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clipping of LocallNational Newspapers for information and

necessary action.
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Jor (Dire¢tor General)

Chief Minister, Balochistan, Quetta.
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Curbing street
crimes

Streel crimes are serious problem
across the country. Every year thou-
sands of cases of street crimes are com-
mitted. The most common types of
strect crime include robbery, theft, and
assault. Unfortunately, the media 1s
stuffed with stories of street ¢rime in
Quetta  and  other  districts  of
Balochistan. These crimes include
mobile and vehicle snatching, house
robbery, drug trade, and killing or
injuring over resistance to robbery. The
criminals  don’t  hesitate  snatching
mobile phones, motorbikes, and lifting
cars in broad daylight but surprisingly
the police and other law enforcement
agencies seem hapless to arrest such
clements.

There are factors that contnbute to
the high rate ol street crime; one faclor
is the high level of poverty in the prov-
ince. Many people resort to crime in
order tomake ends meet. Unforlunately,
the police are still using the old tactics
to catch criminals. Police must equip
themselves with modern methods in
order to reduce crime to an acceptable
level. Police should take support from
information technology to curb crime
in the city. Nowadays, CCTV cameras
are installed in most of the streets and
roads and in many cases the faces of the

i accused are easily identified.

The provincial government is work-

ing on Quetta Safe city project but the
poce of work is extremely slow.
However, once the Safe Gity Project 1s
functional it will give a big support lo
curb street crimes.

The government must make sure 10
install quality CCTV cameras rather
than cheap ones o increase the visibil-
il?' ol the faces and vehicle license plates
of the culpnts. This will help not only
in catching the criminals but also in
their investigation and prosecution.
Digital technologies make it possible
for police to be where crime is happen-
ing, when it is happening even in vir-
tual locations. Undoubtedly, it is the
duty of the police to protect the citizens
and their property, and we must
demand they do a better job of it
Authorities concerned without any
delay must install more high-quality
security cameras at crime hotspots and
there should be increased police patrol-
ling.

Another factor contributing to the
stubborn levels of street crime 1s that
perpetrators, even when nabbed, are
often back on the streets after being
acquitted, which calls for better collec-
tion of evidence to ensure conviction.
And for a long-term solution, the fed-
eral and provincial governments have
lo step up to bring socio-economic
reforms to reduce poverty, illiteracy,
inequality, unemployment, and most
importantly inflation in the country as
they are the major reasons behind the
majority of the crimes committed in the
country specifically in Quetta.
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