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of GROUP © halochistantimes.pk @ @balochistantimespk ) BTimes_pk

Regd No. B.C.6 VOL XLV No. 1512 QUETTA Saturday ]uly 11, 2026 / Muharram 25 1448

PSRN

- 75 militants kllled in
Balochistan since July
5, says CM Bugti

Staff Report

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister Sarfraz Bugn on
Friday stated that a total of 75 terrorists had been killed since
July 5 in various intelligence-based operations.

In a post on social media plnlform X, CM Bugti said:
“Operation Shaban is progressing successfully following the
terrorist attack on Mangi Dam Police Station.”

He elaborated that 39 terrorists had been killed in Operation
Shaban as a result of joint ground and air operations by the
Pakistan Army, Frontier Corps and Balochistan Police in rug-
ged mountainous areas, while a total of 75 terrorists had been
killed in various intelligence-based operations since July 5.

Bugti further said that a terrorist attack on Zehri Police
Station in the Kachhar area of Balochistan had also been
foiled today.

“The writ of the state will be maintained in Balochi at
any cost; terrorists cannot escape their fate,” he declared.

A day earlier, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif said the coun-
try’s civil and military leadership had taken a “mutual and
singular decision” to end terrorism after multiple major terror-
ist incidents in Balochistan in recent days.

He made the remarks ata meeting in Quetta of the Provincial
Apex Committee on the National Action Plan, with Chief of
Defence Forces (CDF) and Chief of the Army Staff Field
Marshal Asim Munir also present.

Chairing the meeting, PM Shehbaz declared, “One thing is
decided: it is a mutual and singular decision of the civil and
military leadership that we must end terrorism collectively.”

Addressing a press briefing in Rawalpindi. the military’s
spokesperson said that there were “three major terrorist inci-
dents” in recent days — an armed attack on the outskirts of
Quetta on July 5, an assault on a police post in Ziarat on July
6, and an ambush of an army convoy in Bela on Wednesday.

Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) Director General Lt
Gen Ahmed Sharif Chaudhry warned terrorists and their
facilitators to expect no “rationality and proportionality” as
security forces continue to hunt down the perpetrators of the
attacks.
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Drug addiction

Drug addiction among young people
in Balochistan has emerged as a deeply
alarming issue that demands immediate
and serious attention from the govern-
ment, educational institutions, parents
and society at large. What was once con-
sidered a problem confined to a limited
segment of society has now spread to
students, teenagers and even educated
youth, making it one of the most danger-
ous social challenges facing the province
today. If left unchecked, this growing
menace threatens not only the future of
countless young individuals but also the
social and moral fabric of society.

The problem becomes even more dis-
turbing when teenagers begin experi-
menting with harmful substances
merely to impress friends or imitate
adults. The increasing use of electric cig-
arettes and vapes among school- and
college-going youth is a clear example of
how substance use is being normalised
in social setti El'\gs Many adolescents view
vapingasaf shxonable habit rather than
a dangerous gateway to more serious
addictions. This false sense of harmless-
ness can gradually push young people
toward stronger and more destructive
narcolics.

Reports and observations from differ-
ent areas suggest that university stu-
dents are among the largest groups
affected by drug abuse in Balochistan.

The involvement of both male and
female students in substances such as ice
and heroin is a deeply troubling develop-
ment. Universities are meant to be cen-
tres of learning, research and character-
building, yet the spread of drugs within
academic environments undermines the
very purpose of education and places the
future of an entire generation at risk.

Drug addiction destroys far more than
the health of the person using narcotics. It
disrupts education, weakens judgment,
damages physical and mental well-being
and often pushes young people toward
isolation, crime or self-destruction. At the
same time, families of addicted individu-
als suffer immense pain. Parents and sib-
lings are forced to endure emotional
trauma, social embarrassment and finan-
cial hardship while trying to support or
rehabilitate their loved ones. The govern-
ment and relevant authorities must no
longer treat this issue casually. Strict
action is needed against drug traffickers
and those supplying narcotics near edu-
cational institutions. Awareness cam-
paigns should be launched in schools,
colleges and universities to educate stu-
dents about the harmful consequences of
drug use and vaping. Rehabilitation cen-
tres must also be Balochistan cannot
afford to lose its youth to drugs, negli-
gence and social indifference. The
authorities, educational institutions, par-
ents and civil society must work together
to confront this menace before it grows
even further.
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