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Bugti praises securi
forces for successfu
Hangu operation

Pays tribute on 10th
“anniversary of Civil Hospital
Quetta tragedy

sc_.rr' Report

QUETTA: Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti has paid tribute
to the security forces for conducting a successful intelligence-
based operation in Hangu, in which seven terrorists were
eliminated. £iboud

The Chief Minister saluted the bravery of Captain Hamza
Akram, who embraced martyrdom during the operation, and
said his sacrifice will always be remembered with honor.
Bugti emphasized that the sacrifices of Pakistan’s security
forces in the fight against terrorism are a source of pride for
the nation and will never go in vain.

He reiterated that there is no safe haven for terrorists or
their facilitators in Pakistan, and vowed that decisive action
will continue against those challenging the writ of the state.

Sarfraz Bugti added that the entire nation stands united
with the Pakistan Army and security forces in the war against
terrorism, and that the martyrs® sacrifices will pave the way
for lasting peace and stability in the country.

The Chief Minister prayed for the elevation of the ranks of
Captain Hamza Akram and all martyrs, and for patience for
their families.

Moreover, on the 10th anniversary of the Civil Hospital
Quetta tragedy, Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Sarfraz Bugti
paid tribute to the martyrs of August 8, 2016.

Chief Minister Sarfraz Bugti described August 8 as “the
darkest day in Balochistan's history,” stressing that the sacri-
fices of the lawyers, journalists, and citizens who lost their
lives in the attack can never be forgotten.
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Need of sincere
efforts

Ralochietan, the country's largest prov-

ince by area and ane of its richest in natu-
ral resources, i passing through a difficult

phase where persistent law and order
challenges have severely affected eco-
nomic activities. The deteriomting secu-
rity situation has not only created fear and
unvertainty among, citizens but has also
disrupted  transportation, trade and
mvestment. As a result, economic activi-
ties in several parts of the province have
slowed down considerably, while unem-
ployment and poverty have increased
manifold.

The transportation of goods is among
the sectors worst affected by the prevail-
ing situation. Roads and highways are
vital lifelines for Balochistan, connecting
the province with other parts of the coun-
try and providing access to markets.
When transporters face insecurity and
uncertainty, the movement of minerals,
agricultural products, food items and
other commodities is disrupted. This
directly affects traders, workers, drivers,
farmers and consumers. Higher transpor-
tation risks and costs ultimately place an
additional burden on ordinary Feople.

The prolonged disruption of economic
activities also creates a vicious cycle.
When businesses cannot operate nor-
mally, employment opportunities decline.
As incomes fall, purchasing power
decreases, markets shrink and poverty
deepens. Young people, in particular, face
limited opportunities for employment
and entrepreneurship, increasing frustra-
tion and hopelessness. Therefore, restor:
ing peace in Balochistan is not only a secu-
rity requirement but also an essential con-
dition for economic recovery and social

an le o BLS ;5‘-..:1

afmrTLiLr

stability. The federal and provincial gov-
ernments must move beyond temporary
measures and formulate pragmatic, long-
term policies to address the province’s
security and economic  challenges.
Ensuring the safety of highways, trans-

t routes, markets and commercial cen-
tres should be a priority. Security arrange-
ments must be improved in consultation
with transporters, traders and local com-
munities so that people can travel and con-
duct business without fear.

At the same time, the t should
introduce incentives for investment, revive
damaged businesses and support small
tradersand en rs. Special attention
should be given to mineral development,
agriculture, livestock, fisheries and border
trade, which have enormous potential to

rate t and revenue.
%mmrampamn:m = 0a0 e and effective
implementation of development projects
are equally important. Balochistan cannot
an.}ueveans{xsta.mable prosperity without
peace, and peace cannot be consolidated
without providing people with economic
opportunities. The federal and provincial
governments must therefore adopt a coor-
dinated approach that combines effective
security measures with meanin; eco-
nomic development. Restoring confidence
among citizens, traders, and
investors should be the central objective. If
pragmatic and sincere steps are taken,
Balochistan can gradually emerge from the
present crisis, reopen its economic lifelines
and provide its people with the opportuni-
ties, stability and dignity they deserve.
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