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Regd No. B.C.6 VOL XLV No. 1536 QUETTA Tuesday August 04, 2026 / Safar 20, 1448

CM Bugti calls for balanced
narrative on Balochistan,
vows continued reforms

Staff Report

QUETTA: Dalochistan  Chief
Minister Mi¢ Sarfaraz Bugti has
waid that the utuation in Balochistan
can naither be considered com.
pletely ideal nor is the picture pre-
sented by some quariens outade
Dalochistan correct. The reality
licé betneen therse Iwo extremes,
while the negative perception and
onc-sided narrative are harming
not only the province but also the
state of Pakistan and government
initiatives.  Hle expressed these
views while 1alking to a private TV
program. Chiel Minister  Mir
» Satfaraz llummdlhl Dalochistan
is often remembered in the national
medis only when an unpleasant
Incident occurs, while the positive
developments, development pro-
jects. and reforms lahn; place in

the province do not get duc atten-
non. lle sald that several youth
welfsre programs are underway.
services in government hospatals
have improved wgnificastly, all
government schools inthe province
have become functional and about
17,000 teachers have been recrunted
on the bavis of complete sranspar-
cacy and merit, but uafortunately
these achievements do not get the
recogmition they deserve in the
national media. The Chief Minister
said that Dalochistan needs 1o be
understood in the context of ity
geographical realities He said that
in the past, the area of some divi-
sions and districts was so vast thal
clfective administrative supervi-
sion was not possible In view of
this need, new divisions and dis-
tricts are being established so that
the state can betler reach the peo-

ple. strengthen the administralive
structure and provide government
services (o tbe people of remote
arcas at their doorsteps. He said
that the purpose of establishing
small admnistrative units is (o
make governance effective, enwre
quick resolatioz of public problems
and include backward areas in the
stream of natimal development
He clanficd that this step iy being
taken 1o emure public service,
administrative convenicnce and
effective prescace of state instity-
tions. Mir Sarfaraz Bugti waid that
the major parwers of the world and
the international community stand
with (he state of Pakistan, ncd winh
terronst organizations. He said that
terronist  clements  bostile o
Pakistan are getting facilities and
paronage  from the sl of
Afghagistan, althoughaccording 1o

the promises made to the interna-

tonal community, Afghas sail
shauld net have been used againdd
any otber country. He said that the
facilitators, ficanciers and trainers
behind various groups of terrorind
otganizatiosy are asccisted with
the wme Indun eaiwork “"RAW®
and this 1s the grandmother of all
The peographial conditions of
Balochistan, long borders, dilficult
mountainous areas and scattered
population make (he operations
sgainst ferrorism more complie
cated, however, the security forces
ste cmyiu out operstions witkin
the ambit of Jaw with fall respensi-
trlity. The Chief Minister said that
the main diffcrence between the
state and terrorists is that the state
priocitizes the protection of fives
and property of innocent citizens 3t
all times. .
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Addressing inflation’

Acrosn Quetta and the sprawling
i townn of Balochistan, an unlorgiving
wave of (nflation has gripped dally
life, turning basle survival into a gru-
eling daily trial for the common citi-
zen. Driven primarily by rolentless
aplkes (n global and’ domestic (uel
prices, the coat of running houacholds,
tranaporting goods, and ecarning an
honeat Hvelihood has nurr,(\l Pant sun-
| tatnable limits, Diesel an pretrol, serve
ing an the abaolute lfeblood of trans-
port and commerce, have witnessed
Wistorie highs that triggeran immedi-
ate, agonizing domino effect on every
sector of the economy. From the
crowded marketa of the provinclal
capltal to remote, marginalized towna
where purchasing power is alread
acutely  depressed, families wu!cK
helplesaly as the prices of flour, pulses,
vegotables, and nlc-nnvln medicines
spiral completely out of reach. In
reglons structurally isolated by vast
distances and rugged terrain, the high
cont of (relght transport adds an extra
punishing margin to every incoming
commodity, hitting rural consumers
with devastating force, Yet, despite the
compounding miseries of soaring util-
Ity tarif(s, oxorbitant transport [ares,
and shrinking houschold incomes, the
manses find themselves stuck in an
endless limbo, perpetually waiting for
tangible relief from the corridors of

power.

While high-level mectings convened
in provinetal and federal capitals fre-
quently generate promises of targeted
subsidies, strlet market monitoring,
and comprehensive austerity packages,
theae administrative assurances rarely
tranalate into ground-level reality,

Local shopkeepera and  profiteers
continue 10 operate with near-total
impunity, explolting regulatory gaps
while ~ enforcement  mechanisms
remain slugglsh and ineffective. For
the daily-wage earner, the small shop-
keeper; and the salarled clerk in
Quetta, the burden of heavy petroleum
lovies and mismanaged economie sta-
bilization  policies has become an
unbearable  yoke. Austerity theatre
and symbolic governance’ gestures
ring hollow in the face of empty
kitchen plates and mounting debts,
True relief cannot remain perpetually
confined to files, press brie ings, or
temporary, one-off fixes, What the
beleaguered citizens of Quetta and
other towns urgently require is struce
tural economic intervention transpar-
ent price stabllization, meaning(ul
subaidies on essential food items, and
decisive action against cartels that
exploit crises for windfall gains, Until
the government moves beyond rhetori-
cal empathy and delivers concrete, far-
reaching protection to its most vulner-
able populations, public alienation
will deepen, and the collective despair
of Balochistan will transform from a
quiet endurance into an unmanagea-
ble socio-economic crisis,
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