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Jor (Director General)
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Power outages

The worsening energy crisis in Quetla
has once again pushed the residents to the
brink of despair, exposing the utter lailure
of the Quetta Electric Supply Company
Qesco) to manage basic utility services,
As harsh summer weather tightens its
grip on the provincial capital, citizens are
forced to endure excruciating, unan-
nounced spells of load-shedding that
stretch up to eight to ten hours daily in
various neighborhoods. This systematic
deprivation has not only disrupted daily
life but has also turned homes into swel-
lering ovens, severely affecting, vulnerable
segments of the population, including, the
elderly, children, and the sick.

What makes this situation entirely inde-
fensible is the stark contradiction between
Qesco’s dismal performance and its
agpressive revenue collection measures.
Regular consumers who diligently pay
their heavy electricity bills month after
month find themselves subjected to pun-
ishing power cuts. It is a grave injustice
that citizens fulfilling their financial obli-
gations are rewarded with darkness and
distress.

The promise of uninterrupted electric-
ity remains an elusive dream, while soar-
ing tariffs and inflated bills continue to
drain household budgets.

The economic and social fallout of this
prolonged load-shedding is profound.
Small businesses, commercial markets,

and cottage industries are suffering
immense financial losses, unable to oper-
ate efficiently or sustain  production.
Students find their academic routines
shattered as they struggle to study in sti-
fling heat without fans or lights.
Furthermore, the breakdown of power
supply directly impacts local water distri-
bution systems, leaving communities
scrambling, for basic drinking water on
top of battling high temperatures.

Qesco’s justification of technical faults
and line losses rings hollow in the face of
widespread public misery. Accountability
within the power utility is virtually non-
existent, leaving consumers defenseless
against arbitrary shutdowns.
Unannounced outages disrupt emergency
services, hospitals, and routine adminis-
tration, paralyzing, the city’s pulse.

The federal and provincial authorities
must intervene immediately to hold Qesco
management accountable. It is high time
to rationalize power distribution, elimi-
nate arbitrary outages, and ensure that
law-abiding, consumers receive the unin-
terrupted electricity they pay for.

The resilience of Quetta’s citizens has
reached its breaking point, and urgent
structural reforms are imperative to end
this chronic energy nightmare. Hopefully,
government will take necessary steps to
address this serious issue on priority basis
and at the same time, Qesco will also real-
ize the problems and difficulties being
faced by its consumers particularly those
who pay their bills on regular basis.
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