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Flour crisis

A critical humanitarian and economic
ency is quietly lnkin% shape across
mislan as the specter of an acute flour
crisie threatens the province. With basic
sustenance slipping out of the reach of the
common citizen, the situation demands
immediate intervention rather than
administrative inertia. Reports from the
provincial Food Department paint a
deeply concerning picture of complete offi-
dal u ess. While the govemn-
ment has formally approved the procure-
ment of 500,000 sacks of wheat, the reality
on the ground reveals empty government
warehouses without a single grain in
reserve. This glaring absence of strategic
stocks exposes a fundamental flaw in
province’s food security planning, leaving
millions vulnerable to immediate market
shocks and artificial inflation.

The immediate bottleneck in resolving
this impending shortage lies within the
bureaucratic machinery itself Despite
executive authorization, the Finance
Department has yet to release the neces-
sary funds required to initiate the pur-
chase. Official sources confirm that pro-
curement from the Pakistan Agricultural
Storage and Services Corporation can
only commence once these financial
resources are disbursed. Compounding
the problem is the unavoidable element of
time: even after the release of funds, the
logistics of purchasing, transporting, and
storing the wheat in%ﬂl godowns will

take at least a full month. In the realm of
essential food commodities, a thirty-day
gap represents an unacceptable period of
risk during which market vulnerabilities
multiply rapidly. The real-world conse-
quences of this supply delay are already
impacting households across the prov-
ince. Exploiting the stark mismatch
between supply and demand, private
market players have driven up the prices
of wheat, triggering a direct spike in the
cost of flour sacks. For ordinary families
already grappling with broader economic
hardships, the daily struggle to afford
basic bread has become severe. When the
price of an absolute diemz staple surges,
it immediately erodes the purchasing
power of low- and middle-income com-
munities, transforming a logistical mis-
step into a broader social crisis.
Addressing this burgeoning emergency
requires swift and decisive action. The
provincial government must immediately
prioritize the release of funds from the
Finance Department to eliminate further
delays. Concurrently, emergency trans-
portation and streamlined logistics should
be armanged to shorten the standard one-
month delivery timeline. Furthermore,
price control mechanisms and strict anti-
hoarding measures must be strictly
enforced in local markets to prevent
exploitative price hikes during this interim
i Maintaining an uninterrupted,
affordable supply of flour is not merely a
logistical ge; it is a fundamental
responsibility of the state to ensure the
basic survival and stability of its people.
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