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Regd No. B.C.6 VOL XLV No. 1559 QUETTA Friday August 28, 2026 / Rabial-Awwal 14 14184

CM Bugti calls for
improved air connectivity
to boost Balochistan’s

economy, tourism

Staff Report

QUETTA: The third meeting of the Board of Directors of |

Balochistan Aviation Compaay, chaired by Chief Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugti, was held here oa Thursday.
The meeting was attended by Chief Secretary Balochistan
Shaked] Qadir Khaa, Director Aviation Captain Al Azad and
other members of the Board of Directors. The meeting
reviewed various issues related to the afYairs, performance and
future course of action of Balochistan Aviation Company. The
participants considered issues related to the promotion of air
connectivity in the province, utiization of the opportunities
available in the aviation sector and provision of better travel
facilities to the people of Balochistan. Chief Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugti said that the promotion of air
coanectivity in Balochistan is important for the economic and
social development of the province. Given the vast area and
remote areas of the province, better air connectivity not oaly
provides travel convenience to the people but can also help in
promoting trade, investment, tourism and ecoromic activities.
The Chief Minister stressed the need to adopt a professional
management style, transparency and effective strategy in the
affairs of the Balochistan Aviation Company and said that the
institution should play an active role in the broader interest of
the province by aligning it with modern requirements. He said
that the government of Balochistan is taking modern and
effective steps in all sectors to provide better facilities to the
people of Balochistan and promote economic activities in the
province. The aviation sector is also an important part of this
vision, which requires increasing institutional capacity to
advance effectively. The meeting also discussed ways to fur
ther improve the performance of the Balochistan Aviation
Company, effective use of available resources, and future
plans. The Chief Minister directed the concerned authorities
to move the affairs of the company forward on a professional
basis and prioritize actionable suggestions and plans for the
promotion of sir connectivity in Balochistan.

In the meeting, the members of the Board of Directors also
presented their suggestions related to various matters of the
company, while the determination was expressed to ensure
effective implementation of the decisions taken in the meet-
ing.
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Growing
sanitation issue

Keeping the sanitation system of any
rowine city up to the nxarris an inher-
ently difficult task for any government. It
requires continuous logistical planning,
substantial financial investment, efficient
municipal services and rigorous institu-
tional oversight. Yet in Quetta, this chal-
lenge has gradually transformed into a
chronic urban crisis that demands urgent
attention.

The persistent administrative apathy
and inefficiency of the authorities con-
cerned, combined with a serious lack of
civic res ibility among the public,
have collectively degraded the city’s urban
environment to an alarming degree. Piles
of uncollected garbage, choked drainage
systems and overflowing sewage on major
roads have become mcreasl:% y common
sights in the provinclal capital.

Quetta urgently needs a systematic san-
itaion overhaul to become a cleaner,
greener and more attractive city that can
provide its inhabitants with a sense of dig-
nity and wellbeing. Achieving this objec-
tive requires a unified effort in which civic
agencies and citizens fulfil their respective
responsibilities. The government must
move beyond promises and ensure the
regular collection and safe disposal of
waste, effective drainage maintenance
and strict enforcement of sanitation regu-

latioms. At the same time, citizens must
abandon the habit of throwing, rubbish
onto streets, fnf)t;‘.\th% ardd other _pllHi(
\‘\.--\( 05

A sustainable urban enwvironment can-
not be created through administrative
negligence or public indifference. [t
requires consistent, daily cooperation
between the state and society.

A major contributor to Quetta’s worsen-
ing sanitation problem is the perpetual
delay in municipal development works.
The authorities concerned must urgently
ensure the timely completion of ongoing
projects involving roads, footpaths, sewer-
age lines and drainage systems. Delays in
infrastructure projects do not merely cre-
ate traffic bottlenecks and inconvenience
commuters; they also disrupt existing
drainage networks, encourage the accu-
mulation of stagnant wastewater and
exacerbate sanitation problems.

To break this vicious cycle, the provin-
cial government and municipal bodies
must establish clear accountability mecha-
nisms and realistic deadlines for all urban
development contractors. Transparent
monitoring systems should also be intro-
duced to ensure that sanitation depart-
ments, including the Water and Sanitation
Agency (WASA) and the Metropolitan
Corporation, perform their duties dili-
gently. Regular inspections, publicly
accessible performance assessments and
effective complaint mechanisms could
help ensure that shortcomings are identi-
fied and addressed promptly.
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