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kindly find enclosed here with a set of press

clipping of LocallNational Newspapers for information and

necessary action.

The Press Secretary to

Jor (Dir

r General)

Chief Minister, Balochistan, Quetia.

RAMZAY ROAD QUETTA

PHONE NO: 081-0202542-0201615-0201958, FAX NO:061-2201103
e-mall dgprquettabalochlstan@.com, dgprquettaadvi@gmall.com
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Regd No. 0. B.C.6 VOL XLV No. 1523 QUETTA chncsday July 22, 20-

Bugti, Iranian Governor

vow to boost bilateral

trade to $10b, strengthen
border security

CM orders release of
detained govt employees

Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: In a high-level dialogue held here, Chiefl
Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti met with Governor Mansoor
Bajar of Iran’s Sistan Province, engaging in extensive delib-
crations on a wide array of bilateral issucs encompassing
Pakistan-Iran relations. cross-horder commerce, investment
frameworks, border market mechanisms, regional securnily
imperatives, and the overarching objective of deepening
cconomic 1nterdependence between the two neighbouring
states.

Al the outsct of the proceedings, Chiel Minister Bugti
conveyed profound condolences and heartfelt sympathy to
Governor Bajar over the recent martyrdom of Iran’s Supreme
Leader, affirming that Pakistan, and particularly the people
of Balochistan, stand in uawavering solidarity with the
Iranian nation duning this hour of collective gricl. In
response, Governor Bajar expressed his deep appreciation
for the gesture of compassion extended by the Balochistan
government and nts populace, underscoring his gratitude for
the enduring affection and cooperative spint demonstrated
by Pakistanis, especially those from the border province. He
cmphatically stated that the primary impetus behind his
visit is to substantially broaden the spectrum of trade and
economic collaboration between the two countrics.

Governor Bajar further revealed that while the present ‘

volume of bilateral trade hovers around three billion dollars,

he cnvisions @ transformative escalation to ten billion dol-
lars through concerted and sustained joint efforts. He artics
ulated that enhancing border relations and facilitatng trade
would not only catalyse economic vibrancy but also serve as
a pivolal instrument in mitigating security-related chal-
lenges that have historically impeded regional progress.
Echoing this sentiment, Chiel Minuster Dugti assured that
his adoumistration would exhaust all possible meagures to
promote barter trade along Balochistan's frontiers and dili-
gently pursue the ambitious target of a ten-billion-dellar
trade corridor. He cxpn-uul complete concurrence with (he
lIranian Governor's assertion that intenuified economie
activity is intrinsically linked to the establishment of dura-
ble peace, stability, and a more robust security environment.
The Chiel Minister announced that the imual tno of bor-
der markets already operational along the Iran frontier wall
be revitahised and rendered more efficient, while future
plans include the establishment of additional such markets

to furnish enhanced employment and trading prospects for !

local communities inhabiting these peripheral regions.

Moreover. Chief Minister Mir Sarfaraz Bugti hps«dken a
gencrons and positive decision in response to the request of

Moreover, Chief Minister Mar Sarfuraz Bugu bas taken a
gencrous and positive decison in response (o the request of
Grand Alliance leaders, ordenng the relegse of all governs
ment employees who had been arrested during a previous
protest, following which the Distnict Admimistration Quetta
promptly acted on his directives and freed appronimately 50
detained employees
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Daily:_Balochistan

Finding political
solution

The worsening situation in Balochistan
has become one of the most pressing chal.
lenges. For nearly two decades, (he prov-
ince has witpeseod o pemistent cycle of
violence, unrest, and instability that has
daimed countless lives and ‘weakenoed
public confidence in the state's ability to
ensure peace. Casuallics among, secutily
personnel and armed groups have becore
an unfortunate routine, while innocent
avilians continue to suffer the most, Every
new incident deepens mistrust, widens
divisions, and makis the search for lasting
peace even more difficult.

Balochistan holds immense srategic
and economic importance due 1o its vast
natural resources, long coastline, and geo-
stralegic Jocation. However, these advan-
tages have not translated into lasting pros-
penity for many of its people. Feelings of
political exclusion, economic deprivation,
and inadequate access to education, health-
care, employment, and basic infrastruc-
ture have fucled grievances over the years,
Although governments have announced
development packages and security meas-
ures at different times, these efforts have
not fully addressed the underlying politi-
cal and social concerns,

Experience shows thal no conflict of this
nature can be resolved through the use of
force alone, While maintaining law and

v

order pemaing the responsibility of the
slale, a sustainable solution requines sin-
cere political engagement. The govern.
ment must Inifiate o comprehensave and
Inclusive dialogue involving elected repre.
tentatives, tribal elders, political parties,
divil socjoty, and other stakeholders will-
ing o pursue peacelul means, Such dia-
logueshould focus on constitutional rights,
ayuitable distribution of reources, effec-
tive local governance, and meaningful
participation of the people of Balochistan
in decisions affecting, their future,

Atthe same time, all partics must rejec
violence and recognize that attacks on
civilians can never Iu-lu«liﬁvd. Protecting
innovent lives should remain a shared
responsibility, and every effort must be
made: to prevent further bloodshed,

The prople of Balochistan deserve prace,
dignity, and opportunitics equal to thow
enjoyed, by eitizens in other parts of the
country.  Their aspirations  should  be
addressed through democraticinstitutions
and constructive engagement rather than
prolonged confrontation. Lasting stability
will nol emerge from military measures
alone but from a balanced approach that
combines security with political reconcili-
alion, onomic inclusion, and social
development.

The time has come for all stakeholders to
prioritize diologue over discord and work
together to build a peaceful, stable, arl
prosperous Balochistan that contributes
fully to Pakistan's unity, progress, and
democratic (uture,

Dated: 1. 2 JUL 2026 ,
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