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‘Mutual and singular decision’

to end terrorism, says PM
after Balochistan attacks

Staff Report

QUETTA: Prime Minister
Shehbaz Shanf on Thursday said
the country’s civil’ and mulitary
leadership had taken a “mfstual and
singular decision” to end terrorism
after multiple major terrorist inci-
dents 10 Balochistan in recent days.

He made the remarks at a meet-
ine in Quetta of the Provincial

Apex Commillee on

Noting that 54 terrorists were
killed while responding to those
attacks and in subsequent opera-
tions, he affirmed, “This war
[against terrorism] will continue
until the last fasaadi (vicious) ter-
reristin Pakistan is eliminated.”

Rnlemhng Pakistan’s accusa-
tions against India for backing ter-
sorism. the prime minister said
there v\n “‘no doubt thyt our c:sl-

PM Shehbaz said the Fitna Al
Khawarij (FAK) had the “heinous
objectives” of damaging the respect
garnered by Pakistan globally,
“whether they are the diplomatic
successes or the four-day war of
May last year™

The government uses the term
“Fitna al Khawarij” (FAK) 1o refer
to the banned Tehreck-i-Taliban
Pakhun (TTP) and its affiliates.

forces rendered sacrifices and sac-
rificed their blood, along with law
enforcement agencies and innocent
civilians.”

He affirmed that the “entire
nation stands firmly” with the
armed forces and LEAs. expressing
hope that the sacnifices will ulti-
mately result in the eradication of
terrorism
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Processing plants

Balochistan has a wide variety of cli-
mate and agro-ecological zones ideal for
growing myriads of fruits and vegeta-
bles. Horticultural crops, especially fruits
and vegetables, make an important con-
tribution to the agricultural sector. Apple
produced in Balochistan is of high qual-
ity which has huge demand in the inter-
national market but regrettably lacks a
proper system, processing units the
farmers and the ince unable to tap
from this blessing. It plays a significant
role in employment, revenue generation
and returns.

The apple ing districts of
Quetta, Killa Abdullah, Pishin, Killa
Saifullah, Mastung and Kalat were
selected for the project in consultation
with the stakeholders. A study was con-
ducted by JICA, UNIDO and Balochistan
government in 2022 to highlight the cur-
rent needs and challenges of the apple
value chain in Balochistan and suggest
measures Yor uplifting the chain. This
study also provided an opportunity for
the policy makers to tackle this sector’s
current challenges. It also aimed to iden-
tify the governance issues with focus on
institutional capacities and practices
within an enabling environment, includ-
ing the private sector and individual
farmers.

The National Food Security Policy
describes that the value chains in

Pakistan, including Balochistan, are
characterized by poor standard agricul-
tural markets lacking basic hygiene and
traceability. Moreover, inconsistent grad-
ing practices and inefficient transporta-
tion services are common. The other key
issues of the value chains are lack of mar-
ket information and cold storages, inade-
quate .and poor roads, high post-harvest
losses of fruits and vegetables, traditional
and poor packaging materials, lack of
accessibility of smallholder farmers to
the high-end markets and lack of value
addition of agro-based products. Sadly
due to many weaknesses in the system a

middleman is exploiting the small farm-

ers because of their high on
him for the sale of their mﬂ

On the marketing side, apple grading,
packing and marketing standards are
not followed and low and good quality
apples are very often mixed. The pro-
duce is marketed in a traditional manner
and cold storage facilities are poor, lead-
ing to high post-harvest losses. Still
Balochistan does not have adequate
apple processing, grading and packing
facilities, and a very small proportion of
apples is processed into value-added
products such as apple pulp, jam, jelly,
juice, squashes, drinks, clear concentrate
and apple preserves.

It is essential that the government and
agriculture department must ensure pro-
cessing, grading and packing facilities to
farmers besides taking steps for its mar-
keting at national and international level.
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