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QUETTA: Chief Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti exchanging views with Mir Saml Z

-
C—

Regd No. B.C.6 VOL XLV No. 1487 QUETTA Monday June 15, 2026

arkoon during a meeting on Sunday.

. Bugti highlights
importance of blood

donation on World
Blood Donor Day

Staff Report

QUETTA: Chicf Minister Mir Sarfraz Bugti has issued a spe-
cial message on the occasion of World Blood Donor Day.
underscoring the values of humanity, sacrifice, and social
responsibility jated with vol y blood donation.
Sarfraz Bugti emphasized that a single donation of blood
can become a message of new life and bope for patients in
need. He noted that the availability of safé and voluntary blood
is a fundamental requirement of an effective healthcare sys-

tem, particularly in cmergencics such as accidents, surgerics, |

childbirth, and treatment of various diseases.

Highlighting the government's commitment 1o healthcare ‘

reforms, the CM added that the Balochistan government is
introducing historic changes to ensure timely medical facili-
ties for the public. He pointed to the People’s Air Ambulance
Service as a vital initiative providing emergency medical
assistance (o patients in remote arcas, where the availability of
safe blood plays a crucial role in saving lives.

Sar(raz Bugti praiscd voluntary blood donors as true bene-
factors of humanity who serve sclficssly, and urged youth,
cducational institutions, and welfare organizations to actively
promote the culture of blood donation. He called on society 1o
strengthen this tradition, ensuring the protection of pree ious
human lives.

“Letus promote the practice of blood donation and play out

role in safcguarding valuable human lives,” the CM con-
cluded
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Mounting
water crisis

Balochistan is blessed with plenty of
natural resources and minerals “but
when itcomes to talk about its water res-
ervoirs it stands water stressed region.
Average annual precipitation  in
Balochustan varies from 2 to 20 inches
(50 to 500 mm). Its east-northern parts
receive some rains from monsoon
(300mm#+ per year) where Lhe rest of the
province is either arid or hyper arid
(50mm¢+ per year).

Apart from the Indus River that is
feeding 2 to 3 districts (3 Million Acre
Feet), the rest of the province is exploit-
ing ground water (22 Million Acre Feet)
at an alarming rate with some tradi-
tional techniques of Sailaba harvesting.
Surprisingly, the quantity of water (10
Million Acre Feet) that is generated as
flood water runs off unharnessed. Due
to water shortage, the situation has
come to a level where some of major cit-
ies like Quetta and other towns of the
province are faced with threats of
migration due L unavailability of
drinking water.

While the mainstay of Balochistan's
economy is agriculture and livestock,
and other allied activities which cater
for more than 70% of livelihood and
employment in the province.

Climate change is also making the

N,
A\ <]

~
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» \

situation more wobbly. Weather patterns
around the globe, causing droufv,hls
and water shortages in some parts of the
world but floods in the other areas.

Itis really unfortunate that every year
10 MAF of tlood water go waste and
untapped, and the main reason behind
this is lack of dams in the province.
Regrettably, the successive govern-
ments in the past neglected Balochistan
with regard to constructing dams and
still there dams upon which the con-
struction work is to be initiated.

No doubt, the federal and provincial
governments agree construction of
dams in Balochistan is inevitable to
address, however, the pace of taking
action in this regard is miserably slow.
The Kaisar dam of Nushki district,
which was started several years ago, is a
clear instance of government’s apathy.
The dam is not going to be completed
under the pretext of lack &f funds while
every year the flood inflicts damages to
the constructed work and its cost is
increasing,

However, il is hoped that the provin-
cial government will take pragmatic
steps lo complete work on under-con-
structed dams besides starting more
dams to address water woes of the prov-
ince. Moreover, the government will also
pursue the federal government in timely
completion of dam projects in the prov-
ince and the incumbent federal govern-
ment, unlike past governments, will
bring tangible changes in the province.
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