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Folk artists true
ambassadors of

Balochistan’s culture:
CM Bugti

Staff Report

QUETTA: Balochistan Chicl Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugli on
Sunday said thatthe folk artists of Balochistan are true ambas-
sadors of the provioce's culture, tradilions and positive iden-
tity.

He said this while 1alking to Naseerabad's well-knowa folk
singer Gul Mir Jamali called on him afler inviting at Chicl
Minister's Secretaniat.

While, Nasecrabad folk singer Gul Mir Jamali's wish to
meet the Chiclf Minister of Balochistan was fulfilled today, He
cxpressed bis love and devotion through songs to the Chief’
Minister's Secretariat

During the meeting, Gul Mir Jamali thanked the Chicf
Minister of Balochistzn. describing the mecting as a memora-
ble noment in his lifc, and prescnied loving songs in his tradi-
tional style.

The artist also saog a song in the preseoce of the Chiel
Minister, which Mir Sarfeaz Bugti appreciated him artistic

i talents.

Chief Minister Dalochistan Mir Satfraz Bugti said that the
folk artists of Balochistan are truc ambassadors of the prov-
ince’s culture, traditions and positive identity.

He said at it is the respoasibility of the government to
encourage local art and arnists aod such 1alented individuals
would continue to be patronized.

Mir Sarfaraz Bugli praised Gul Mir Jamali's sincenty, love
and commitment to art and s3id that art is an cffective means
of connccting people’s hearts and spreading a posilive mes-
$3gc in socicty.

He expressed his determination that the government would
continue to take all possible steps for the promotion of
Balochistan's culiural heritage and the welfare of Jocal artists.

Oa this occasion, Gul Mir Jamali expressed his gratitude
for the love, compassion and encouragement of the Chief
Mioister of Dalochistan and said that meeting him is an hon-
our for bim.

He said that he would continue to further promote the mes-
sage of Balochistan’s culture and love through his voice.
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Costly air travel

Air travel is meant to provide people
with a fast, safe, and reliable mode of
transpartation, espevially in a countr
where long road journeys can be difficult
and, at times, unsafe. Unfortunately, for
the people of Quetla, air travel has
become a luxury that only a small seg-
ment of society can afford. The soaring
airfares from Rs 80,000 to Rs 10, 0000 on
routes from Quetta to Karachi, Islamabad,
and Lahore have placed an unbearable
financial burden on ordinary citizens,
depriving them of a basic means of con-
nectivity with the rest of the country.

Passengers travelling for medical treat-
ment, education, employment, business,
or family emergencies are the worst
affected. Many people are forced to post-
pone essential travel because the cost of a
single air tickel exceeds their monthly
income. This situation is not only unfair
but also widens the sense of deprivation
already felt by the people of Balochistan.
As the largest province of Pakistan
area, Balochistan deserves better trans-
port facilities and equal treatment rather
than being subjected to excessive airfare
policies.

The issue has already been acknowl-
edged at the provincial level. The
B_.\ﬁochistun Assembly previously passed
a resolution urging the federal govern-
ment to take notice of the unusually high
airfares charged by airlines operating
from Quetta to major cities. Such ifunani-

mous resolution reflects the seriousness

of the matter and the concerns of the
clected representatives of the le.
However, passing a resolution alone is
not enough unless it is followed by practi-
cal action.

The federal government, along with
the relevant aviation authorities, must
thoroughly investigate the reasons
behind these inflated fares. If airlines are
exploiting limited compelition or taking
advantage of high demand, effective reg-
ulatory measures should be introduced
to protect passengers. Airlines should be
directed to maintain reasonable and
affordable fares, particularly on domestic
roules connecling Quetta with Karachi,
Islamabad, and Lahore. Increasing flight
frequency and encouraging greater com-
{:lilion among carriers could also help

ing ticket prices down.

Atfordable air travel is not a privilege
but a necessity for national integration
and equal economic opportunity. The
people of Balochistan should not be
forced to pay disproportionately higher
fares simply because of their geographi-

by cal location. The federal government has

both the responsibility and the authority
to address this long-standing injustice.
Immediate intervention Is essential to
ensure that air travel remains accessible
to ordinary cilizens, allowing them to
travel for education, healthcare, employ-
ment, and family needs without facing an
unreasonable financial burden. Fair and

affordable airfares will strengthen

national unity and demonstrate the
state’s commitment to treating all prov-
inces with equality and justice.
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