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Addiction trap

Druy, addi tion among young, peaple i
Balochistan has emerged as o deeply
alarming 1ssue that demands immediate
and «onous attention from the government,
educational institutions, parents and socr-
oty at bage What was once considered a
problem conhined 1o a limiated segment ol
society has now spread Lo students, teenag-
ers and even educated youth, making itone
of the most dangerous socal challenges
facing the province today. If leftunches ked,
this growing menace threatens notonly the
future of countless young individuals but
also the social and moral tabric of society.

The problem becomes even more dis-
turbing when teenagers begin expenment-
ing with harmful substances merely to
impress fnends or imatate adults. The
increasing use of electric cgarettes and
vapes amony, school- and college-going,
youth is a clear example of how substance
use is being normalised in social settings.
Many adolescents view vaping as a fash-
ionable habit rather than a dangerous gate-
way to more serious addictions. This false
sense of harmlessness can gradually push
young, people toward stronger and more
destructive narcotics.

Reports and observations from different
areas suggest that university students are
among the largest groups affected by drug,
abuse in Balochistan. The involvement of
both male and female students in sub-
stances such as ice and heroin is a deeply

——

troubling development Unversiies are
meant 1o h' ll'[l'ﬂ“- l1| !l'."]“n,'J vsean h
and character-building, yet the spread of
drugs within - academuc  environments
undermines the very purpoese of ecducation
and places the future of an entire perera
ton at nsk

Drug, addiction destroys far more than
the health of the person using narcotics It
disrupts education, weakens judgment,
damages physical and mental well being
and olten pushes young people towar 10-
lation, crime or selt-destruchion. At the
came time, famudies of addicted imdivydals
suffer immense pam Parents and siblings
are forced o endure emotional trauma,
soctal embarrassment and financal hard-
ship while trying to support or rehablitate
thetr loved ones.

The government and relevant authorities
must no longer treat this 1ssue casually.
Strict action 1s needed aganst drug tral-
fickers and those supplying narcoties near
educational nstitutions Awareness cam-
pagns should be launched in schools, col-
leges and universities to educate students
about the harmful consequences of drug
use and vaping. Rehabilitaion centres
must also be strengthened so that those
already trapped in addiction can reveive
proper treatment and support.

Balochistan cannot atford to lose its
youth to drugs, negligence and social indat-
ference. The authorities, educational msti-
tutions, parents and civil society must
wark together to confront this menace
betore it grows even turther.
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