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! Bugti praises securit |

forces for successfu

operation in Panjgur,

Visits Senator Bazai’s house
to offers condolences

Staft Report

QUETTA Chiet Minister Mir Sar faraz Dugti has paid tribute
1o the successiul operation of the security forces in the Aphan
Koh, P'rom area of Panjgur,

The Chief Minister said that the security forees are con-
ducting operations against terrorists in Dalochistan under
Operation Rad-ul-Fitaa 3, On information about the presence
of Fitna-ul-Hindustan tecrorists in the Aphan Koh, Prom arca
of Panjgur, the secunty forees conducted an operation, as a
result of which four terrorists were Killed.

A large quantity of modern weapons and ammunition were
also recovered from the possession of the slain terrorists durs
ing the operation. Chiel Mimister Mir Sarfaraz Dugti said that
he secunty forces have made unprecedented sacrifices in the
war against terrorism, the nation is proud of its brave security
forees, He said that the operations will continue until the com.
plete elimination of tetrotism, they are following o zero toler-
ance policy against antisstate clements. The efforts of the
security forees to establish peace and stability are commend.
able,

Moreover, Chiel Minister Mir Sarfaraz Dugti on Monday
visited the house ol Senator Nasecdullah Bazai and oftered
condolences and Fateha to the family on his death. The Chiefl
Minister Dolochistan prayed for the forgiveness of the
deceased, elevation of ranks and patience for the bereaved
family, Chief Minister Mir Sarfaroz Dugti also visited the
house of Muhammad Hashim and ofTered condolences and
Fateha to the family on the death of his father Haji Abdul
Wahid. The Chiet' Minister prayed for forgiveness for the
deceased and patience and perseverance for the family,
Provinelal ministers, parliamentary secretaries and members
ol the Provineial Assembly were also with the Chiet’ Mimster
Dalochistan on this oceasion.
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Water crisis

The growing water crisis in Quetta has
reached a critical threshold, laying bare
the profound gap between the city's
expanding needs and the municipal
infrastructure meant to sustain it. A
recent high-level review chaired by
Commissioner Quetta Division Zeeshan
Lashari painted a stark picture of the
Water and Sanitation Authority’s (WASA)
operational and financial paralysis.
While the provincial capital demands
roughly 60 million gallons of water daily
to sustainits population, WASA manages
to deliver a mere 31 million gallons. This
massive deficit leaves nearly half the city
dependent on alternative sources, trans-
forming access to a basic human right
into an everyday battle for survival.

At the core of this supply. failure lies
severe infrastructure neglect, fueled by
chronic underfunding. Of the 544 public
tube wells scattered across the Chiltan
and Zarghoon zones, nearly a third 167
units sit entirely idle simply because the
agency lacks the money for routine main-
tenance and repairs. Instead of serving as
a robust public utility, WASA finds itself
bogged down by a severe budget deficit.
With annual expenditures exceeding Rs
4.064 billion against a budget allocation
of Rs 3.705 billion, the authority struggles
to cover basic liabilities like electricity
bills, maintenance, and employee sala-
ries. Meanwhile, revenue generation

- -

remains drastically inadequate; 97,000
registered domestic and commervial con-
sumers yield only around Rs 240 million
annually, leaving the agency trapped in a
perpetual cycle of fiscal insolvency.

This institutional shortfall has trig-
Ferod an unchecked surge in unregu-
ated private extraction. Today, Quetta is
pierced by nearly 1,400 commercial and
998 agricultural tube wells, the vast
majority of which operate without regis-
tration or oversight. Unregulated com-
mercial entities routinely step in to profit
from the public utility’s deficit, accelerat-
ing the depletion of the valley’s precious
underground aquifers while exposing
residents to exorbitant costs. The impact
of this mismanagement is felt acutely in
neighborhoods like Sariab, where the clo-
sure of the Dasht Well Field has com-
pletely cut off supply, throwing entire
communities into distress.

Administrative directives to optimize
resources and fix non-functional tube
wells are a step in the right direction, but
superficial fixes will not solve a structural
breakdown. Resolving Quetta’s water
emergency requires decisive political
will to overhaul WASA's financial model,
clamp down on illegal groundwater
exploitation, and immediately _inject
funds to restore dead infrastructure.

Without urgent, systemic reform, the
capital will remain tethered to an unsus-
tainable private tanker economy, leaving
its citizens to pay the price for bureau-
cratic inertia.
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