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Restoring confidence

The business and trader community of
Balochistan is passing through one of the
most challenging periods in recent years
as deteriorating law and order has created
widespread uncertainty and economic
distress. Traders and transporters  are
increasingly anxious because the persis-
tent closure of highways, frequent inci-
dents of looting, and attacks on truck driv-
ers have severely disruptad the smooth
flow of trade. Such an environment not
only affects commercial activity but also
undermines confidence in the province's
economic future, ¢

Balochistan serves as a vital link con-
necting different parts of Pakistan and
facilitating regional trade. However, when
highways remain blocked for extended
periods and transporters are exposed to
robbery and violence, the supply chain is
inevilably affected. Essential commodities
are delayed, transportation cosls rise, and
businesses suffer heavy financial losses.

. Many traders are reluctant to dispatch

goods due to fears over the safely of their
vehicles, drivers, and merchandise. These
circumstances have made it increasingly
diificult for businesses to survive, particu-
larly small and medium-sized enterprises
that lack the financial capacity to absorb
repeated losses.

The plight of truck drivers deserves spe-
cial attention. They spend long hours on
the roads to ensure the uninterrupted
movement of goods, yet they are often the
first victims of criminal activities. Looling

and plundvrin{l', not only deprive them of
their livelihoods but also create a climate
of fear across the transport sector. If trans-
port operations continue to face such
threats, the cconomic repercussions will
extend far beyond Balochistan, affecting
trade across the country.

The provindal and federal governments
have a shared responsibility to address this
serious situation without delay. Ensuring
the security of highways, strengthening
law enforcement, providing effective pro-
tection to transporlers, and bringing those
responsible for criminal acts to justice must
become immwediate priorities. Authorities
should also engage with representatives of
the business commwunity to understand
their converns and formulate practical
measures that restore  confidence and
encounige commervial aclivity.

Balochistan is already grappling with
widespread poverty, unemployment, and
undendevelopment. Prolonged insecurit
only compounds these longstanding chal-
lenges by discouraging investment, limit-
ing employmenl opportunities, and slow-
ing economic growth.

A prosperous Balochistan cannot be
achieved unless traders, investors, and
transporters are able to conduct business
in o safe and predictable environment.
Restoring law and order is therefore not
merely a security objective but an evo-
nomic necessity. Prompt, coordinated,
and decisive action by both provincial and
federal authorities is essential to protect
livelihoods, revive trade, and place the
province on u;r\lh toward lasting stability
and sustainable development.
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