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@ balochistantimes.pk o (@balochistantimes pke ¢ JET:

imes_pk

No. 1533 QUETTA Saturday August 01, 2026 / Safar 17, 1448
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Balochistan CM offers

dialogue, rehabilitation to
those willing to Hendgr

Staff Report

QUETTA: Balochistan Chaef
Miuistes Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti on
Friday said 1he provincial govern-
ment was willing :‘o‘ engage :
M‘ m“ w oppuncils
and offer rehabilitation 1w those
willing to renounce vidlence,
while waruiag that sccurily furces

would continde action againsi mil- - par

itants who refused 1o lay dosn
arms. 4

The chief minister’s semarks
came against the backdrop of a

surge in militant viclence in
Balochistan this year. In January,
coordinaled sttacks across multi-
ple disiricts martyred dozens of
civilians and security personnel
before security forces launched a
lasge-scale counterolfensive oper-
#ion agmnst the imurgents and
kalled more than 100

Addressing  the  pasming-oul
ade of the Anti lertornnm
Force’s 20th basis braining course
18 Quetta, the chief rnivcr said,
~Ihe door of pulitical disourse 1%
open for all. even 1houyh some

factions are guilty of bloodshed ™

He said the government had
prepared a reimntegration plan for
those who abandoned milnancy,
under which they would be offered
government jobs, education for
their  children and healthcare
facilities

“I they sull choose 10 bear
srms and rehel, the government,
the people and the secunity forees
will not bow 1o the pressure *

He highlighted that milnams
who surrendered would be allowed
10 rejoin society and contribute to

the province's progress and deve
opment.

CM Bugti warned that 1l
Balochistan government, Pakisti
Army, Frontier Corps, polic

Counter Terrorism  Departime
and Anti Terrorism Force (AT
were working jointly to eliming
tersorism and restore peace in |
province.

He maintained that although
securily situation had deteriorg
after 2017-18, the ongoing it
operations would succeed ip ¢)
wnating melitant groups
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Curfew in Nushki

The imposition of curfew in Nushki and
Kadkocha area of Mastung amid a deterio-
rating law and order situation has brought
normal life to a standstill, creating serious
hardships for local residents. While main-
taining peace and protecting citizens is
undoubtedly the responsibility of the state,
prolonged restrictions on movement can
also have severe social and economic con-
sequences, particularly in areas where
people are already struggling with pov-
erty, unemployment and limited access to
basic facilities.

The closure of shops, banks, markets,
roads and has severely dis-
rupted daily life. Residents are unable to
purchase essential commodities, conduct
routine business or travel freely. The short-
age of water has furtherc their

difficulties, while the closure of banks has regularly

prevented many salaried individuals from
withdrawing their wages and meeting the
immediate needs of their families.
. The impact on farmers is equally alarm-
ing. Balochistan’s rural economy depends
heavily on agriculture, fruits and vegeta-
bles, and farmers require uninterrupted
access to markets to sell their produce.
With roads blocked and markets closed,
many farmers are reportedly struggling to
transport their crops, increasing the possi-
bility of financial logses and wastage of
perishable agricultural products.

Daily wage workers are among those
suffering most from the curfew. They
depend on their daily earnings to provide

4
l) Lfld u‘ ' il /‘)/U

food, medicines and other necessities for
their families. With bazaars, workshops
and commercial centres shut, these work-
ers have effectively lost their source of
income. At a time when poverty and
unemployment are already widespread
across Balochistan, prolonged restrictions
can push vulnerable families further into
economic distress.

The government must therefore strike a
careful balance between security require-
ments and the basic needs of the popula-
tion. If the security situation permits,
restrictions should be eased in phases,
allowing essential services, markets,
banks, medical facilities and agricultural
transportation to function under appropri-
ate security arrangements. Water supply
must also be maintained without interrup-
tion, while arrangements should be made
to ensure that salaried employees can
access their wages. The authorities should
review the situation and com-
municate clearly with the affected popula-
tion about the reasons for restrictions and
the expected duration of the curfew.
Transparency and ive administra-
tion can help reduce public anxiety and
prevent further hardship.

The people of Nushki and Kadkocha
deserve both security and the opportu-
nity to live normally. The government
must make every possible effort to restore
normalcy at the earliest, because pro-

ed curfew, without uate
e g st ¢ i gy .4
hoods, risks deepening poverty and
resentment among communities already
facing severe challenges.
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