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Regd No. B.C.6 'VOL XLV No. 1502 QUETTA Wednesday July 01, 2026 / Muhari

Bugti vows justice for Dasht
victim, reaffirms state’s
resolve against terrorism

Staff Report

KARACIII: Chief Minister Mir
Sarfaraz Begti has declared the
protecton of ctizens” lives and
property as the government’s fore-
moat obligation, asserting that all
svaulable resources are  being
mobilised to discharge this gacred
duty Speaking a1 the residence of
the late Ali Murtaza, a buvness-
man who lost his life 1a a wagic
incident 1n the Dasht area, the
Chief Minnter offered his pro-
found condolences lo the berecaved
farmly, recited Fatcha for the cter-
nal peace of the departed soul. acd
prged the famuly to exercise
patience 1a this hour of immense
gnef He arrved in Karachi on
Tuesday 10 personally stand by the
gnicvning houschold, uederlining
the administration’s commitment
to shared sorrow and collective

responsibility

Addressidg the media on the
occasion. Chiel Minister Bugu
categoniaally stated that the gov-
emment accords the highest prior-
ity to the safety of citizens, and any
form of regligence on this front is
simply intolerable, He remarked
that terronst elements are breath-
mg their last, as the s1ate wages a
comprehensrve and resolute war
azains! them. However, be con-
ceded that while confronting an
enemy in open battle 1s a straight-
forward task. operations in grey
zoncs—where adversanes remain
hidden and clusive—pose far
graater complexitics. Nevertheless,
he affirmed with unwavering con-
fidence that the sfate possesses the
full capacity and wherewithal to
tackle every challenge that comes
1ts way, irrespective of its nature or
magnitude.In a pointed reference

to the Dasht tragedy; the Chief
Minister expressed deep concern
over the manner in which the inci-
dent has been portrayed on social
media. completely divorced from
factual reality He warned that pre-
senting such painful occurrences
1 a distorted light not only mis-
leads the public but also casts a

detnmental shadow over the entire
province, undermining s 1mage
and the morale of its peace-loving
people. He stressed that such nega-
ne and muoleading narratives
must be actively discouraged, and
the promotion of truth and aceu-
racy has become an urgent neces-
sity of the hour. He reminded
reporters that thousands of ciizens
travel across Balochistan's high-
ways daily, covering hundreds of
kilometres, and reach their desu-
nations safcly—a reality ihat
should not be overshadowed by an

isolated incident being crroncously
linked to the province's overall
secunty situation.

The Chiel Minister assured lhe
gneving family that the Balochistan
government would not abandon them
in their time of tral. In a significant
humanitanan gesture, he announced
that the provincial government
would assume full responsibility for
the upbringing, education. and train- |
ing of the deceased’s daughters,
ensuring that the famulv reccives
every possible form of support to
rebuild their ives with dignity and
honout. He further rexterated that the
government would continue extend-
ng all possible cooperation to the
affected family, while simultane-
ously intensifying 1ts eNorts for the
protection of lives and property, the
establishment of law and order, and
the complete cradication ol'l:nomm’
from the province. !
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Effective
contingency plan

Natural valamities such as floods andd
n-nrllulu-lkm cannot be averted. But steps
can nlwayn be taken 1o minimise the
damage 10 the life and roperty of the
people, 5o that these m‘nmllhw do not
twrn into human disasters. Though only
a fow districts of Balochistan come under
the monsoon yet the provinee is also
prone o heavy llm\,n and showers
I monsoon seasons, Bven disteicts like
Chagal, Washuk, Nushki, Panjgour are
ar away from monsoon range, however
Balochistan has hlnlnry of dovnntullnn
Moods that had caused numerous finan.
lal ;l.\mny,vn and human losses,

A couple of yoars back tornential rins
hit various parts of Balochistan and
claimed several lives and Jamaged
rmpvnlm In many arms, Similarly,
wavy floods in Naseerabwd division
tralfic between Sindh and Balochistan
also disrupled besides several villages
are threatened 1o be flooded, 1t s really
unfortunate that having a history of dev-
astation due to fMloods and rains still
authorities concerned do not come up
withacomprehensive strategy and plan-
ning to mitigate the damages. There is a
noedd for effective and special prepored.
ness plans by the government particu-
larly Provincial Disaster Management
Authority (PDMA) to meet any possible

calomity,

Regrettably, people particularly those
living i temote arvas ofBalovhistan are
already confronting the challenge of
poverty and backwardness, The lar-
Hung villages and townships hardly get
proper roud Infrastructure, healtheare
units and educational Institutions. But
whenever there 1s any natural calamity
marlicularly floods the remote arvas go

urther back in terma of poverty and it

takes decades for affocted people 1o,

stand on their own feet. In the past floods
had badly hit Naseerabad, Jaltarabad,
Jhal Magst ond Sibi. There s a lack of o
comprelensive contingency plan to miti.
e the losses and domages during
Elnml situations, The government must
traln concerned nuthorities to provide
asslstance Lo the people in the l\nur of
need besldes nnu‘mlmn of Nlood drnills,
Installation of flood carly warning sys.
tems. The PDMA must be well prepanad
to meet any emergent situation and the
repercussions of monsoon flooding have
always had a long; lasting sociocconomic
impact in plainsand mountalnous areas.
Likewise, the authorities ought to clean
waterways of problenatic nullahs, teibu-
tardes and cleanliness of the drainage
system in the cities to mitigate damages
in the cities. After every rain Quetta pre-
sents a look of the river owing to block-
age of the drafnage system, Nodoulst it s
difficult to meet natural calamities how.
ever limely preparation and o proper
stratepy can mitigate the losses,
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Education in Balochistan

Maria Nadir

Balochistan Is one of the under privi-
leged provinces of Pakistan that has been
strugpling o seck its basic needs and rights
to be equally facilitated with other prov-
Inces of Pakistan. Despite being the largest
province of Pakistan in geography and
smallest in number, the population inside
Is sulfering their basic rights such as: edu-
cation, health facilities, employment and
sanitation etc.

What I focus here is that where countries
of the world are investing in education and
where the investment In education sector
has gulded those countries to prosperity
and up to the demands of modern world, the
dearth of such investmente and focus makes
the situation, in Pakistan In general and
Balochistan in particular, more appalling,

Quetta, the capital of Balochistan i< at
least facilitated with education facilities
containing very weak standard education
system. The rest 32 districts suffer with no
school space even. If there exists any, slu-
dents travel tor long distances to reach the
nearby schools. In addition, a number ol
teachers were either targel killed or have
fled the province for search of sevurity.
And lastly, lack of awareness among the
natives led to another number of students
out of schools even if it is available.

There is always equal lo no investment
on education by government authorities
and electable, both on provincial and
national level. Each year budgets are allo-
cated for education purposes but
Invisible when seen its fruit on
ground. If it is documented that
17% of its budget Is allocated for
education, it has never been
accounted for investigation nor
has the public ever known to the
facts and figures behind such
investment.

Local NGOs, intemnational
NGOs and UN organizations worked with
different  perspectives/approaches to
improve the neglected education; but, in a
more generalized way, failed to do so.
There is no transparency in the budgets
spent on education sector nor it has any
continuity with long term plans to carry
initiatives and maintain it through a policy
until it gets better.

Although illiteracy in Pakistan as a
whole stands at 80% and growing, the lit-
eracy rale among rural women in
Balochistan is bleaker. It is estimated that
less than 2% of rural female in Balochistan
are literate. Literate and illiterate traditions
assign the women certain responsibilities
such as cooking food, cleaning the house,
child-bearing and rearing, and all other
domestic support needed by her hushand
and other family members. The benefits of
education for girls in rural Balochistan
have only recently being recognized.

Ratio of girl's education over all in
Baluchistan, as per Alif-Allan, is only 15%

It is estimated
that less than 2%
of rural female in

Balochistan are

compare lo the 37% male education.

Distance to school s an issue not only for
girls bul for boys as well. However, the
nature and exteat of issue Is dominantly
different considering the local value sys-
tem, cultural norms, traditional beliefs and
concerns for security related to adolescent
girls which often lead to exclusion of girls
from school In some cases.

According to a research, the largest edu-
calion service delivery system {s managed
by the government of Pakistan. Among
this, 38% is managed by private <chooling
system and the very least number is cov-
ered by NGOs.

In a research according to International
Rescue Committee IRC, there are 63 mil-
lion school going aged children in Pakistan.
In which 42% attend government schools
which is almost 27 million. 32% or over 20
million children are out of school & 317,323
schools in the country equal 1o 8% are pri-
vate «chools.

When it come< to Balochistan, the num-
bers are more horrifying. According to the
statistis of Alif-Allaan, out of total popula-
tion of the province, 27 million children
need to be in school. Among this, only 9
million children are attending school and
the rest are deprived of opportunity of
going lo school.

Out of 12347 schools, only 6% are higher
schools. According to  Alif-Ailan, 216
schools are not functional. Rest of the
schools consist of single room where 14% of
teachers reveive their monthly stipends
without giving their ser-
vices.

One of the biggest
challenges to education
in Balochistan is poverty.
In a geography where
people lacks hasic facili-
; ties of life and where
literate people are deprived from

standards of life, educa-
tion is alwavs secondary to them.

Secondly, the government has always
kept education sector at pace when it comes
to allocating a sum total amount for its
development. And when the allocated
budget is on board, it ts again filtered
among the various stakeholders and cor-
ruption finds its way.

Thirdly, and as discussed earlier, the
exislence of no proper awareness among
the people in both urban and rural areas of
the province makes the situation more
worsening and leads to gender inequality
in assessing education as the fourth chal-
lenge. Education for both and female
equally is never considered in rural areas
of the province.

Lastly, and above all, there is no policy
on behalf of the government that might
tend to provide equal access to education
beyond gender. The lack of infrastructure
plus updated curriculum along with
trained teachers is another challenge to the
long list of challenges.
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