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Balochistan’s
antiquities

The demand by the Government of
Balochistan for the return of its stolen
antiquities from the federal government is
both justified and timely. These priceless
artefacls are not merely ancient objects;
they are an integral part of the province’s
history, identity and civilisational herit-
age. Their return is essential not only for
the preservation of Balochistan’s rich
archaeological legacy but also for ensur-
ing that the province receives its rightful
cultural ownership under the
Constitution.

According to reports, more than 1,100
antiquities stolen from various archaeo-
logical sites of Balochistan over the last
two decades had found their way to
Britain, the United States, France and Italy.
These artefacts, believed to have been ille-
gally trafficked abroad, were later recov-
ered and returned to Pakistan by the gov-
ernments of those countries. The fact that
these items were traced, repatriated and
handed over to Pakistan is encouraging,
but the more pressing issue now is where
these antiquities rightfully belong,

The Director General of the Department

of Archaeology and Museums of
Balochistan has reportedly written to the
Department of Archaeology of the federal

government, making it clear that these
antiquities were discovered from archaeo-

Jogical sites located in  Balochistan.
Therefore, under the spirit of the 18th
Constitutional  Amendment, which
devolved several subjects to the provinces,
these cultural treasures should be handed
over to the provincial government. This
demand is not based on sentiment alone; it
is rooted in constitutional logic, adminis-
trative fairness and cultural responsibility.

Balochistan is home to some of South
Asia’'s most significant archaeological
sites, inc]uding traces of ancient civilisa-
tions that offer valuable insights into the
region’s history. If antiquities discovered
from these sites are kept away from the
province, it deprives local scholars, stu-
dents and the general public of direct
access to their own historical legacy.

The federal government must recognise
that returning these antiquities to
Balochistan would not weaken national
unity; rather, it would reinforce the princi-
ple of provincial rights within the federa-
tion. It would also %\elp promote tourism,
academic research and public awareness
of Balochistan’s unique historical impor-
tance.

The matter should not be delayed by
bureaucratic hurdles. The federal govern-
ment ought to act responsibly and transfer
the recovered antiquities to Balochistan at
the earliest. Doing so would send a strong
message that the country values its cul-
tural heritage and respects the constitu-
tional rights of its provinces. Balochistan’s
stolen antiquities must be returned to their
rightful home without further delay.
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