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Electrifying
Balochistan

Around 64 percent of Balochistan is
without - electricity. Reportedly, only
thirty-six percent of Balochistan has an
electricity facility. However, there is no
report available that can clearly depict
the approximate district-wise ratio of
area of each district of Balochistan which
has the facility of electricity. According
to year-wise breakup, the previous gov-
ernment in PML-N's era had electrified
1,317 small villages in the year 2016-17.
As many as 2,459 small villages were
electrified in 2017-18. While, the current
government electrified 1,064 in 2018-19,
819 in 2019-20, 1,023 in 2020-21.

Previously, the Ministry for Power
Division had accepted the fact that most
of the areas of Balochistan have no facil-
ity of electricity. There are many factors
that play pivotal roles regarding provi-
sion of electricity to the residents of
Balochistan including a scattered popu-
lation in 53 percent area. Undoubtedly,
scattered population major hurdle
behind provision of electricity to
Balochistan but at the same time the
federal government always paid little
focus towards Balochistan which can is
evident from the fact that the Makran
division is still not connected with
national grid station and it its three dis-

I tricts are being given electricity through
electricity purchased from bordering

country Iran. It is unfortunate that still
there are no concrete measures being
taken by the government to remove the
deprivation of Balochistan and bring
this part of the country with other
developed parts of the country. It is
more than surprising to imagine that
Balochistan has only 36 percent electric-
ity facility in 2022, as the rest of the 64
percent is in the dark. The electricity
given to 36 percent of the area is also not
up to the mark and long hours of load-
shedding further increase the problems
of masses. In remote areas, only six to
eight hours of electricity is supplied to
the domestic and agriculture tube-
wells. To develop Balochistan and
remove the sense of deprivation from
the masses it is inevitable that the fed-
eral government must ensure maxi-
mum provision of electricity to
Balochistan and stop any discrimina-
tion towards it in any sector. The devel-
opment of Balochistan is not possible
through rhetoric unless and until the
government fulfils its constitutional
responsibility and provides all basic
facilities to the masses the dream of
developed Balochistan is not possible.
Keeping Balochistan backward in the
process of development and depriving
its people from the basic needs will
undoubtedly increase distance between
the province and center. It is inevitable
that the federal government must
ensure due rights of people of
Balochistan in all sectors and give this
part of Pakistan special focus.
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