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necessary action.

for (Diféctor General)

The Press Secretary to ‘
Chief Minister, Balochistan, Quetta.

PHONE NO: 081-0202543-0201615-9201956, FAX N0O:081-0201108

RAMZAY R OAD Q UETTA e-mait dzprquettabalochistan@.com, dgprquettaadvi@gzmall.com
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Police violence

The ul"\‘t‘,ﬁ] police violence against
Pashtun workers from Balochistan at o
hotel in Sindh is deeply dl-.u"l‘lnt; and
demands immediate atlention from the
Provindal and  federal  authorities.
Reports of police personnel resorting to
violence  and subsequently  detaining
Pashtun workers raise serious queshions
about the treatment of eitizens who leave
their homes insearch of employment and
livelihoodl. The disturbing vh{mw cincu-
lating on social media, showing what
appears to be harsh treatment by police,
have further intensitied public concern
and deserve a transparent inveshigation.

Kurachi is home 1o workers from every
partof Pakistan. People from Balochistan,
particularly Pashtuns, have long contrib-
uted 1o the city's economy by working in
hotels, restaurants, transport, construc-
tion, markels and numerous other sec-
tors. They come to Karachi not to create
trouble but o carn an honest living and
support familics back home. Their pro-
vincial or ethnie identity must never
become a reason for discrimination, har-
assment or collective pumishment.

L‘\\V'('ﬂ[&)l’l‘(’ﬂl’l\l llst‘lk'il’ﬂ have a
responsibility to maintain order, but that
responsibility comes with an equally
important obligation to respect the dig-
nity and legal rights of every citizen. If
any individual was involved in a viola-
tion of the law, the proper course is lo

ld('nlify the accused, establish the facts
and proceed according to law. Collective
action against workers based on their
ethnicity or place of origin cannot be jus-
tified in o soviety governed by constitu-
tional rights and the rule of law,

The Sindh government should there-
fore take immediate notice of the incident
and order an impartial inquiry into the
allegations. If police officials are found to
have used excessive or unlawful force,
those responsible should face appropri-
ate action. At the same time, the focts of
the incident should be established fairly
so that public debate is based on evidence
rather than rumours or inflammatory
claims.

The government of Balochistan also
has a responsibility toward its citizens
working outside the province. It should
engage with the Sindh government and
ensure that mechanisms exist to address
complaints invelving Balochistan-origin
workers in Karachi. A dedicated laison
mechanism could help workers report
harassment and seck assistance without
fear. Karachi's strength lies in its diver-
sily, and its workers regardless of lan-
guage, ethnicity or province deserve
equal protection under the law. The dis-
turbing images circulating online should
not simply fade from public attention.
They should prompt accountability, dia-
logue and stronger safeguards so that
every cilizen from Balochistan working
in Karachi can earn a livelihood with dig-
nity, security and peace.
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