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necessary action.
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Bugti pays tribute to Captain Karnal Sher Khan
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CM’s fact-based dialogue on open X space neutralizes
we . migleading narratives

Staff Report
QUETTA. Chief Minister Balochistan
M‘Ir Sorfroz Bugli engaged 10 a ( questions with composure and cvi-
Widely attended Open X Space ses- || dence was hailed as & model of trans-
%100, where bis evidence-backed con- | parent governance and effective pub-
Vesation  dismantled  misleading | |lic engagement, sciling a new prece-
¢hims about Balochistan, particu= dent for direct dialogue between lead-
larly regarding missing persons, crship and citizens.

The dialogue drew over 16,000 Morcover, Chiel Minister  Mir
parucipants, includiog sub-nationals | [Sarfraz Bugti has paid glowing trib-
1ts, NGO representatives, and cnt- ute to Captain Karnal YSher Khan
1cs, and was praised for its clarity and | Shaheed, Nishon-c-Hoider, on his
reliance on venifiable facts, said 4|/ 27th martyrdom anniversary, describ-
tews  release  assued by  CM's| ing him as a symbol of unmatched
Sccretariat. courage, valor. and sacrifice in
* Sarfraz. Bugu highlighted that Pakistan's military history. In his

o messoge shared on social media,
Sarfraz  Bugti said that  despite
extremely  unfavorable econditions

— -

undc‘r the Youth Engagement Plan,
multiple projects are underwvay to

during the Kargil conflict. Captain
Sher Khan demonstrated extraordi-
nary bravery, determination, and pro-
fessional skill He noted that Sher
Khan's sacrifice represents the high-
est example of loyally, duty, and self-
lesspess and will forever remain a
guidiog light for the nation and the
armed forces.

Sorfraz Dugti emphasized that
defending the homeland 1s a sacred
duty of every Pakistani, agd it is
hecause of the sacrifices of martyrs
that Pakistan today stands with dig-
nity, peace, and sovercignty on the
world map. He added that the nation
will always bold its martyrs in the

highest estcem, recognizing their
sacrifices as eternal symbols of patn+
otism, courage, and resilience for
future gencrations.

The Chief Minister said that Sher
Khban's martyrdom reminds us that
frecdom and sovercignty ore never
free but are earned through the blood
of brave sons of the soil,

He reaffirmed tbat the Balochistan
government and the people of the
province will continue to stand shoul-
der 1o shoulder with the country’s+
armed forces against all internal and
external threats, ready to mdake sny.

sacrifice {or the defense, secujly.
stability of Pakistan, / g

provide better opportunitics  for
young people across ull districts,
"including Gwadar.

He criticized the Baloch Yakjehu '
Commilice for attcmpting to incite
violence under the guise of missing
persons and public rights.
| He [urther noted that the provincial
government has introduced pension
reforms, an electric vehicles policy, |
reduced unnecessary expenditures, |
f‘und implemented  comprehensive |
reforms across departments. Special
funds have been allocated for higher |
education scholarships through the |
- )
Education Endowment Fund, while a \
Rs. 4 billion project is ensuring high- |
Ispeed internet access across schools,
lcolleges, universitics, and health
!genms. Pugti  realfirmed  that !
"Pakislun's professional armed forces |
iguaranice that violent ¢lements can- l
|not undermine the writ of the state.

Experts observed that the Chief |

Mipister's fact-dnven stance cffec-
tively neutralized propaganda against
Balochistan. The overwhelming par- |
ticipstion of youth and their endorse- !
| ment of the state's narrative was seen |
| as crear evidence of the failure of |
foreign-backed  proxies,  Sarfraz |
| Bugti's willingness 10 answer tough

—
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YDAs strike

The recurring deadlock between young,
doctors and the provincial administration
in Quetta has once again plunged the
healthcare sector into a severe crisis, leav-
ing thousands of vulnerable patients
stranded. By shulling down Outpatient
Departments (OPDs) across major ler-
liary care hospilals, the Young Doclors
Association has effectively brought the
public healthcare machinery to a grind-
ing hall. While the medical community’s
right to protest for legilimate démands
ranging from better working conditions
and security to fair wages cannot be
enlirely dismissed, the method chosen to
voice these grievances is fundamentally
flawed. Weaponizing healthcare services
at the expense of human lives is an ethi-
cally compromised stance that rapidly
strips the protestors of public sympathy.

The real casualties of this administra-
tive stalemate are the impoverished
masses, particularly those traveling from
thefar-flung, rural districts of Balochistan.
Quettaserves as the primary medical hub
for a province plagued by vast distances

" and scarce infrastructure. Families regu-

larly save up for weeks, selling valuable
assets or borrowing money just to afford
the grueling journey to the capital, only to
find hospital gates Jocked and OPD coun-
ters deserted. For a patient who has trave-
led hundreds of kilometers in critical con-
dition, an closed OPD is not just an incon-

venience; it is a life-threatening catastro-
phe. Private healthcare remains a luxury
far beyond the reach of these citizens,
meaning the state-run hospitals are their
only hope for survival. Turning them
away in their moment of absolute vulner-
s&l\vilily is a stark failure of collective empa-

y.

However, the provincial government
cannot absolve itselfl of responsibility.
The state’s perennial policy of turning a
blind eye until a crisis escalates to a
strike is a masterclass in poor govern-
ance. The grievances of the young doc-
tors often centered around acute struc-
tural deficiencies, security lapses in
high-risk wards, and delayed career pro-
gressions are well-documented and fre-
quently genuine. Expecting medical pro-
fessionals to deliver optimal care in bro-
ken, unsafe environments without fair
compensation is unsustainable.

Resolving this recurring nightmare
requires immediate, high-level interven-
tion. The government must engage the

oung doctors in a transparent, time-
nd dialogue to address their valid
concerns with concrete assurances rather
than  empt political  promises.
Simultaneously, the medical fraternity
must reconsider its approach; essential
services and OPDs should never be shut
down as a first resort. Both stakeholders
must realize that while policies can be
debated and budgets can be reallocated,
a human life lost to administrative negli-
gence can never be recovered.
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