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Road tragedy

The tragic road accident in the Danasar
area of Zhob district, in which at least 40
people including women and children
lost their lives alter a passenger bus
plunged into a ravine, is a heartbreaking,
reminder of the grave weaknesses that
continue to plague public transport and
road safety in Balochistan. Several other

passengers were also injured in the inci- -

dent, adding to the scale of the tragedy
that has shocked the enlire province.
While the provincial government has
ordered an inquiry into the matter, the
loss of so many precious lives under such
avoidable circumstances demands far
more than a routine probe.

According to reports, the incident
allegedly took place after an exchange of
harsh words between the driver and pas-
sengers. It is being reported that some
passengers had complained at a security
check post about the excessive quantity
of smuggled Iranian diesel being carried
in the bus. Following the complaint, the
smuggled diesel was reportedly
offloaded, an action that allegedly
angered the driver. If these reports are
confirmed, the incident raises deeply dis-
turbing questions not only about the
driver’s conduct but also about the
unchecked use of passenger vehicles for
smuggling and the complete disregard
for the safety of human lives.

Public transport is meant to carry pas-
sengers, nol contraband or excessive

poods  that  compromise  safety, The
alleged transportation of smuggled die-
sel in a passenger bus reflocts a dangger-
ous and unlawful practice that should
never have been allowed in the first place.
It also points to regulatory failure on the
part of the authorities responsible for
inspecting, vehicles, monitoring routes
and ensuring that transporters comply
with the law.

This tragedy also highlights the urgent
need for stricter oversight of drivers and
public transport operators. The Regional
Transport Authority and other relevant
departments ' must regularly inspect
buses, verify the validity of drivers’
licences and assess whether drivers are
physically and mentally fit to transport
passengers. Vehicles operating on inter-
district and inter-provincial routes
should be subjected to routine safety
checks to ensure that they meet basic
roadworthiness standards.

Equally important is the establishment
of complaint cells and helplines for pas-
sengers so that grievances can
reported without fear and acted upon
promptly. Passengers must have a formal
mechanism to report reckless driving,
overloading, misconduct or illegal trans-
portation of goods.

The lives lost in Zhob cannot be
brought back, but the state has a moral
and legal responsibility to ensure that
such tragedies do not recur. The inquiry
must be transparent and meaningful,
and those found negligent must be held
accountable.
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