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Valuing merit

The sale of government jobs is one of

the most serious forms of corruption

because it directly attacks the rights and
future cf educated young people. In

. Balochistan, where unemployment Is

already high and government employ-
ment remains a major soune of liveli-

. hood, allegations that jobs are being sold

for money are deeply disturbing,

Balochistan Chief Minister Sarfraz
Bugti has taken a welcome position by
waming that no government job in the

rovince will be allowed to be sold. He

as made it clear that no minister or secre-
tary would be spared if credible evidence
of such a practice emerges. While chair-
ing a meeting of the secretaries’ commit-
tee, the chief minister also ordered an
inquiry into complaints of irregularities
in recruitment in the Forest Department
and directed that anyone found guilty
after an impartial investigation should
face strict legal action.

Such statements can restore public con-
fidence only if they are followed by trans-
parent and  meaningful action.
Revruitment should be based entirely on
meril, qualification and clearly defined
criteria, No candidate should be required
lo pay money, use political influence or
approach powerful individuals to secure
employment.

The government should therefore
expand the inquiry beyond the Forest
Department and investigate recruitment

Dalocl:'l_!?_SF—AP ZU?-G Pago No.l 3

in other departments, particularly the
Education Department, where appoint-
ments made in previous years should be
reviewed il credible complaints or evi-
dence exist. The purpose should not be to
targetindividuals or employees appointed
through legitimate procedures, but to
ldvnll(y cases where merit was deliber-
ately compromised, recruitment rules
were violated  or  appointments  were
obtained through bribery and influence,

A comprehensive audit of recruitment
rvonds, including selection lists, inter-
view marks, qunll{h‘nllml documents and
appointment orders, could help identify
irregularities, Where evidence establishes
wrongdoing, those responsible must be
punished under the law regandless of
their position or political influence,

The ruvlm'iun‘,uwrnnwm must also
strengthen recruitment institutions and
introduce greater transparency through
publicly available vacancies, clear criteria,
compulerized testing and merit lists. A
confidential mmlgnlnl mechanism
should be established so applicants can
report demands for bribes or political
interference without fear,

Balochistan'’s  youth  deserve  jobs
through merit, not money or connections.
Ending the sale of government jobs would
send a powerful message that public
employment belongs to Itfx' people and
cannot become a source of personal
enrichment. The chief minister's warning
should now be transformed into sus.
tained action, accountability and institu.
tional reform,
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