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CM Bugti lauds
completion of Balochistan
Entrepreneurship
Program

Staff Report

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti has
said that the completion of the training of 600 women under
the Women Entrepreneurship Development Program is wel-
come and a significant step towards the economic independ-
ence of women in the province, The Balochistan government
is taking practical steps fo stand on their own feet by providing
them with education, skills, employment and business oppor-
tunities. In his message on the social networking website X,
the Chief Minister said that the provision of financial assis-
tance to 100 women who started businesses under the program
is a practical reflection of the government’s commitment to
empower women economically, The government is trying not
to limit the talented women of Balochistan to just making
them skilled but also to provide them with opportunities to
start their own businesses and lead a dignified economic life.
Mir Sarfaraz Bugti said that we want every daughter of
Balochistan to have skills, knowledge and employment in her
hands, not gunpowder. On the one hand, the government is
providing opportunities for education, development, eco-
nomic independence and prosperity to women, while on the
other hand, terrorist elements are pushing Baloch girls towards
a futile war and darkness by turning them into suicide bomb-
ers. The Chief Minister said that terrorist elements want to
link the future of our girls with destruction and violence,
while the Balochistan government is trying to link their future
with education, skills, employment and prosperity. It is the
common responsibility of all of us to give the daughters of
Balochistan the path of education and development instead of
extremism and violence. He said that the Baloch people have

to decide whether they want to see the future of their girls in_

education, development and prosperity or in terrorism and
destruction. The choice of the Balochistan government is
clear. We want a future for our daughters where they have
ample opportunities to advance, utilize their talents and con-
tribute to the economic well-being of their families. Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti said that women’s economie independence is
not just a matter of women’s development but also the founda-
tion of a strong family, a stable society and sustainable eco-
nomic development. The Balochistan government will further
expand such programs of training, financial assistance and
business opportunities for women. He said that the women of
Balochistan are talented and all they need is opportunities and
resources. The government will fulfill its responsibility to

convert their talents into economic opportunities and provide

them with a dignified and independent life.
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Agricultural
emergency

The demand by Kisan Ittehad
Chairman Khalid Hussain Batth for
declaring an agricultural vnwrgm‘&tin
Balochistan deserves serious considera-
tion. Agriculture is not merely an eco-
nomic activity in the province; it is a life-
line for a large portion of the rural popu-
lation. In the absence of major industries,
thousands of families depend directly or
indirectly on farming, livestock, border

trade and commerve. Any crisis affecting
agriculture therefore has consequences
far beyond farmers and threatens the
wider rural economy.

Speaking at a press conference, Mr
Batth rightly pointed out that the deteri-
orating security situation has created
additional  difficulties for farmers.
Continued violence and insecurity dis-
courage investment, restrict movement
and make it difficult for farmers to trans-
port agricultural produce and obtain
essential inputs. The loss of lives among
civilians, security personnel and govern-
ment employees has further deepened
uncertainty and instability across the
province. Peace is consequently a basic
requirement for agricultural recovery.

Farmers are also facing rising produc-
tion costs and what Mr Batth described
as flawed government policies. Wheat
growers, for example, struggle to receive
a reasonable return despite spending
heavily on seeds, fertiliser, electricity,
machinery and other inputs. At the same
time, consumers face high flour prices,
creating - an unfortunate situation in
which both the producer and consumer
suffer. Such a distorted agricultural sys-
tem requires immediate policy interven-
tion.

The government must understand that
supporting farmers is directly linked to
food security. Wheat, rice, vegelables,
fruits and other commodities produced
by farmers feed millions of people and
contribute to the national economy and
foreign exchange earnings. Neglecting

agriculture can increase dependence on
expensive supplies from outside the
province and place additional pressure
on already struggling households.

Restrictions affecting the transporta-
tion and availability of fertiliser, seeds,
agricultural medicines, solar equipment
and tube-well machinery should be
reviewed immediately. Farmers cannot
increase production when essential
inputs are either unavailable or exces-
sively expensive. Particular attention is
also needed for irrigation, as reliable
water supplies are fundamental to agri-
culture in Balochistan’s largely arid envi-
ronment. Promoting solar-powered irri-
gation through transparent and afforda-
ble schemes could provide meaningful
relief. ;

An agricultural emergency should
involve more than a declaration. The
government must develop a comprehen-
sive plan covering affordable inputs, irri-
gation, agricultural credit, crop insur-
ance, modern farming techniques, stor-
age facilities, market access and fair
prices for produce. Special attention
should be given to small farmers who
have limited financial capacity to with-
stand losses.

Reviving agriculture can reduce rural
poverty, create employment and
strengthen food security. The provincial
and &dera] governments should there-
fore treat the Kisan Ittehad’s demand as
an urgent economic priority and take
practical steps to rescue the province’s
rural economy.
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