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necessary action.

Jor (Djrector General)
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Quetta to get Al-
based traffic signals
to ease congestion

Staff Report

QUETTA: lo an important meeting beld under the chairman-
ship of Balochistan Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti on
Monday, it was decided to install modem Al-bsscd traflic sige
nalsin the provincial capital Quetta for a permanent solution to
traffic problems. The meeting reviewed in detail the strategy
for effectively dealing with the increasing traffic pressure in
the city and implementing a modern tralfic management sys-
tem. While bricfing the meeting, it was informed that modern
Al-based trafTic signals will be activated to control the increas-
ing traffic pressure, with the help of which the traffic flow will
improve, unnccessary wailing time at intersections will be
reduced and citizens will be provided with better travel facili-
ties. Balochistan Chicl Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti directed
that quality travel facilitics should be provided to citizens by
improving the traffic flow with modern technology. He also
dirccted the relevant institutions to ensure coordinated meas-
ures with mutual communication for an cffective, sustainable
and modern traffic system. The Chiel Minister said that the
convenience of citizens and a safe traffic system are the top
priority of the Balochistan government. He said that solving
wraffic problems through modemn technology is an important
part of the reform agenda of the Balochistan government and
all available resources will be utilized for this purpose. Mir
Sarfaraz Bugni said that the implementation of Al-based traffic
management system will reduce travel time, provide better
travel facilities 1o citizens and promote discipline. transpar.
ency and effective monitoring on the roads. The Chief Minister
of Balochistan expressed his determination that equipping
Quctta with modern urban facilitics is among the priorities of
the Balochistan governmeat. He said that through technology-
bascd decisions, a safe, organized and casy travel environment
will be provided 1o the public so that citizens can have a mod-
crn, efficient and reliable traffic system.

CM Bugti reaffirms
push for investment-
friendly Balochistan

Stalf Report

QUETTA: A mecting of the Board of Directors of the
Balochistan Board of Investment and Trade was held ot the
Chiel Minister Sccretariat on Monday under the chairmanship
of Dalochistan Chiel Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugn. The meet-
ing was attended by Chiel Sccretary Balochistan Shakeel
Qadir Khan, Additional Chicf Secretary Development and
Planniog Zahid Saleem, Vice Chairman Balochistan Board of
Investment and Trade Dilawal Khan Kakar, Chicf Executive
Officer Qaim Khan Lashari. Principal Sceretary Imran
Zorkoon and concerncd senior officials. The mecting dis-

cussed various agendas of the Balochistan Board of [y estment
and Trade in detsil, while the Board of Governors also
approved various financial and admynistrative matters.
Speaking on the occasion, Chief Minister Balochistan Mir
Sarfaraz Bugti said that promoting investnent and increasing
trade opportunitics in Balochistan is among the government's
top priorities. He said that all the relevent institutions should
work In harmony 10 provide a conducive, transparent and busi-
ness-fricndly enviroament to investors. The Chiel Minister
«aid that Baldehistan is a province with immense poteatial in
terms of natural resowces, geographical importance and eco-
nomic prospects. which will be utilized to the fullest fo pro-
mole investment, industry and trade, He directed that the
Balochistan Board of Investinent and Trade take effective
steps to facilitate investors, simplify the investment process
and [urther strengthen the confidence of the private sector.
Mir Sarforaz Bugli expressed his determination that the
Balochistan government will continue to take all possible
steps (0 promole investinent, create new cmployment opporiu.
nitics and sustainable economic development,

R
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Promoting,
investment

Phee Balo Biistan proviine covers an
aren ol V00 s ko, equivalent o
AV of the tatal geogeaphical area of
Pab st with o K Pllld'lnll of 1EY ol
Hon Most of the population ol
ke Bstan 1e woattered
quenee of the exteemely Tow population
-L-unal\‘ i e provioee b that the costs
ol providing basic services are relatively
high

The  UNDE Notional  Huaman
Developinent Roport 2020 has estimated
the Human Development Index (HDI)
ol the four provinees lor 201819 The
overall value of Pakistan's HDI s 0570
Ihe  vonesponding — hgure  for
Malox histan ia 0478 This places the
provioee at a ow level of haman devel
opment. The ditference is largest in the
education compenent of the HOL Tt s
0500 for Pakistan and only 0 V2 jor
Balow histan. The  pap is elatively
smaller in the health compronent

The pop in the Iteracy rate s very

largie 1 dn 60 7% in Pakistan and only
125t Balos hastan: Samtlagly, the pross
wimary  enrolment rale ja 8555 in
Sbantan and S0 i Balochistan, The
percentape of oul of school Childeen is
V9% I Pakistan and as high as 58% in
Baliw histan There are also other key
idicators of the development gap

The youth population in the provinee
was 28 illion i 2020 The youth

-

One vomee

4
Wl

()

Daily:.

'RVICF

il‘ Fi

|} ‘\-;‘ Wi ' i 4 e
Dated: 2 8 JUI 2076

Labone force comprising those aped 15
to 2 year was 2 million This implies
o labour force participation rate of over
A However, the Consus reports an
extiavedinantly - high unemployment
vt among the youth i Balochistan It
frentimated ot over V0% As such, over
Do million youny people are unem
|-|u\'r|'

Overall, the number of “idle youth' in
Dalow hstan- those  who  are in the
labour force but unemployed, as well as
those whoare neither in the labour torce
nor receving an education <is 1.5 mil-
lion. This represents an extremely high
share of 536% of the total youth popula-
ton in the provinee

The  extreme  backwardness o
Balochistan requires that the federal
ISDE pive prionity to infrastructure
lvrur'ch in the provinve, especially
vphways and ireipation,

Experts beliwve that a well-delined
10-year tax holiday should be provided
for private investment in Balochistan,
This should contribute o the more
elfective exploitation, in particular, of

the  provinee’s  substantial - mineral
resournes
The  Benozir Income  Support

Propgramme should expand the cover-
ape of quarterly support for families in
Balochistan, gaven the very high inci-
dence of poverty. There is nzm aneed o
promote the productive abrorption of
youth through an t-mrlnymvnl puaran-
tee scheme The federal povernment
must play a proactive role in reducing
the development gap in Balochistan,
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