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Bilawal, CM discuss
Balochistan law and order

Bugti reaffirms resolve to foil anti-Pakistan plots
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Modernizing
agri- sector

Agriculture has long been regarded as
the backbone of Balochistan’s economy,
providing employment and livelihood
opportunities to nearly 70 per cent of the
province’s population either directly or
indirectly. The sector supports farmers,

e
do le o bl | Jel e U

labourers, livestock owners, traders and
countless families whose survival
depends on agricultural activities.
Despite its immense importance, agricul-
ture. in Balochistan has remained
neglected for decades, resulting in low
productivity, declining rural incomes
and rising unemployment.

Balochistan possesses vast tracts of fer-
tile land and produces high-quality fruits,
vegetables and other agricultural prod-
ucts. However, the province has failed to
realise its full agricultural potential due to
inadequate investment, poor infrastruc-
ture, water scarcity and the continued reli-
ance on outdated farming techniques.
Many farmers still depend on conven-
tional irrigation met that waste pre-
cious water, while manual cultivation
practices consume more time, increase
production costs and result in lower crop
yields. The absence of modern machinery,
certified seeds, scientific farming tech-
niques and easy access to agricultural

credit has further weakened the farming .

community. Small farmers, in particular,
struggle to purchase tractors, harvesters,
drip irrigation systems and other modern
equipment that could significantly
improve efficiency and productivity. As a
result, agricultural output remains below
its true potential despite province’s abun-

dant natural resources.
Modernisi riculture would not
only immsl:? production but would

also generate employment for thousands
of young e, The introduction of
mechanised farming, advanced irrigation
systems, greenhouse cultivation, agricul-

tural research and food processing indus-
tries would create new opportunities
across entire agricultural value chain.
Youth trained in modern farming prac-
tices could establish successful agricul-
tural enterprises instead of remaining
unemployed or migrating to urban cen-
tres in search of work. Efficient irrigation
methods such as drip and sprinkler sys-
tems should replace wasteful traditional
practices wherever possible. Greater
investment in dams, water reservoirs and
groundwater recharge projects is essential
to ensure a reliable water supply for agri-
culture. At the same time, farmers should
receive regular training on climate-smart
agriculture, crop diversification and the,
efficient use of fertilisers and pesticides.
The provincial government should
introduce farmer-friend‘l{ policies by pro-
viding subsidised agricultural machinery,
quality seeds, fertilisers, crop insurance
and affordable loans. Strengthening agri-
cultural extension services, improving
rural road networks and expanding cold
storage and marketing facilities would
also enable farmers to earn better returns
for their produce. Agriculture remains
strongest foundation for Balochistan’s
economy, and its revival is essential for
reducing unemployment and poverty. By
embracing modern technology, investing
in rural development and supporting
farmers with practical policies, the gov-
ernment can transform agriculture into a
vibrant and competitive sector that
ensures food security, creates employ-
ment and contributes significantly to the
long-term prosperity of Balochistan.
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