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British HC, CM Bugti review

Staff Report

ISLAMABAD:  Drtsh High
Commissoner (0 Pakntaa Jace
Marrniott called on Chicl Minister
Dalockistan Mir Sarfaraz Bugn,
duneg which matters of mutual
interest, development cooperation
tn Balochistan and promotica of
bilsteral relations were dincussed
in detail. The mecting reviewed
the possabilities of cooperation 1n
vanous sectors including educs-
non, healih, povernance, instnu.
nomal  capaaty  building  and
myestiment

On thu oecasion. the Chicf
Minivier Balochistan also appriscd
the Drtsh Migh Commissioner

about the ongoing admmstrative
reforms 1n the province, public
nellare projects aed the develop-
ment priorities of the government
Chief Minuster Mar Sarfaraz Dagn
saud that esublubing peace in
Dalochistan, sustainable develop-
menl, elflcctive governance ard
provision of better faciliues to the
people are among the 1op priontics
of the gov ernment. He sasd that 1he
provincial povernment is imple-
menhing comprehensive reforms to
make the dovclopment procens
more cllective. transparest good
gonernance and transparency
“Balochistan 1» 2 provisce rch
10 mineral resources, prographical
impartanee a0d vasl investment

~matters of mutual interes

opportuitics, where pew posubal.
s of dovelopment and prosper-
sty are being created wih 1be coop-
eraticen of iefereational partesrs”
the Chiel Mimister stated He
axprevsed the hope that coopera.
110 between the Unsted Kinpdom
sed Balochistzn in varwoes secton
would be further sremgthened,
which would 3¢lp m achueving
public welfare and suumnable
development goals

Braosh High Commusioner Ms.
Jane  Marnolt apprecisted  1he
onpoing Javelopment imtstine,
reform programmes and efforis of
the gonermment for public senvice
18 Dalochintan and  expressed
intereat in further cxpasdiag covp-

]

€ratioa 13 vanous seclon
Balochistsa Chief Mususter Mur
Sarfaraz Bugh bricfed about the
Brituh Hizk Commisswner cuy.
fent edmumntnative and political
1quzuoa 13 e provioce and the
governmest's steps 1 the costext
of recent incrdents of terrorism,
The Chuef Minaster funher sad
that 23 all-party coaference will be
held won W establund Liueg peace
22d promote politeal barmogy 1a
Balochuan, 1w whih politcal
Panes proscat i ths parbamest as
well as poliical parties oatside the
parlameat will be imatad to pat-
Usipaic 30 1hat 3 joirt acticn plan
caa B¢ formabited regarding ter-
e asd peace and stability

@ CamScanner

pm———
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path forward

Deputy Prime Minister ol we) Dar'srecent
meeting withadelegationof the Balochistan
Natlonal Party and’ his pledge o address
the province's challenges is o positive devol-
opment. It reflects  rcognition  that
Balochistans fssucs require sustalned polit-
fnl engagement alongside cconomic and
security pwasures,

As Pakistan’s largest province by anva,
Balochistan holds immense tlralegic ond
cconomic significance. Yot it continues to
face i\-nd.«lvnl challenges, including under-

development, huukq;mh- infrastructure
and limited occess 1o essentlal services,
Lasting, progress will depend not only on
development projects but also on building,
public’ trust, improving governance an
ensuring that local communities play o
meaning(ul role in shaping their future,
Dar's assertion that Insurgents do not
enjoy broad public supportrlﬂuhli;;hu un
Important  reality.  Most  people  in
Balochistan seck peace, employment, edu-
cation, healthcare nnd better opportunities
for their familics. Their aspimtions are no
different from those of citizens elsewhere in
the country, It would therefore be mislead-
ing lo portray the actions of a small number
armed groups as representative of the
wider population. Mainstream political
rties and elected leaders in the province
ve consistently advocated constitutional
and democmltic’ means to address griev-

- -

ances and advance provindial interesta,

Al the same time, the provina/s chal-
lenges extend beyond e urity concerns,
Many districts still Inck quality whools,
modern healtheare facilities, reliable water
supplies, adequate rouds and gufficjent
emplayment — opportunities, Although
major investments have boen made n
recent years, Including infrstructure and
Gwadar-related projects, the benefits have
notbeen felt equally across ol regions, Such
dispariticscon fuel foelings of ixclusion and
frustration, creating  opportunitics  for
extremist elementa lo l'xp{nil local concerns,

Balochistan's grogmphical position further
complicates matters. Bordering Iran and
Afghanistan and hoding the strategically
important Gwadar Port, the province occu-
pies a oentral place in regjonal geopolitics
Pukiston has repeatedly expreseed concarms
aboul crore bonder terrorism and the finvolve
ment of hostile external actors secking, to
destobilise the region. Addnesing such
threats remaing a core responsibility of the
slale,

However, security and development
should not be viewed as competing priori-
ties. Effective counterterrorism efforts must
be accompanied by visible improvements
in the lives of ondinary citizens. The stal’s
sucess will ultimately be measured not
only by itsability to maintain order butalso
by its capacity to provide services, create
opportunities and Improve living stand-
ards. The province’s youny; population rep-
resents il greatest assel, Greater investment
in education, vocational tralning, entrepre-
neurship and job creation can unlock enor-

mous potential. Improved healthcare and
stronger local institutions are equally cssen-
tinl. Development becomes  meaningful
when citizens see langible improvementsin
their daily lives and feel that the state is
responsive (o their needs.

The way forward lics in sustained dia-
logue among political leaders, tribal elders,
civil sociely, youth representatives and gov-
ernment institutions, Legitimate concerns
should be addressed through democratic

rocesses, while those who resort 1o vio-

e must be dealt with under the law.
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Need of fangible steps

While suacessive governments have
paid lip service Lo its development, the
tangible impact on the ground remains
woefully inadequate. The time for mere
theloric is over; the people of Balochistan

P
demand and deserve concrele measures
that address the deep-rooted issues of
unemployment, illiteracy,  inadequate
healtheare, and  dilopidated infrastruc-
ture that continue to hinder their pro-
gress,

Thescattered population of Balochistan
presents a unique set of challenges.
Communities residing in far-flung areas
often face insurmountable obstacles in
accessing basic necessities like healtheare
and education. The lack of proper infra-
structure further exacerbates these issues,
isolating these regions and perpetuating
a cycle of underdevelopment.

Unemployment remains a critical con-
cern, parlicularly among the youth. The
lack olr:linblo economic opportunitics fuels
frustration and can contribute lo social
unrest. Thegovernment must move beyond
short-lerm fixes and formulate a compre-
hensive strategy for job creation. This
includes promoting local industries, invest-
ing in vocational training and skill develop-
ment programs aligned with market
demands, and foslering an environment
conducive to entrepreneurship. The alarm-
ingly low literacy rates in Balochistan are a

major impediment Lo its socio-economic
advancement. Education is the comerstone
of progress, and the government must pri-
orilize the functionalization and upgrading
of schools and volleges ucross the province.

. This requires not only ensuring adequate

infrastructure and resources bul also
addressing the shorlage of qualified teach-
ers, improving curriculum relevance, and
promoling access to quality education for
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T .
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all, especially girls. Innovative solutions,
such as mobile schools and digjtal learning,
inltiatives, can help reach remote communi-
ties and overcome geographical barriers,

Theslate of healthcare infrastructure in
Balochistan is  equally  concerning,
Upgrading district hospitals with modern
facilities, ensuring, the availability of
qualified medical professionals, and
establishing cfficient referral systems are
paramount, For those living in remote
arcas, the government must invest in pri-
mary healthcare centers and mobile
health units to provide essential medical
services at their doorsteps. Addressing,
malnulritlion, maternal and child health,
and infectious diseases should be key pri-
orities.

Underpinning all these developmental
efforts is‘;ho urlécnt need for robust infra-
structure. This includes the construction
and maintenance of roads, ensuring relia-
ble access to clean waler and sanitation,
and establishing a stable and efficient
power supply. The development of infra-
structure must be a long-term, well-
planned endeavor, Laking, into account the
unique geographical challenges of the
province. The people of Balochistan are
weary of emply promises. They seek tan-
gible actions, measurable outcomes, and a
genuine commitment from their govern-
ment to address their long-neglected
needs, ILis time for the provincial admin-

“istration to move beyond rhetoric and

implement concrete policies and pro-
grams that will lead to real and suslaina-
ble development.
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