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kindly find enclosed here with a set of press
clipping of LocallNational Newspapers for information ¢
necessary action.

Jor (Director General)

The Press Secretary to
Chief Minister, Balochistan, Quetta.

RA M ZAY ROA D Q U ETTA PHONE NO: 081-9202548-2201615-8201956, FAX NO:081-92011

e-mail dgprquettabalochistan@.com, dgprquetta.advt@gmall.c
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| CM Bugt1 announces comprehensive ! relief package

QUETTA:  Chicf  Minister
Balochistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugti has
s2id thst the martyrs are the pride of

for Zlarat martyrs farmhes ‘

Minister Noor Muhamimad Damar, indebted to their sacrifices. He urged

Inspector  General  of  Police: the people 10 stand with the state
Balochistan ‘Mubammad  Tahir institutions and thwart the nefarious
Khan, other senior officials, families designs of the enemy instead of
of the martyrs and regional clders becoming a part of terrorist elenents

* the nation, the strength of the state  attended the cereroony. The Chief mdum—mmnda.ﬂesmd

?Pm

' and the crown of our forcheads. The
of the brave soldiers who
sacrificed thar hives for the peace,
“securjty and stability of the home-
Iand will always be remembered.
The government will never keave the
families of the martyrs alone and it is
the responsibility of the state to pro-
n‘kﬁ:mmﬁnﬂpossﬁe

he expressed these views while
addressing 2 cerernony to distribute
assistance checks 1o the families of

the martyrs of Ziarat Provincial ageaodsumﬁeeﬂealsomyedfor uhngmofdmbmlhuoﬁh‘

j Pakistan
‘Army and other Jaw enforcement
are sacrificing their ives o oo 1o the families of the mar-
ng’lﬂm nmp tynsoumdwydonolfwemydlf-'

Minister met the families of the mar- that a high-level i committee
 tyrs before the ceremony, expressed hls!hudyheenhmedfonm
his condolences to them and assured parent investigation into the Ziarat
them of equal participation in their ' incident, in which honest and experi-
grief. The Chief Minister said that enced officers have been included. If . -
Ziunhasdmysbeq;hndm “any officer or official is found to be
pimess, however, the recent tragedy negligent or culpable, indiscriminate .
has saddened the entire province. He mw‘ﬂbetnheunpmhm}k
said that the martyrs are alive, Allah - made it clear that the government -
Almighty has clarified the high sta- * Will not spare any responsibleperson
tus of the martyrs in the Holy Quran, and justice will be ensured at all .|
this belief teaches us patience, cour-  costs. The Chief Minister said that

ficulty. Mir Sarfaraz Bugti said that
the government has approved a com-
pensation of Rs 11 million per fam-
ily for the families of the martyrs. He
said that all the funds have been
released for the payment and after

'-tlwcmq)knononhelep]mqmn

{ ments, including the succession cer-
tificate, the funds will be transferred
" to the respective heirs. The Chief
Minister said that his status is not
_only that of a Chief Minister but also
 that of a Baloch brother and he will
always stand with the families of the
martyrs. He said that the doors of
 the Chief Minister’s House and his
office are always opento the families
 of the martyrs and every possible

step will be taken to resolve their
. problems. He said that the security of

'+ Pakistan, national unity and the sta-

Thcen:myfomswamtospmd

Mt chaos and hatred, but the entire
' nation will unite and thwart these

Islamic teachings.

mhumytsfannlywmldbe
.pr\mhdllegﬂand
. administrative facilities would be

G conspiracies. The Chief Minister of
: ~ Balochistan prayed for the elevation
S st
said that the ies martyrs
swmpkmlywhnmuyand ‘would be provided with ‘complete
M mdnulfaulnm one person from -

of the ranks of the manyts, the
speedy recovery of the injured,
patience for the families and special
prayers for the security, peace and
developroent of Pakistan and reiter-1'

W’.uedlhexemﬂhﬂhgowmnmt
‘will continue to take all possble
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Coalmine blast

The devastating methane gas explosion
in a coal mine in Surang near Quetta,
which claimed the lives of 34 miners, has
once again exposed the dangerous work-
ing conditions prevailing in Balochistan’s
coal mining sector.

Acvcording to officials, the powerful blast
caused the collapse of the main mine, trap-
ping workers at depths ranging from 2,500
to 4000 feet. Rescue teams worked tire-
lessly for several days to recover the bodies
of the miners, but the tragedy has
left dozens of families grieving the loss of
their loved ones. While the Balochistan
government’s announcement of Rs0.5 mil-
Lion compensation for each victim is a wel-
come gesture, financial assistance alone
cannot compensate for the loss of precious
human lives. The incident demands com-
prehensive reforms to improve safety
standards across the mining industry.

Coal mining remains one of most hazard-
ous occupabons in Pakistan, pamcularly
Balochistan, where hundreds of miners risk
their lives every day to earn a livelihood.
Unfortunately, fatal accidents have become a
. Methane gas

incidents continue to claim lives because of
i safety arrangements and poor
enforcement of mining regulations. Man
coal mines operate with outdated machin-
ery and insufficient safety equipment.
Proper ventilation systems, gas detection
devices, emergency communication facili-

ties and protective gear are either unavail-
able or not adequakplv maintained.
Excessive and unscientific mining prac-
tices further weaken the structure of
underground tunnels, increasing risk of
collapse. Equally concerning is the lack of
proper training for miners, many of whom
enter hazardous environments without
receiving adequate instruction on emer-
gency procedures or occupational safety.
The authorities must ensure that every
mining company strictly complies with
the provisions oftmnmg]awsandsafet\
ations. Regu]armspecbonss}mﬂdbe
conducted by qualified engineers and
mine safety experts, while strict penalties
must be i on companies found vio-
lating safety standards. Modern gas moni-
toring systems, protective i
emergency rescue infrastructure and
proper ventilation should be made manda-
to continue. Furthermore, miners should
receive regular safety training, health
check-ups and insurance coverage to pro-
tect them and their families. The govern-
ment should also strengthen the capacity
of mine rescue services them
with modern tecl'\r\ologyhy Wspeoahsed
personnel capable of responding swiftly to
underground emergencies.  Protecting
miners is not only a legal obligation but
also a moral responsibility. The provincial

Y government, regulatory “authorities and

mining companies must work together to
implement lasting reforms so that such
heartbreaking incidents do not continue to
claim innocent lives.
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Dig Safe or Dig Graves

I'he recent gas explosion at a coal mine in the Sorange area near Quetta
Killed 34 miners. Rescue teams worked through the night at a depth of
4,000 feet to recover the bodies, The government announced compensation
of 500,000 rupees for each victim's family. An inquiry was also ordered.
But we have been here before. Too many times. This is not an isolated inci-
dent. The Sorange blast is the latest in a long, predictable pattern of mining
accidents in Balochistan. The same causes keep repeating: unchecked
methane gas accumulation, poor ventilation, outdated extraction methods,
and a complete lack of basic safety equipment. The official inquiry is
already pointing to extreme structural negligence and safety protocol fail-
ures. In Australia, continuous methane monitoring is a legal requirement for
every underground mine. In the United States, advanced ventilation systems
are mandatory. These are not expensive luxuries. They are standard safety
measures. The technology is simple, proven, and available. So why is
Balochistan still relying on primitive methods? In Australia, miners wear
electronic tracking devices. If an accident happens, rescue teams know
exactly where every worker is located.

In Pakistan, authorities were unsure how many workers were even inside
the mine when the blast occurred. This wasted precious rescue time and
cost lives. In South Africa, mines use automated ventilation systems that
clear dangerous gases before they reach explosive levels. In Balochistan, we
send untrained civilians with no breathing gear to rescue trapped miners.
The contrast is staggering. If Australia can do it, why can't we? The real
problem is not money but will. Some will argue that owners cannot afford
such technology. This is a weak excuse. The cost of installing methane
detectors and ventilation systems is far less than the cost of human lives
lost. It is far less than the compensation paid to grieving families. It is far
less than the economic loss of shutting down unsafe mines after every disas-
ter. The real problem is not financial. It is institutional. It is a failure of will.
Successive governments have announced investigations and promised
reforms after every major disaster. Yet meaningful structural change rarely
follows.

Inquiry reports are often not made public. Recommendations are ignored.
Mines continue operating with the same safety deficiencies year after year.
Chief Minister Sarfraz Bugti rightly expressed anger over the failure to
implement standard safety measures. He ordered that the Rescue and
Training Wing be equipped with the latest technology. This is a step in the
right direction. Transforming Balochistan's mining sector on modern lines is
not just an economic necessity, The technology to prevent these tragedies
exists. The solutions are known. The cost is affordable. What is missing is
the will to act. If Australia can do it, why can't we? If South Africa can pro-
tect its miners, why can't Pakistan? It is time to stop digging with l‘)tl} cen-
tury tools. It is time to adopt modern technology. It is time to enforce safety
standards. It is time to hold negligent operators accountable. It is time to

stop burying our miners and start protecting them.
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