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© balochistantimes.pk () @balochistantimes.pk ) BTimes_pk

QUETTA: Country Directar of

\Werd Feed Programme (WFP) Palistan Anta Hirsh calls en Chief Minister Mir Sarfrez Sugh on WednesZay.

CM, WEP agree to ensure food

security, ending ma

nutrition

CM Bugti, Punjab Governor discuss inter-provincial relations, development

Staff Report

QUEITA/LAHORE: The Covmary
Disecsor ofthe World Food Progremme
(WFP) Palcstan, Aoy Hind, called
cc Balochstan Chief Mimsex Mw
Sorfraz Bagti ca Wedssdsy.,

Duxing the mocting, detailed &s-
cossons were bald oa mutml coopers-
e, induding cadng malmminoe,
cosunmg food socumny, 1:;10\}.*
merme ol opedsp ool
WEP propects 12 Balochistas

The mevemg rocoad ogomz
WFPspoosaxed  propecss,  the B

. soourdy stustion 12 the provece, =d

fatime eehes
Descossaces also oused pamaieny

ot offrts more eficemve © Bk

sutmintin provads griky minxe

; »mnﬂ:ﬂh-&m

= ma

food sy Chaef M=ser Mz
Sarfraz Boru ead st metzentoa sa
seroes ssue i Balochtaes aod wall
coordineead, joimt efforts bemmoen the
govermment, itormataen! oepamiza-
txes, and reinast stalmholders are
essemal baddes e

He sazmtamad thas the Balochastan
Govermnent © takmg effactive meas-
wes © chmists molmtntica and
mprove food sacenny, 2ad beghly val
e the copemnm of mivrmason!
orEmaranes m s regad

The Choef M=noer added that pro-
Vg adaquste and qualxy mermoa
0 wormes and childeen s fimdamental
10 crezmng a heshly and vivant so-
ety wade mal=enton drecdy mpas
e beadh child devedopmet. and
overall hemes progress, bep-term and
satzmable measaey s mEpee-
I —————

Bl 2 resolve they resoe

M Serfrar Bogd frdorocadtha
the joi=2 insheives of the Govermmens
of Balochiem and the Woddd Food
Progrem woeld yeld frsrfel rseds
eraBomtme malmtrnna =d proext-
= food ooy = the proviace.

Assunns oy poshis sppont
from the provine] poversmet Sox
WFPS cmpoing prosects, be sased that
the proviacal admmrennia is ready
to firther expand the ope of mml
coopernon.

Morcovez, Cef{ M=mseer Mz
Sxfrez Bygt oid ca Papd
Governor Sander Selsem Hadr Kim
2 Govemxs Hoose b ™
Wadnasdoy The ot docoasad
e overall weatve @ the cosmtry.
mxepovacal chioes, bawoaad
order, dovdopracst pripects and mma

ters of peblic imerey.

Spealong ca the coaon. Governor
Pamed Sonder Soleem Hader Khan
saad Baloc=staa was o imtegral pastof
Pakaem zad is dnvalopment =d pros-
penty were chnely bolnd azh the pro-
o of the cooine commy. He ssd the
poople of Balochises bad doep 2ece
mitlba;xmn.m.llb:ea::y
a.ﬁ-:u:b.nba_m&\e\md
2l foor proviiess was esernsl S
matome] progress,

Tb: sovern smd e Palosaan
= T m‘
&hts.:.kks:uh:mmn:g
o pedbe savioe 2ad hod comsseemy
srurgded &r&ng;;dtz .
He 23dod 4t e cxsence of polaa
B wning e popk o e,
&umsup—r.nlm
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Mass transit train

The launch of Balochistan's first mass
transit train service, the Jinnah People's
Train, marks an important development
in the provinee’s public transport system.
For a city like Quetta, where increasing,
populatlon, traflfic congestion and rising,
transportation  costs ann made daily
commuting increasingly  difficult, the
introduction of an affordable rail service
can provide much-needed relief to citi-
zens, The real success of this initintive,
however, will depend on its continuity,
elficiency, safety and accessibility for
ordinary commulers,

The 32-kilometre route between Sariab
and Kuchlok, with seven stations, has the
potential to connectimportant residential
and commercial arcas  with Quelta,
Students, government and private-sector
employees, labourers, traders and other
daily commuters can particularly benefit
from a relinble railway service. With lares
proposed between Rs50 and Rs100, the
train could become an economical alter-
native to road transport ot a time when
fuel prices and transport fares are placing
an increasing burden on household budg-
els,

The decision to provide free travel to
senior citizens and persons with disabili-
ties is also a positive step towards making

wablic transport more inclusive. Such
}m'llilios should be implemented effec-
tively, while stations must have appropri-
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The government’s decision to utilise
locally available resources rather than
wait for an expensive imported train is
also worth noling. Public transport pro-
jects should be designed according to
local requirements, available resources
and long:term sustainability.

Quetta urgently needs an integrated
public transporl system. The Jinnah
People’s Train should therefore not be
treated as an isolated project. It should be
coordinated with the existing Green and
Pink bus services so that commulers can
conveniently  shift  between  different
modes of transport. Adequate parking,
pedestrion facilities and safe access (o
railway slations are equally important.

The proposed exlension towards
Mastung, and the suggestion of introduc-
ing another similar train should be con-
sidered as part of o broader strategy for
expanding affordable transportation
across the province.

Quetla’s growing population requires
modern, affordable and dependable pub-
lic transportation. The Jinnah People’s
Train can become a useful component of
that system if authorities ensure regular
operation, safety, cleanliness, proper
maintenance and transparent manage-
ment. What matlers now is not merely
launching the service but sustaining and
gradually expanding it so that the people
of Balochistan can enjoy ils benefits for
years to come.
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