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Unsafe highways

Balochistan continues to foce senous
challenges ansing from delenorating, law
and order, unsafe highways and wide-
spread poverty. Despite its immense evo-
nomue potential, the province has remained
trapped in a cyde of insecurity that has not
only disrupted daily life but has also ham-
pered economic development and deep-
ened unemployment The worsening secu-
nty situation on major highways has
bevome a matter of grave concern, demand-
ing immediate and long-term atlention
from policymakers

Over recent yeurs, rcurning violence on
major highways has severely undermined
public confidence in roud travel. Fear of
attacks has discouraged even daylime jour-
neys, while transporters and traders face
nmnm\i‘sc\\mty nisks. Disrupted supply
chains, highlighting how deterionating,
security threatens both public safety and
commervial activity across the province.

The repeated targeting of vehides carry-
ing munerals, gas and other commeraal
goods has further damaged investor confi-
dence. Reports of dozens of such vehides
being set on fire have highlighted the vul-
nerability of transport routes and the urgent
need for stronger security measures. These
incidents not only inflict heavy financal
losses on transporters and businesses but
also discourage future investment in a
province that possesses  enormous

The closure of major highways during
periods of unrest has added to the economic

handships of the local population. Farmers
find itdifficult to transport agncultural pro-
duce to markets, traders struggle to main-
tain sum\lgkdmim and daily wage eamners
lose valuable income whenever transporta-
tion is disrupted. As commercial activities
slow down, unemployment rises and pov-
erty becomes more entrenched, particulardy
in remote distncts where cvonomic oppor-
tunities are already himuted.

The consequences of prolonged insecu-
nty extend beyond (\vtmur"d'msgestridal
mobility affects access to education, health-
care and other essential public services
Students miss academic activibes, patients
face delays in reaching hospitals and fami-
lies remain uncertain about the safety of
travelling even short distances.

The government must adopt pragmatic
and sustainable poliaes to  address
Balochistan's security and economic chal-
lenges. Strengthening highway  secunty,
improving intelligence coordination, ensur-
ing uninterrupted movement on major
roads and promoling dialogue where
appropriate should be integral parts of a
comprehensive strategy.

Lasting ¢ and prospenty 1n
Balochistan cannot be achieved through
shart-term measures alone. A
ave term strategy that combines
improv samnliy with inclusive economic
development and responsive governance is
essential Only by restoring public confi-
dence, protecting transport routes and
oqunhnzﬁm opportunities can the

ince fully realise its vast potential and
contribute more effectively to Pakistan’s
ovenall progress. :
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CM Bugti says terrorism in ‘final throes’

By Saleem Shahid ;

QUETTA: Nalochistan Chief
Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugtl sald
on Tuesday terrorist elemonts
were in thelr “final phase” and
that the state was confronting
them with full force and determi:
natlon, relterating that protect-
Ing the lives and property of citl
zens remalned the government's
top priority,

According to a spokesperson
for the CM's House, the chief
minister made these remarks
during a visit 1o Karachi, where

he went 10 the yesidenco of (he
Jlata AV Murtaza, o wader ywhin
lost Wis Difo In o eragle dne ldent In
the Dashe area. He offered condo
lences 10 the bereaved fumily,
prayed for tha deparied soul and
expressed solldarivy with them
Bpeaking 1o the media, My
Bugtl sald the governmant was
takding all possibla steps 10 fulf)l
Its responsibiliny of lnl)uuuunlllm
citlzens and would not wlerate
negllgence In this regard.
Haosald mistopresenting tragle
Incldents fn Walochistan contrary
o the fucts not only misled 1he
public but also created a negatlye

pereeplon of thie gy i e

“Hhe encmy v easdey L fon
fromt when visile, bt tpeia
Hona iy ey gomes aie (ar piie
challengng,”  ho sald, adding
that the state had e capac iy 10
deal with sl forms of thioary

Waeferglng 1o the Dashi el
dant, the chlef milolater sald
falsa narratives vere holng oir
culwed o soclal media and
strossed the peed 10 dlscouragoe
misinformation and promote fur
tual reporting

Ho sald thowsands of people
travelled safely on Balochistan's
Dlighiways ovory day and that an

Joehitad dnciddenn ehiald pon b
ased b e tiay the ey all eec
FHY st b he o tendie e

M Bugt) wssared b fasity of
the decvaned pradoy that the o
ylnedal graverment wimilad srund
oy them ool anveneed hat 8
voolid owr foll pespmmibinliny for
W vogban i woed eedie wtbons of
A Miirtara's daughters

Mo wntd  ho  jovernmeint
winlld  captipus eatending sl
posslbla supprn 06 e ereayed
family am, Vitensify efforie 1
CORIE pence, protect ciilgens
and ellmlnate tervorlom from
the prravinee

)
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