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Climate change

~

Climate change has emerged as one of
the most serious challenges confronting,
Balochistan, threatening the province's
environment, economy and the liveli-
hoods of millions of people. Rising, tem-
peratures, prolonged droughts, erratic
rainfall, flash floods and increasing water
scarcity have become recurring realities
that are affecting every seclor of life.
Despite the growing severity of these
impacts, the response of the relevant
authorities has remained inadequate,
raising concerns about the province’s pre-
paredness to deal with one of the defining
challenges of the twenty-first century.

Balochistan’s fragile ecosystem makes
it particularly vulnerable to climate
change. The province has witnessed pro-
longed dry spells that have depleted
groundwater reserves, reduced agricul-
tural productivity and caused severe
hardships for farmers and livestock own-
ers. Many rural communities depend
entirely on agriculture and animal hus-
bandry for their livelihoods, yet changing
weather patterns have made these tradi-
tional occupations increasingly uncer-
tain. The decline in water availability has
also accelerated migration from rural
areas to urban centres, placing additional
pressure on already overstretched civic
infrastructure.

The shrinking forest cover, uncon-
trolled cutting of trees and poor environ-

mental management have further intensi

fied the effects of climate change. The lack
of investment in watershed managerment,
rainwater harvesting and groundwater
recharge projects has worsened the water
CTrisys,

The authorities must move beyond
short-lerm responses and adopt a com-
prehensive climate resilience strategy.
Grealer investment is needed in water
conservation, dam construction, modern
irrigation  systems, alforestation cam-
paigns and renewable energy projects.
Early warning systems should be
strengthened, and district administra-
tions must be equipped to respond effec-
tively to climate-related emergencies.

Public awareness is equally important.
Communities, educational institutions
and civil sociely organisations should be
encouraged to participate in environmen-
tal conservation, tree plantation cam-
paigns and responsible water use.
Combating climate change requires col-
lective , responsibility, but government
leadership remains indispensable.

Climate change is no longer a distant
threat; it is a present reality affecting
every district of Balochistan. Delayed
action will only increase economic losses
and human suffering. The provincial and
federal governments must treat climate
resilience as a top priority and implement
practical, long-term policies to protect the
environment, strengthen vulnerable com-
munities and ensure a sustainable future
for the people of Balochistan.
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