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Bugti announces
jobs for Khilji brothers
for hellging acid
attack victim

Staff Report

QUETTA: Chiefl Minister of Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Bugti
has anoounced government jobs for Abdul Razzaq Khilji and
his brother in recognition of their timely and courageous ssis-
tance to Lady Doctor Mahnoor Nasar, who was the victim of
an acid attack at Civil Hospital Quetta.

Mecting the young men o the Chicl Minister's Secretariat,
Sarfraz Bugti praiscd their humanity, bravery, and sclfless-
ness, noting that Abdul Rozzaq Khilji risked his own life 1o
help the injured doctor. He said such compassionate 2od
responsible youth are role models for socicty and a source of
pride for the province.

The Chief Minister emphasized that the government valucs
and acknowledges citizens who step forward to save lives and
assist those in distress.

He added that the bravery and hutnanitarian spirit shown by
Kbhilji and his brother set a positive example for the younger

i generation, who should learn from such acts of courage and |
empathy. Sarfraz Bugti declared that the provincial govern-
ment will continue to encourage and honor individuals who
demonstrate extraordinary service to humanity, Expressing
gratitude, Abdul Razzaq Khilji and his brothers thanked the |
Chicf Minister for his support, recognition, and the announce-
ment of empioyment, calling it a matter of bonor. They also
appreciated the government’s limely assistance and commit-
ment to helping victims in difficult tires.
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Olive farming

The effects of climate change and water
sarcily have severely domaged the Tush
green orchards of Balochistan, particu-

lary apple, cherry, peach and grape
orchards, over the past two decades. TI:-
destruction has caused irreparable losses
to farmers and communilies, many of
whom are slill struggling to revover. The
situation demands a major transformation
of the inces ogricullural system
towands crops that require less waler.

Agricultural experts are increasingly
advovating the plantation of olive trees as a
sustainable alternative. Although the tran-
sition is laking place, ils pace remains slow.
Promoting olive cultivation could help
address water scarcily and encourage Jow-
water farming al a time when Balochistan
is rapidly moving lowards becoming o
waler-stressed region. Agricullure remains
vital to Balochistan’s economy and liveli-
hood, with more than 70 percent of the
population associaled with farming and
related activities. The government must
therefore take practical measures lo prolect
and modernise the sevlor. While agricul-
tural practices have changed oomkg-ubl
around the world, much of Balochistan still
relics on centuries-old methods that are
labour-intensive, less productive and heav-
ily dependent on waler.

The province has experienced pro-
Jonged droughs in the past, during which
many fruit orchards perished because of
declining water availability and falling

roundwater levels. Despite these realities,
Enrmcrs conlinued investing in waler-
intensive crops such as apples, cherries
and peaches, leaving them ';\igh]y vulner-
able o drought and waler shorluges.

Balochistan, however, possesses vast

arcassuitable for olive cultivation, The pro-
motion of olive farming, could provide
farmers witha -unluimhL- alternative and
create new opportunities for economic
prmpvril'.): particularly for rural commu-
nities. The government should provide
farmers with training, technical assistance
and financial support until their erchards
become productive. An equally Important
slep is Lhe establishment of olive oil extrac-
tion plants across suitable districts. Such
fucilities would provide farmers with
accessible  markets for their  produce,
encourage further cultivation and create
employment opportunities.

Olive trees require comparatively less
waler and are well suited to harsh climatic
conditions. Their cultivation could there-
fore benefit both agriculture and the envi-
ronment. However, sustainable farming
vannot be achieved without adopling
modern, science-hased agncultural tech-
niques and efficient waler- gement
practices. The government should also
encournge the cullivation of barren and
underutilised land and promote agricul-
ture and livestock together to generate rev
enue, reduce poverty and create employ-
ment. Farmers, meanwhile, must gradu.
ally move away from traditional water-
intensive practices and embrace modern
methods. Balochistan’s agncultural future
depends on adapting to climate realities.
Promoling olives and other low-waler
crops can help protect livelihoods, con-
serve scarce water resources and build a
more resilient agricultural economy for
future generations.
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