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SUBJECT:- PRESS CLIPPINGS.

kindly find enclosed here with a set of press

clipping of LocallNational Newspapers for information and

necessary action.

The Press Secretary to
Chief Minister, Balochistan, Quetta.

«

g

for (Director General)

PHONE NO: 031-9202548-9201515-0201956, FAX NO:081-9201108

RAMZAY ROAD QUETTA

e-mall ¢ gprquettabalechistan@.com, dgprquetta advi@gmall.com
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NORTHERN DERA BUéTI: Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugli praying after inaugurating educational block named after Chief
Secretary Shakeel Qadir Khan at a local school on Saturday.
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AIDS alarm

The alarming increase in HIV/AIDS
cases in Balochistan has emerged as a seri-
ous public health, social and humanitar-
jan challenge requiring immediate and
sustained attention. Official reports indi-

cate that more than 3,300 HIV-posilive
cases have been registered in the province,
while health experts believe the actual
number may be considerably higher due
to underreporting, social stigma and lim-
ited access to testing facilities, particularly
in remote and underserved areas.

The reported figures should therefore
not create complacency. Behind every reg-
istered case are individuals and families
requiring medical care, counselling, social
support and protection from discrimina-
tion. The lack of reliable data also makes it
difficult for authorities to assess the scale
of the problem and formulate effective
policies for prevention and treatment.

Stigma remains one of the greatest barri-
ers to controlling HIV. Fear of discrimina-
tion, social isolation and rejection discour-
ages many people from undergoing test-
ing or seeking treatment. Consequently,
infections may remain undiagnosed for
long periods, increasing the possibility of
transmission. It is essential to understand
that people living with HIV require com-
passion and medical support rather than
condemnation or social exclusion.

Several other factors are also contribut-
ing to the spread of the disease. Unsafe
blood transfusions, inadequate screening
of donated blood, reuse of contaminated
medical equipment, poor public aware-
ness and weaknesses in healthcare ser-
vices can increase the risk of infection.
These issues require strict monitoring and
accountability by the relevant health
authorities.

The government must urgently expand

—y
N s m——— —— v W | TaDIN
T8 AUC 2020
Dated:
HIV  testing facilities  throughout

Balochistan, particularly in rural and
remole districts where heallhcare services
remain limited. Blood banks should be
regularly inspected, and comprehensive
screening of donated blood must be
ensured. Hospitals and clinics should
strictly follow infection-control proce-
dures and ensure that medical equipment
is properly sterilised and not reused when
it poses a risk of transmission.

Public awareness is equally important.
Comprehensive campaigns should edu-
cate people about HIV transmission, pre-
vention, testing and treatment. Schools,
colleges, healthcare centres, religious and
communily organisations, and the media
can play an important role in spreading
accurate information and challenging
harmful misconceptions.

Treatment facilities must also be acces-
sible, confidential and affordable so that
patients can seek medical assistance with-
out fear. Early diagnosis and appropriate
treatment can help people living with HIV
lead healthier and productive lives while
reducing the risk of transmission.

Balochistan cannot afford to ignore this
growing challenge. HIV/AIDS is prevent-
able and manageable, but only through
timely, coordinated and evidence-based
action. The government must combine
prevention, testing, treatment and aware-
ness with strong efforts to eliminate
stigma, Protecting those affected and pre-
venting further inlections should be
treated as a public responsibility and an
urgent priority.
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()nl; 3% manéi'oves on 700 kms
coastline! Balochistan needs more

The coastal belt of Balochistan is under threat. Its mangrove forests are too few.
They are shrinking, They are dying and consequences will be severe for both the
environment and the people. Mangroves are not ordinary trees, They are nature's
fortress. They protect coastlines from erosion. They absorb the force of cyclones
and storm surges. They hold the soil together. Without mangroves, the sea will
swallow the land. Mangroves are also the nurseries of the ocean. Fish, shrimp,
and crabs breed among their roots. The fishing industry depends entirely on these
forests. If mangroves disappear, the fish will disappear. Mangroves fight climate
change too. They absorb carbon dioxide at a rate 4 times higher than rainforests.
They are the most powerful carbon sinks on the planet. Planting mangroves is one
of the cheapest and most effective ways to combat global warming. Balochistan
has over 700 kms of coastline. Yet it holds only 4,058 hectares of mangroves.

That is just 3 % of Pakistan's total mangrove cover. This is dangerously low.
The little that exists is under constant assault. Sand dunes are migrating inland.
They have already buried 3.6 square kms of forests in Miani Hor. Freshwater flow

‘ to the coast is decreasing. People cul trees for firewood. There is no proper pro-

* tection or management. The existing mangrove cover is not enough. It is barely

j surviving. It cannot protect the coast. It cannot sustain the fisheries. It cannot

| absorb the carbon we emit and Balochistan needs more mangroves. The good
news is that solutions exist. We need a step-by-step action plan. And we must
implement it without delay. Step one is massive planation; it is badly needed to
launch large-scale planting drives along the entire coast. The Balochistan
Integrated Water Resources Management Project has already started planting 3.5
million mangroves on 2,020 acres. This is a good beginning. But it is only a
beginning. We need to plant millions more every year. Step two is involving local
communities; people living along the coast must become the protectors of these
forests. They need alternative sources of fuel. They need income opportunities

\ from conservation. When communities benefit from mangroves, they protect
them. This is the gustainable model. Step three is to utilize mangroves for Carbon
Credits. Pakistan has already eamed millions of dollars from the Delta Blue
Carbon project in Sindh. Balochistan can do the same.

Restored mangrove forests can generate carbon credits. This money can fund
further plantation and create green jobs for the local people. Step four is strong
governance; a dedicated coastal forest authority must be created. This authority
should have clear targets, sufficient funds, and enforcement powers. Regular mon-

] itoring and reporting must be mandatory, The time for studies and meetings is
over. The time for action has arrived. Balochistan cannot afford to lose more man-
groves, Every hectare lost is a permanent loss to the coast, the climate, and the
community. Mangroves are cheap to plant. They grow quickly. They give back
enormously. No other investment gives such high returns for the environment and
the economy. Balochistan's coastline can become a green shield. 1t can support
fisheries for generations. It can absorb carbon and slow climate change. But only
1If we act now.
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