glowing trib-
ute (o teachers across the province
on the occasion of World Teachers®
Day, acknowledging their vital role
in shaping socicty, building charac-
ter. and guiding the future of the
younger generation.

Sarfraz Bugti said teachers are
not only transmitters of knowledge
but also play a fundamental role in

molding the personality, values, and
thinking of children. He stressed
that the government of Balochistan
will continue efforts to safeguard
the professional digaity of teachers,
provide a conducive teaching envi-
ronment, and empower ¢ducators to
deliver  quality  education.Chief
Minister noted that the theme of this
yeat’s World Teachers® Day empha-
sizes standing with teachers and
protecting the profession. He high-
lighted that over the past two years,
more than 786,000 children have
been brought into the education sys-
tem, i_l_xg}v._:dl_ng 231,000 in 2025 and
281,000 so far in 2026.Sar(rz Bugti
said the Balochistan Education
Foundation's community schools
have provided opportunitics to
154,000 children, while the reacu-
vation of mon-functional schools
cnabled over 95,000 children to
rejoin the education system. To
strengthen teaching capacity, more
than 15,000 teachers have been
recruited on merit.
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Need of political
dialogue

Balochistan is passing through a difficult
phase, with the deteriorating law and order
situation crenting serious challenges for the
people, economy and overall development
of the province. The worsening security
environment, particularly over the past two
years, has multiplied the hardships of ordi-
nary citizens and created an atmosphere of
uncertainty that requires urgent and com-
prehensive attention from the government.

Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz
Bugti has rightly emphasised that political
issues must be resolved through political
processes and reaffirmed the government's
readiness toengage with political stakehold-
ers. At the same time, he has made it clear
that negotiations cannot be held with those
who shed innocent blood or take up arms,
stressing that the writ of the state and pro-
tection of citizens are non-negotinble. This
position highlights the difficult halance
between maintaining security and creating
space for peaceful rw&nbml engagement.

ing ata lecture organised by

the Islamabad Policy Research Institute, the
chief minister alsostressed that Balochistan's
must be understood in the context

of its history, geography, sodal structure,
political evolution and present realities. This
is an important point beasuse the province's
¢ o cannot be Eddrased

through selective narmtives or isolated inci-
dents. A comprehensive approach based on

historical facts, documented evidence, polit-
joal understanding and the aspirations of
the people is required.

TL‘(- continuing deterioration in law and
order has also severely affected economic
activities. Several highways and important
routes haveincreasingly become difficult for
travellers and transporters, adversely affect-
ing the movement of goods and people. Asa
resull, trade and business activities have
slowed down, while transportation costs
and risks have increased. The uncertainty
hus also discouraged investors. Even
national investors oppear reluctant to
expand their businesses or undertake new
projects in Balochistan, depriving the prov-
ince of employment opportunities and
much-needed economic growth. Peace and
development are inseparable. No province
an altract investment, promole lourism,
expand tride or create employment without
ensuring security and political stability.

The authorities should initiate an earnest
and sustained di process involving
all peaceful political stakeholders and sev-
tions of society. Such engagement shoukd
aim at addressing genuine grievances,
strengthening public confidence and creat-
ing consensus on the future direction of the
province. At the same time, the state must
continue protecting citizens and enforcing
the law against those involved in violence.

Balochistan needs peace, stability and
economic opportunity. A balanced policy of
dialogue, development and firm action
against violence can help restore public con-
fidence and put the province on the path
toward lasting peace and prosperity.
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https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

