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Ruthless gas
loadsheding

The residents of Quetta are trapped
in a [freezing paradox. Despite
Balochistan being the historical cradle
of Pakistan’s natural gas supply, its
provincial capital is currently endur-
ing an unprecedented and agonizing
gas load-shedding crisis. The Sui
Southern Gas Company (SSGC) has
implemented a ruthless schedule that
effectively paralyzes daily life. Gas
supply is severed from the early morn-
ing hours until 1:30 PM, restored
briefly, and then cut again from 3:00
PM to 7:00 PM. By 10:00 PM, the taps
run completely dry for the night. This
leaves citizens with mere windows of
supply, turning basic survival tasks
like cooking meals or heating homes
into a frantic race against the clock.

The consequences of this artificial
scarcity are dire. Families are forced to
rely on expensive Liquefied Petroleum
Gas (LPG) cylinders, pushing lower
and middle-income households to the
brink of financial ruin. For a popula-
tion already battling high inflation,
being forced to buy an expensive alter-
native because the state utility pro-
vider has failed is a cruel double jeop-
ardy. Those who cannot afford LPG
are left with no choice but to use haz-
ardous wood or coal, risking their
health and safety in the biting cold of

Ouelia

What the
ment, however, is the absolute apathy
of the authorities concerned. Despite
repeated public protests, shutter dowr
ﬂrih’c, and d(f-,ror,aw "f’f""’,"‘ Crever
civil sociely, the SSGC and the govern-
ment remain stubbornly unmoved.
The refusal to upgrade failing infra-
structure, fix low-pressure issues, or
suspend this draconian load-shedding
schedule reflects a profound discon-
nect between the ruling elite and the
suffering masses.

This crisis transcends mere adminis-
trative incompetence; it has fueled a
deep sense of disillusionment and
alienation among the people. Citizens
are rightly asking why Balochistan,
the very land that fueled Pakistan’s
industrial progress for decades, is
being treated with such systemic
neglect. When the province’s own cap-
ital is denied the warmth of its native
resource, it ceases to be a logistical fail-
ure and becomes a glaring issue of
socio-economic injustice. The federal
and provincial governments must
realize that gas load-shedding in
Quetta is not just causing immense
physical difficulties it is widening the
trust deficit between the state and its
periphery. The authorities must inter-
vene immediately, restore uninter-
rupted gas supply, and end this dis-
criminatory treatment before the cold
anger of Quetta’s streets boils over into
an uncontrollable unrest.
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