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‘Regd No. B.C.6 VOL XLV No. 1480 QUETTA Monday June 08, 2026 / Dhu’l-Hijjah 22, 14474

| Balochistan CM
announces civil

award for acid

attack rescuer

Staff Report

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief
Minister  Sarfaraz  Bugti on
Sunday announced that a a civil
award would be conferred on a
man who came to the assistance
of a female doctor at Quetta’s
Civil Hospital after an acid attack
on her. !

On Saturday, a female doctor,
Mahnoor Nisar, was seriously
injured at the Civil Hospital
when an employee of the facility
; allegedly threw acid on her, police said. The doctor suffered
{ severe burn injuries to her face, chest, legs and other parts of

her body,

The CCTV footage of the incident shows that a man tried to

help Dr Nisar as she came running out of a room after the
- attack by covering her up with what appears to be his jacket

Ina post on X, CM Bugti said Abdul Razzaq Tarakai, who
is also an employee at the Civil Hospital, “displayed extraordi-
nary courage, humanity, and dedication” by coming to Dr .
Mahnoor's help and would be given a civil award.

Commending his efforts, the chiel minister said, “Such
brave and valiant individuals are the assets of our socicty and
sct an example of serving humanity even in the most difficult
circumstances”,

Separately, MNA Asccla Bhutto-Zardari also condemned
the attack and shared that she has requested President Asif Ali
Zardari to confer the highest civilian award on Tarakai for his
“sellless gallantry™, as per a statement by the President’s
Secretariat.His timely and courageous intervention not only
saved a precious life but also stands as an inspiring example of
humanity for the entire nation,” she was quoted as saying.

According to the statement, Ascefa said that violence
against women had no place in society, calling for it to be dealt
with “full force of law"*The relevant authorities must ensure
that such incidents are curbed in the future,” she said.
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The horrific acid attack on a female
doctor inside Civil Hospital Quetta, fol-
lowed by the highly suspicious police
encounter of the prime suspect, has laid
bare the hollow nature of the provincial
government’s administrative  claims.
For years, offiial rhetoric has insisted
that healthcare facilities are improving,
and that the security apparatus is
robust. However, this tragic incident
has shattered that facade, proving that
mere claims that “everything is okay”
can no longer mask systemic failure.
When a healthcare professional is not
safe within the corridors of a premier
state-run giedical inslitution, it signals
acomplete breakdown of state authority
and operational oversight.

The immediate aftermath of the
assault exposed a deeply disturbing
reality regarding the province’s health-
care infrastructure.

The critically injured lady doctor had
to be rushed lo a private hospital just to
receive basic first aid because Civil
Hospital Quetta the largest tertiary care
facility in the province lacks the funda-
mental faalities, specialized staff, and
medicine required (o treat severe burn
patients.” This institutional neglect is a
matter of profound shame for an admin-
istration that routinely boasts of health
sector reforms. Furthermore, the ease
with which the assailant entered a sen-
sitive public hospilal, targeted a doctor
on duty, and escaped undetected high-

lights a criminal negligence in the pro-
vision of securily. Despile repeated
demands from medical associations for
foolproof security measures, doctors
continue to work in highly vulnerable
environments without basic protec-
tion.

Compounding this tragedy is the
deeply troubling behaviour of law
enforcement. The abruplt killing of the
accused in a police encounter within
an hour of the crime has raised far
more questions than it answered. By
choosing to eliminate the suspect
rather than apprehending him alive,
the police have effectively closed the
door on a vilal investigation.

This hasly action has triggered wide-
spread public suspicion, as it deprives
the victim and the public of knowing
the real motives behind the attack. Was
the suspect acling alone, or was he a
pawn for someone else? Without a
proper inlerrogation, the truth remains
permanently buried.

If justice is to be served, this incident
must not be swept under the rug of an
extrajudicial killing. It is absolutely
essential that a high-level, independent
judicial inquiry be launched to probe
both the security lapses at the hospital
and the questionable nature of the
police encounter.

The provincial leadership must real-
ize that optical illusions of efficiency
cannot replace genuine governance.
The real masterminds and negligent
officials involved must be brought to
book to restore public trust. 2
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